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PREFACE

Tur reeent events on the Continent have indnced the
Editor to publish the following pages on foreign polities.
The times of which this volume freats have already
acquired the intorest of a long past age; and the publie
will read with pleasure, and perhaps with profit, the
obsorvations on passing ovents of a contemporary who,
if not whelly impartial, is sclmowledged by all who
knew him to bave been as candid as he was benevo-

lent,

The Editor has scrupulonsly abstained from making
the slightest verbal alteration in the text or notes, The
omission of four insignificant sentences is all that he has
deemed necessary for the immediat;a publication of what
was probably written with the intention of not seeing

the light so soon.

Panis, Sepds 10, 1850,
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A smonr acconnt, however desultory, of such persons,
anecdotes, or political intrigues in foreign countries, as
have fallen within my observation or knowledge, may not
be minteresting. Buot as a foreigoer, however favorable
his opportunities or sound hizs judgment, seldom relates
any linglish event, or describes any English character,
withont committing some gross blunder, I check mysell
with the reflection that I alse must Le liable to be mis-
led by false information, or to {form an erroreous estimate
of manners, opinions, and transactions out of my own
eonutry. 1 ean only vouch for the anecdotes I record,
by assuring my readers that I believe them; I repeat
them as they were received and understood by me, from
what appeared sufficient authority ; and I delineate the
charaeters either as the result of my own impressions, or
of the opinions conveyed to me by thoss who were most
capable of drawing them correcily.

In my first short journey abroad in 1791, I wag » mere
boy, and teo little nequainted with the habits and language
of the people nmong whom I was traveling to observe
much, yet many interesting events were passing around



