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APPENDIX.

Surrasonian INsTiTUTION,
Washington, Jenvary 1, 1850,

Str: I have the howvor to transmit to you, in compliance with thie dut
assigned me, the following report wpon ihe public librares of the Umtei
States, prepared in accnedance. with the plan of renderiug the Smithsonian
Institution a centre of bibliographical knowledge.
1 remain, very respecilully, your obedient servaut,
C. .. JEWETT,
Librarian of the Smc.’.ﬁ.wmm Institsacion.
To Jnseen Hexry, LL. D.,
Secretary rgf the Sﬁw&mmn hsmmm

PRELIMINARY REMARES.

Beacks constisute a large element of the intellectual weslth of & nation.
On the shelves of publishers and venders they are au indieation of exist-
ing demand, and an earnest of usefuluess. Nor are they idle even
there. The shcps of bookseHers have, froon eady times, been the favorite
resoris of men of leters, Their eonlents are, for purposes of reference,
more accessible than these of most libraries. |

Collections of hovks for private librories sre also of great public fnterest.
The proprietor of each !i&i'i'J'EB from it his own means of teaching
the public. Not enly so; private collections are peaerally made for
gpecific purposes, and are—each in some particenlar branch of knowledge—
as complete as the means of the propietor will sllow.  The leaming, bib-
liographical skill, and resouzres of ‘the collector have been limited to
some one obiect, apd that he Las pursued to its utnost extent. He has
thus formed a complete library in one department. The aggregation of
such libraries would constitule a complete aniversal library. ‘T'hese col-
lections generally, become, sooner or later, paris of public collections: such
is commonly the wish of the scholurs who furm them, 'Therefore, the
community may be allowed to watch—so far as they can withour intm-
siveness —snch privale accumulations, with interest and satisfaction In
this country, moreover, a naTow and excluswa spirit among book collect-
ors is almost unknown. Gathering for use; and with an appreciating
spirit, they are not disposed to debar oihers from the treasures which they
possess. The liberality of proprietors of large colleciions of books in this
country is remarkable, and I believe unparalleled.

But our present object is not to deseribe private collections. The cen-
sus board, with an enlightened regard dor the interests of letters, have in-
cluded books, in both public and private libraries exceeding one thousand
volumes, among the objects to be enmnerated. Mr, John R. Bartlett, be-
fore his appointment to the imporiant post which' he pow holds upon the
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Mexican boundary commission, had made considerable progress in pro-
curing from the proprietors of the most valuable private collections such
accounts of their literary treasures as would be of public importance, and
such as they were willing to have printed. 'These notes will not be lost,
though the publication of them is deferred.

Our immediate concern is with publie libraries, Tt is unnecessary to
seek for an exact definition of the word pubfic in this connexion.
mean by ir libraries which are aceessible—either without “restristion, or
upon conditions with which all can eastly comply—to every person who
wishes to use them for their appropriate purposes. In this sense I ba-
lieve it may be said that all libraries in this conntry, which are not pri-
vate property, (and indeed mauy which sre private property,) are publie
libraries, :

Of these libraties T have endeavored 1o colleet such historical, statisti-
cal, and descriptive notices as would be of general interest; together with
such epacial details as would bs beneficial to those who are engaged in the
organization and eare of similar esteblishments,

o person who will consider the vast extent of the field to be surveyed,
the tedious process by which most of the informatien is fo be eolleeted—
namely, by circular letters and private correspondence —the difficulty in
this busy laud of getting any ove to fornish minnte information on such
subjects, the antiquated statistica, on these matters, which survive all
other changes, in pazetieers and geographies, and ithe fact that there is
nowhere in this country a fult eollection of bools and pamphlets relating
1o the local affairs of tha several towns and eounties of the different States—
no one who will eonsider these thinge, and remember that this is bul sne
of the topies of inguity to which I was required 1o devote my attention,
and that, by the other duties of my affice, | was prevented from visiting
most of the libraries which 1 wished to describe, will be surprised if he
should find that, in rome instances, these accounts are not so full nor so
accurate as conld be desired,

