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FEEFATORY REMARKS.

It is thought to be sn mct of justice to the writer of the
Tollowing levers, to apprize the reader, that they have not
had their origin in the * hot bed"™ of scrimonious zesl, or
from a martial disposition to carry * the war into the sae-
my's camp” without provocation. Earlyin the-past winter,
& * Bociety for tha Tavestigation and Establishment of Gos-
pel Truth" was formed in this city; eontroveried taxms of
SBeripture were discussed et their mectings, and the Her, E.
F. Hatfiald, the individual here addressed, was probably
induced from this fagr, to give out notice from his pulpit
that b= would preach against the doctrine of Universalism.
This Is the conclusion from the fact, that when he did da-
liver his two lectures on this subjeat, he warned his hearers
egainst * attending fiess meetings, and to bewarn of listen-
ing 1o the dessiver."

It is possible, however, that Mr. Huatfield's inteation to
lay opan the “ defusion™ of Universalists;, and exposn their
“ goh-web hopaes," may ba traced to his shomioation of the
settiment. Forhe affrms that * Universalist prepehers and
writers, {with ane honorable exception,) are ignorant, de-
praved and corrupti that (niversalism is far worse than
epen infidelity, inasmuoch an it puts on the garb of raligioos
ganciity, tha better te socurc its deladed victims. That &
weolf can prey upon mors sheep, if ko auacks the fock ia
cheep's elothing .

Premising these fucts, and sckaowledging Me. Hatfeld's
stending in the cheistian community, it was desmed advisa-
hle to give him some atteniion. The friendly reader will
perceive, that in the following humble sttempt, no ' new
thing™ is brought to light to bear evidence to the decirizes
of our common faith. The erduous duties of the writer in
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to suffer everlasting punishment.”” The time, you
. say, is specified in the 318t verse—* When the Son
of man shall come in his glory and all the holy an-
gels with him, then shall he sit upon the throoe of his
glory,” &e. This time, or period, you tell us, * must
yet be futare," and you proceed to your proofs.

1st. “ Thesame body which wascrucified and raised
from the dead ascended into heaven; we must admit
this or deny the whole christian scheme.” Youthen
fquote Acts i. 10, 11 : ** And while they looked stead-
faetly toward heaven, as he went up, behold two men
stood by them in white apparel ; which also said, ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
Thia same Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven,shall so come inlike manner as yo have seen
him go into heaven."” This you quote without com-
ment, and go oo to quote seven other paseages of &
similar character, 23 you thiok, to prove—what?—
Why, to prove that the coming of Christ did not take
place at the destruction of the Jewish temple and city,
" and the subversion of their state and polity, and he
must therefore come in person, bodily, at the day of
judgment, {in your sense of the term,) and the disso-
Jution of this visible, material world! I beliove your
argument is fairly and fully stated.

You have told us that the time of this coming is
specified in verse 31, which has just been quoted.—
Aund as you contend for & péraonal, literal appenring
of our Lord, in the same body that wes pierced on
Calvary aed laid in Joseph's sepulchre, will you not
aleo contend that he is to sit **in his glory™ upon &
literal, real throne, and that this literal throne will be
fixed in the literal “ clouds of heaven" ! This you






