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PREFACE.

In the fellowing pages the anthor has endoavored to e
Plain the canses of the stricken and prosfrate condition of
ong of the most delightful, and formerly, one of the mest
productive islands in the world, and to jndieate the pro-
ceszes by whiely, in Iis judgment, the laws of natare and
of trade are providing for the ultimate vestorstion of its
aueient progperity and wealth,  They embrace the sub-
stancs of obscrvations made during & reeent excmsion to
Jamaiea, wh%uh, itis propor for him to say, was under-
tiwken mieroly for recveation, and with ne thought of
troubling the public aboub it, eccept perhapa; by an
oscasionsl letter to the public journal with which he is
professionally comnected,  Thiring Lis absence he found
gecnsion to addeess several communications respesting
Jomaican affairs, to the vendwrs of the Lveming Post,
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and npon his vetmwm was pleased to discover that they
had been the means, to sowe oxtenl, of  developing
the lively cuiosity which pervades the publie mind of
Amerien, for information about the politico-cconondes!
condition of that island, sfier a deliveranes of sxtoen
vears from chattel slavery,  Thad euriosity the author has
endeavored to pratify, without atternpting 10 do anything
ware, We has not presumed to write a history or o
geography of Jamaiea, nor to present & selentific statement
of its vesoureea, meither has he written a book of travels,
Ha has Hmited the personal ooreative almost exclusively
to sneh incidents fs ssemed necessary to an indelligible
aualysis of the canees wlneh have redueed Jamaica to Ler
present deplorable condifion, and of the means which are
in operation for hor nltimate restoration. He hes endea-
vored fo give o eoreeet plotire of Jmmaica as she i not
what she Dias been; nor has he referred to her past Lis-
tory, farther than was necessnvy for that purpose,

The views he lsa tnken of the wantz of Jamaien, and of
the duoty of the Home Government toward her, avo essen-
tinlly different from those professed, @0 far as he kmows, by
any political party either there or in England, and yob lie

publishes them with some confidence, for he is aatisfiad
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that they are such as slmest any Ameriean wounld adopt,
wha shonld visit the slond and infoum Wimself with telava-
Ble minuteness, of its physieal and politieal condition,

The anthor avails himself of this oceasion fo male iz
grateful acknowledgaments to those friends whose aequaint-
ance, it was hiz privilegs to make in Jamaicn, and whoaee
Lcapitable attentions conabled him to forpet that he was
nearly two thowsand miles from his home, a stranger in a
steange land,  He dosires also, spedally to recogoise his
obligntions to Captain §, T, Wilson, of the 1, 5, Mail
Steamer, Empive City, to whese devoted courtesy he owed
many important prvileges and faeilities during his alsence,
and wlose personal and  profossioonl eharneter, it owill
always be his dalisht to honor,

New Your, Oct. 218, 1850,
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