The publication of them, in their present state, is considered a steg
necessary to their completion and perfection,  Copies will be distribute
to librarians and others interested in these matters, and all persoms who
may receive the work are earnestly requested to furnish corrections, ad-
ditions, and suggestions for & second edition. It iy hoped that within a
few years materials may be obtained for aceurate accounts, embracing all
historical facts of importance with reference to every library and avery in-
stitutivn possessing a library in this country; and inecluding the history
and statistics, with & descliption of the bibliographical and scientific
{reasures of each:

I'he present notices relate almost exnfusizely to libraries.  When the -
brary forms but a department (itmay be & comparatively small one) of an
‘institution, it has not been the aim te give anything more of the history
-of such institution than was neeessary to illusiraie the fonmation, position
r prospeets, of the library.

t was at first intended to limit theee notices to the answers obtained to
the questions of a ciroular letler.®  Many of the circulars have, however,

*The foliowing is o copy uf’ the circular loiter:

Tha follewing questions hare been prerared in order to collect ms sccumts siatistics as pos-
sible of the varione public hbracien in the United Statee:

1. By what nawme in the Jibrary legally designated? 2. When was it founded? 3. What number
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remained to this time wnanswered ; others were filled up hastily, and
mbut a meagre account of the eolleetions; others, again, simply re-

to some sources from which authentic details might be gathered.
In order to give anything like coropleteness or uniformity to the notices,
it was found necessary to re-write them, and to seek additional informa-
tion from all available sources. When the librarian's name is given in
conpexion with an article, it is an indication that the principal facts were
derived from his answers to the queries. When the facts have been ga-
therectlifmm other soutces, the authorities have, ior the most part, bean
named,

It is to be regretied that these statistics do not all refer to exaetly the
same date. They were intended to represont the condition of the librariea
at the middle of tﬂe year 1849; but when renirns were not made, and it
was necessary to talke the best accornts at hand, these frequendy related
to & time severalyears past. '

Doubiless many libraries, more important than some which ars men-
tioned in thess notices, have heen overlocked. The omission is uniy-
tentional. [t has bsen utterly impossible to colleet, at once, full and
reliable accounts of all the libraries, small and large, in the country.
This publication will make known our wish to gather all faets worthy of
record respecting every one of theny; and, in conformity with this pian,
we would m&mdull}' and earneatly solicit from the puardians of libraries
not mentioned here, or of which the accounts are incorrect or in any
way unsatisfactory, to fumish u= with the means of improvieg the wor
for a second edition. We would direet attention particularly to the fol-
lowing points: ] .

1. The nomber of volumes of printed books as they stand upon the
shelves; the number of pamphiets; the number of manuscripts, in the
form of works intended for publication, or of letters, dcc.; the numnbet of
maps and charis; of loose engravings; of sheets of music unbound, and
of bound books of music; the number of ¢oins and medals, pictures,
busts, &e., possessed by the institmion on the Tst of Jannary, 1851,

