TRUE BLUE, THE
ADVENTURES OF
MEL, NED, AND JIM



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649112258

True blue, the adventures of Mel, Ned, and Jim by T. E. Grattan-Smith

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



T. E. GRATTAN-SMITH

TRUE BLUE, THE
ADVENTURES OF
MEL, NED, AND JIM

ﬁTrieste






|



TRUE BLUE

THE ADVENTURES OF
MEL NED AND JIM

BY
T. E. GRATTAN-EMITH

KEW YORK
HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
1920



ranhib

CoprriaeT, 1920
ET
BENEY BOLT AND CORIPAZY



CHAFTER
L

I1.

HI.

Iy.

L

VI

V1I.
VIII.

j

X

X1
XI1T.
RKIIT.
X1V,
VL
VL
RVIL
VLI
2]
XX
X1
XXIIL
NNIII.
XTIV,
RV,
XXVI.
 XXVIL
XXVIIL
O xxIx,

CONTENTS

PAGH
THE BIRrapas PRESENT. . v oo ivvivinnnnniass 1
AnvDwrorTawt FIND. . oo 3
THE EEARLTENGE s o o s e i o
A Hamrsreaprn EsCave. .. oo oo ouian S0
THE GERMARK BEIES, . veiviivheiaassassiinin. 2
Fxit Toe BawDlcooT o .. ... oo &l
BYEn IED e s e s e e 63
Wen axp Jisgt Tavea Morow Trie. oo .. T
TR ATTacE o TR GAME. . . e anonn . B4
P Bt £ e e A P e s AR S A 106G
THE TRAGEDT AT 2EA L oo ar i . 121
Men Takes anv Usexercren Tere. .o _ .. 126
Imrropucirg Mn. Havisuv, .. ... ..., . 156
MewAcorprs a dos. oL 140
I Waica We MerT &4 Pinvsonocier. ..., ... 145
T CATASTIHOPIN, - o o ooy oo e o e oo 155
Youne Jaxsed's JaTTLE GaME. ... vveenr .. 163
R ROOEY TEIAES. o conoc s s, oo i i 171
Tue CARNIVAL. . .0 cuwn i .+ 178
A Qoerr CUSTOMER, Lo vn s emisas 185
A Presae ParTy ARD A BARcars Batr.. ., ..... 195
THE SOREBOAT, e i e e o ey S
THE-SRACAOEER ;= 3 e e s s s i 216
MunTagrs a Hawm: ;- o aviviivaiinas 2]
Al Bt s e e e e e S T
A8 e e A R S 245
by a LRy e S e e 242
Axpy MagEe Sore, ... ... iecneiann 245
MeL's Bigtapay Parry. ., ... .. By L S 240






CHAPTER 1

THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT

Y word, she can travel! I wonder how she will

take the turn? Round she gocs, right on her

heel, the beauty! What wouldn't T give to have a
flyer like her?”

The boy, whose enlhusiasm had been aroused by
the boat’s splendid performance, gave a sigh. “No
such luck for me,” he said, lurning to his chum.
“T’Il have to be contenl wilth a little one-horse two-
slroke for the hirthday present 1dad pronuscd me if
I pulled off the Double-Dux of the School and All
Schools” Swimming Championship. Well, I collared
them both, and as Dad never breaks his word, 1 bet
it’s the little one-horse for me to-morrow.”

Ned Grattan, the speaker, like his chum, Jim
Stanley, was an Australian bay. Born of an Irish
father and an English mother, he inherited the
characteristics of both races, being warm-hearted,
quick-tempered, and ever ready to forget an injury.
He had grit and determination writlen on his face,
and strength in every action of his body. Tanned
brown, only a few shades lighter than an Islander,
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from exposure to the sun of the beaches, he was, and
looked no different from thousands of other Austra-
lian boys of sixteen, who. living in the open aiv,
leading clean and healthy lives, become at this early
age strong, well developed, mentally and physically,
and capable of holding their own and a little more
against all comers. Ned Gratlan could ride a surf-
board like an Islander, although only a few weeks
had elapsed sinece the first exhibition of surf-board
riding had been given by Khanamaku, the world’s
fastest swimmer. Ned was not the only boy who
had mastered the surl-board. DBefore the summer
had ended, the ocean rollers were ridden as they had
never been ridden before, and the great white horses
of the old Pacific shook their manes and raced shore-
ward wilh sun-brown surfers, riding them all out to a
finish., Gallant deeds and actions of self-sacrifice
were so frequentiy performed that the saving of life,
or lives, from the treacherous undertow went un-
rewarded and unnoticed except, perhaps, for a clasp
of the hand and a heartfelt “Thank you” from the
rescued. It beeame a point of honour never Lo men-
tion a risk taken, and a surfer who was unfortunate
enough to recerve a medal for a gallant action care-
fully hid it away and kept *mum.’

Such was the calibre of the boys of the beaches,
the crews of the famous cighteen-footers and the
average clean, sport-loving Australian. Ned Grattan



