AN HISTORICAL RESEARCH
RESPECTING THE OPINIONS OF
THE FOUNDERS OF THE REPUBLIC
ON NEGROES AS SLAVES, AS
CITIZENS, AND AS SOLDIERS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649055258

An Historical Research Respecting the Opinions of the Founders of the Republic on Negroes as
Slaves, as Citizens, and as Soldiers by George Livermore

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE LIVERMORE

AN HISTORICAL RESEARCH
RESPECTING THE OPINIONS OF
THE FOUNDERS OF THE REPUBLIC
ON NEGROES AS SLAVES, AS
CITIZENS, AND AS SOLDIERS

ﬁTrieste






AN HISTORICAL RESEARCH.

OPINIONS OF THE FOUNDERS OF TNE REPUBLIC
ON WEGROES AS SLAVES, AS CITIZENS,
AND AS SOLDIERS.






AN

HISTORICAL RESEARCH

RESPECTING THE

OPINIONS OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE REPUBLIC
ON NEGROTS AS SLAVES, AS CITIZENS,
AND A8 SOLDIERS.

READ BEFORE TUE MASSACIIUSETTS FISTORICAL BOCIETY.

Apeusm 14, 1502

By GEOLRGE LIVERMORE.

THIBD EDITIUMN.

BOSTON:

PUBLISHED pFult TUE NEW-ENGLAND LOTAL PULLICATION SCTLETY, BY

A, WILLIAMS AND COMPANY,
100, Wasamnorow BTREET.
180,






MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL S0CIETY,
Avcust MERTTNG, 1362,

EXTEACT FPROM THE HECORDE

A stated monihly mesting was held this day, Thoreday, Anguat 14th.
Tn the absonee of the President (the Hon. Boserr (L Wintunor),
Colonel Trosas Asrovwarn, one of the Viee-Presidents, took the
ehair,

Mr. Taveruone communicated o paper (portions of which he had
real at the July meeting) “On the Opinions of the Founders of the
Republic reapecting Negroes as Slaves, s Citizens, nnd as Soldiers”

Mr. Noutox moved, That the thanks of the Society be presented
to Mr. Liscrmore, and that a special Commities be appointed to prink
the paper al the expense of the Baticty.

Before this molion was puty, Mr. Trvenwonr remarked, that be
began his research as nn individual effort, intending to print o fow
copica ooly, for private distribution. Iie had brought the subject
before the Society at the July meeting, that he might receive ail or
suggvetions from members who were present. At the request of’ many
members of the Society he had extended his investigations; amd, as
they desired, had now offered the results of his researches. He hoped
he might be permitted o earry out his original purpese of printing
the paper, at his own expense, for gratuitous distribution. He should,
if such wns the plessurs of the mesting, print it as a paper read beforg
the Massachusetts Historieal Society.

Mr. EvErETT exprossed the gratification with which he had listened
to a paper containing so much valuable information, avd hoped that it
might be printed in the maoner most agreeable Lo Mr. Livermore.
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He suggested that the motion of Mr. Norton be so modified as to
obviate the ehjeclions raised by Mr. Livermore. He hoped, if consistant
with his plan, that Mr. Livermore would extend his reseprches so as
to include the services of colored seamen in the American Navy. Mr.
Everett related an anecdote of an aged elave, the last of his class,
showing the mildness of slavery in Massachusetts before its final
extinction.

Mr. Warersrow, Secretary pro tempore of the July meeting, said
he had made known the proceedings of ilat meeting to the venerable
sendor meniber of the Society, the Hon. Josiah Quiney, wha, though
unalie at present to attend the meetings, retains a deep interest in all
the Society's transaclions. Ile had just received from him a leiter,
which he begged leave to pres—ut to the Society:—

“ Qumey, Ang. ¥, 1862,
“Eev. K. €, Warenstow,

“Duar 8m,— Your letter of this dale commupicwics to me the
purpase of Mr. Livermore to colleet and publish decumenis on the
wubject of Slayery apd Negro Soldiers, originzting from the groat men
who were guides of public afftis at the time of the American Revo-
Iutiop. T shonld regand such a poblication az useful and desicable, and
¥ heartily wish Mr. Livermore sucecss; and T ghall be bapipy, according
10 wy means, in aiding Lin in b purpose.

“In respect v tbe general subject of slavery, T apprebend he will
find very Littlo favurable to the Institation swmong the relics of the grest
men of that period.

“ Diggust ot it was o general, as to be lttle less than universal.
Among slaveholders, the langiage and hope of putting an end to the
ovil #s suon as possible was on all their tongues ; bui, alas! it was far
from beine in all their hearts.  Some of the Teadors saw the advantages
derived from it by the unity and identity of action and molive to which
it tended, und its effect in making five States move in phalonx over
the Free States, They clung io the institution for the sake of power
over tho othor States of the Union; and, while they were open in
decrying it, they were assiduons in promoting its intercits and extending
i influence.

% By constantly declaring a detestation of slavery, they threw dust
into the eyes of the people of the Free States; while they never ceased
to seize every opportunity to cmbarrass the measures which would
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advenee the interests of the Free Siates, and at the same time o
strengthen and extend the interests of the Slave States. "We can trace
their policy in history. We now realize the result.

#With all their pretensions, the leading slaveholders never lost gight,
for one moment, of perpeivating its existence and its power.

“Truly and respectfully yours,
“ Josram Quivor.”

Mr. WasaBURN spoke with interest of tho leter which had just
been read, remarkable as coming from a gentleman of such experience,
and at 50 advenced a period of Iife, 1le then gave several historical
facts which had come to hiz kmewledge when writing big “ Ilistory of
Leieester,” eorrchorating the statement of Mr. Livormore respocting
the enmmon practice of nsing negroes as soldiers during the war of the
Amcrican Bevolution.

The vote thanking Mr. Livermore for his paper, and commitiing
the mannseript to him, to be printed in the manner most agreeubls to
him, was unanimously adopted.

BicEARD FROTHTNCHAM,

Seerctary pro tem.