2. The expenditure for books,and the pumber of books purchased,
dllrinsi‘the yedr ending Plecember 31, 1850, :

3. The number of books lant cut, also the number used in the library
rooms, during the same period, : :

4. Important facts nof already given with rofurence to the history of the

of volumes does it containd 4 Hua il collections of manuecrtpls, maps and. ¢hacts, music, ebgras
wings, medals, eoipa, ete.? [fan, pleass to atate tbe number of articfes of each deacription. 5. Are
the numbern, siven in np}g&w the last two gueslinny, wacerinined by actually eounting the vols
qumes and articlos, o aya thay fror = sopjectural admane? G, What hae bean the yearly ave
pumber of volumes gdded to the library for the lnst ten years? 7. What hae been yenrly
average expendilora for the purchane of bool 8. 1o there o permanent fund for the increa:e
of the library?  1f #o, how large is iL, and whot sum does i yisld annosdly? 9. How many acd
whal oificers are smployed? hat are the names and pddrssa of the present officers? 10, a
building bean srecied expresaly for the Library? LM wo, whon, of what macerinl, and at what exe
penect 11, What are the dimensions, and whai s the ground plan, of the library building or
roome 13, Are tbe books arcunged on the ehelves acoording to subjects, or on some olber gys-
temi 13, la thersa printed catalogue of the libeary? 1T 80, when was it printed, and what is ita
gize, gnd b number of pageal IF more than ene;, whatis the dete of cachi 14, How often
is the licrary opened, and how long is it kepl ppen each fime? 15, Whao are entitled to the usd
of the horary, and oo what lerme? 16, Ar: baks lemt out to read!  IF an, how meny ars
wkan ont annualiyd 17 What is.the yearly average numbec of persona conaulting the librar
withoy! teking away bocksf 16 Have the books been injured st any time by insect=? 19,
there pny regulation by which books may be lens by courleay o persona ata distance’ If so,
what is 1} '
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library, and the institution with which the Iibrery is connected. In this
place we would also beg leave, on behalf of the Smithsonian Inatitutiomn,
to eolicit for its library the gift of books, pamphlets, or articles, printed or
written, relative to the history, condition, or prospects of every literary;
scientific, and educational establishment in the conntry; with catalogues
(old as well as new)of alt libraries; annual and triennial catalogues of
colleges and high schools; and dncuments relating to commeon schools,
Suanday schools, &e. 1t is highly important to have upon our shelves the
means of tracing the progress of education in this coontry ih the history
of schools, colleges, and libraries, from their foundation to the present
time. Bueh a collgction would be peculiarly appropriate in a central in-
stitntion like this. Nothing pertaining to the subject should be thought
too insignifieant to be sent. ~ Everpthing will find ita place, and, we may
safely say, will one day be unsefil.

5. It would ba interesting to have a description, or at least a list, of all
remarkably rare and curious books or manuscripts which the library may
ssess; and we would ask particolarly for an accomnt, as minute as ma
E convenient, of all manuscripts refating to the emrly history of this

country. . ¥

Ta those who have contributed information for this work I beg leave to
present my sincere thanks. I have heretofore spaken of the sriicles con-
tained in the *Serapeum™ for LB4G, from the pen of Hermaun E. Lude-
wig, esq., of New York, on the libratids of America, as the fullest and
mogt correet account of themn that had been published. His was the
work of a pieneer. It was faithfully done, and 1 most cheerfully
acknowledge my obligations to him for the assistance which I have de-
rived from his reseaiches.® '

. MAINE, -
AUﬁUﬂTA.‘

State Library—about 9,000 vols.—Founded 1936, The average yearly
merease is about 5K velumes, From 1840 to 1847, the annual appropria-
tion for the purchase of Looks was §300; for IB4E, $40; for 1849,
$400. One oi the rooms of the Staie House (5} feet by 30) is appropriated
to the library. 1t is fitted up with aleoves oo two sides—twelve in all.
Three catalogues have been printed—the first (60 pages Bvo.) in 1839;
the second (1US pages 5ve.) in 1843; the third (120 pages 8vo.) in 1846,
Another is in preparation. Dhuring the sessiona oi the legislaiure the
librayy is open from 8a m. 0 6 p. m. Books may be taken from the
Iibrary by the gevernor, members of the eouncil, senate, house of repre-
sentatives, heads of departments, judges of the courts, secretary and
members of the board of aducation, and the superintendent of the Insane

_ "These notices were brought up 1o Yanuury, 1850, at which time Uaer': weee presented ta tha
nim of the Smithsonian fnelituton. As the printing hee been delayed for o year, L have
added to thern such facts a8 doring the interyal have come to my knowledss, These addinens
improve the notices in fullness and nccuracy | bat they give them o fregmentery chameter, which
eould on'y be aroided by rewriting meny of vhem—a tank which wie net conaistent with my
othor duties. % G

Jawrany, 1851.




