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MAIN MINARET OF EL AFHAR MOSQUE, CAIRO.

El Azhar University dates from the time of the Fatmids. The original
mosqie wad bullt by Jauhar in 872 a.p. It 1a sald to have about 10,000
students apd a Hbrary of 19,000 volumes.
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HESE lectures were delivered in

Miller Chapel, Princeton Theologi-
cal BSeminary, October, 1915. They
were sobsequently alwo delivered st the
Theological Seminery of the Reformed
Chorch in America, New Brunswick,
N. J.; snd st the Theological Seminecy
of the American Mimion, Cairo, Egypt.
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“The harvest is mot benefited by confounding weeds with
wheat, Harmony is not enhanced by n premature recourse to
synihesis, before due meope hae been given to discriminating
analysis. God is not bonoured by atiributing to His causation
what He only overroles, in working out Hia sovercign designs.
God 1a greater in pearmitting the oxercies of fraa actlon, even
it opposed to His own will, and in yet finally accomplishing
His purposs, than if He wera o exarciss His aoversignty to the
extent of rendering every oounter-current fmpossible, and
monapolising the whole chanrel of history by the unchecked
flow of Hiz own volikion,”—B. W. Eoxiie: " Mohamned and
Mobammedanigm.™

It surely is allogether false, if some, in modern times,
agmert that Islem has & miasion In thia world, nammely, of serv-
ing ae a preparation of idelatrous natloms for the faith in the
one trus God. History most positively conivadiets this as-
mertion, Talam hes mnever opernted to prepare the way for
Christianity, and least does so today.”—C. H. Brmauning of

Copenbagen.




PREFACE

From Retoven fought fhe miara,
From their courscs they fought ogoinat Sisera.
Thst river Kishon swept (Rew dway, -
The oncient river, the river Kishow
O my soul, march on with sirengih. .
—The Song of Deborah—Judges 5:20-22.
IKE all other non-Christian systems and
philosophies Iglam ia a dying religion;
from the cutset it had in it the germs
of death—neither the character of the Koran
nor of its Prophet have in them the promige or
potency of life that will endure. Even Carlyle,
whose ‘‘The Hero as Prophet’” is often queted
a8 an apology for Islam, sdmitted this. In his
leoture on ‘The Hero ae Poet™ he said: **It
was intrinsically an error that notion of
Mahomet's, of his supreme Prophethood; and
has gome down to ue inextrieably involved in
error to this day; dragging slong with it such
a coil of fables, iniquities, intolerances, as
makes it a questionable step for me here and
now to say, &8 I have done, that Mahomet was
a true Speaker at all, and not rather an ambi-
tione charlatan, perversity and simnlacrum; no
Speaker, but a Babbler! Kven in Arabia, as I
compuate, Mahomet will have exhansted himself
and become obsolete, while this Shakspeare,
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this Dantea may atill be yoomg. . . . His
Koran has hecome a stopid piece of prolix
absurdity ; we do not believe, like him, that God
wrote that!”

Moreover, at the present time there are in
Ielam many evidences of decay. In 1899, a
company of delegatea from the Moslem world
sspembled in Mecoa and gave fourteen days to
investigate the canses for the decay of Islam.
Fifty-seven reasons were given, including fatal-
ism, the opposifion of seience, the rejection of
religious liberty, negleet of eduneation and in-
activity doe to the hopelezsness of the cause
iteelf. A leading Moslem editor in India wrote
in 1914:—*“We spe that neither wealth nor
‘education’ nor political power can enable the
Muglims to achieve their national salvation.
Where then lies the remedy? Defore secking
the remedy we must gscertain the disease. But
the Muslims are not diseased, they have reached
a worse stage. A diseased man has siill life
in. him“!}

‘We find the same note of despair in the recent
volume of essaye by an edueated Indian Mos-
lem, B. Ehnda Bukhsh, M_.A. He speaks of the
“‘hideona deformity”’ of Moslem society and of
‘‘the vice and immorality, the selfishness, self-
geeking, and hypoerisy which are eorrupting it
through and through.”” Those who live among
Moslems and read Moslem newspapers and



