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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

BeRrrLey's Trealise Concerning the FPrinciples of Human
Knowiedge, of which a reprint is here produced as the fourth of
the series of Philosophical Classics of the Religion of Science Li- -
beary, was frst published in Dublin in 1716, The second adition,
the last of the author's life-time, appeared in Loodoen {n 1734, in
the same velume with the third edition of the Three Diclogues
Betrwpen Fylos and Fhifonees, g reprint of which bas siso been
immned in this ssries as a companicn-piecs to the Pravcidles, The

‘text of both reprints embodios all the ssseatial matter of the 2di-
tions of Berkelay's lila-tims.

Tha Primciples, published when the suthor was only torenity-
Eiz, is the most systematic of all of Berkelay's expositions of his
theory of koowladge: It waa the direct oulgrowih of the Egsay
Towards & Newr Theory of Viston (1709), which sought to ban-
ish the mataphysical abatcactions of Absclute Spaee and Bxtension
from philosophy, and was {teel! mainly comesrnad with the aboli-
tion of Absiract Matter and of the ontological .and theplogical
coroflaries of that concept. The frafoswes traat of mibatantially
the same subjects, bot are more familiar and elogant in form and
arm devoied 1o the main to the refutation of the most plapsibie
popalar and philosepbical objections to the new doctrinn. The
two books mark a distinetivaly new epoch in philosophy and sci-
ence, and together alord 3 comprehensive survey of Berkelay's
doctrines, placing within the reach of avery reader iz remarkably
brief compass opinions which have profonndly inflasnead the
conrse of intsllectnal history. Works of this Hpd have been almoast
invariably distinguished by thelc bravity, **I had no iaclination, "
is Berkeley's characteristic remack, "'to trottbla the world with
large volumes. What I have done was raothor with the view of
giving hints to thinking men, who havs leisure and coriosity to go
to the bottem of things, and pureos them in their own minds,
Two gr three times reading thess small tracts, and making what s
read tha occasion of thinking, wonld, I believe, render the whole
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iv EDITOR'S PREFACE.

famillar and sasy to the mind, and iske off that shocking appear-
ance which hath ofien been observed to attend specolative truths.”

Berkeley's philosophy having been the victim of much pope-
lar, and even professional, misapprebension, it shall be our en-
deavor in these prefatory remacks to give by appropriate quots-
tions and digests a synthesis of curremt philosophical opitdon
concarning his doctrines, to point aot his relstion to his predeces-
sors, by indicate certain peculiarities of terminclogy and thought
necasszry to the ondsretanding of his theory, and to show finally
whersitt cartain of his analyses have beon rendoved antiquated by
moders scientific Ingairy. We shall begia by reprodocing the
skateh of his life and sime given In Lewes's Biographioal History
af Philosephy (1845), a werk which, thongh on technical points
partikan and not always trosiworiby, bas at least the merit of &
vivacions siyle.

LIFE OF BERKELEY.

" There are few men of whom Ezgland has better reason to
be preod then of George Barkslay, Bishop of Cloyne; for to ax-
tragrilinary merits an a thitker and wiiter he united the most ex-
quisite gmzity and geerosity of character: and it is still 2 moot
point whether he was greater in head or heart.

“*He was barn oft the 1ath of March, 168z, at Kilerin, in tha
cnty of Kilkenny, Eroland. He was edocated at Trinity College,
Doblin, and was in t7o7 admitted as a fellow. In 19op ha pob-
Lizhed his Essey Tomards o Mew Theory of Vision, which
made an epoch in zoiemce ;* and tha year after, bis Priwciples of
Fhiman Kieozdedpe, which made an apoch in mataphysics. After
thiz he came to Loodon, whers he was recaived with open srms.
Ancient lagming, exart acience, polished society, modern litera-
turm, and the fite aria, contributed to adorn and enrich the mind

*This zmmtement Is bardly wanct. The Ecay Fraards s Neor Thevy of
Firéow was a paychological rather than n scientifio trestise, Tha wark has
tean wall characierised by Prol A C. Fraser In bis editfon of the collegied
workn of Berkeley, Yol [, page 4, oo Lollowk: " The treatiss ls & professed
aocount of tha facts;, the whole facts, nnd potbdng bl the fach af which we
aré rizaally consclohs, a8 disungpished trom pretendsd facts and metaphys-
il abstractlons, which confesed (honght, sn imegular axerciae of imagine-
tion, of nh abees of worde had sobetltaied for them. [Lls & contciboiion o
the paychological moalysls of the fact of vislon, and not & deduction from
mavely physical sxpecimenis in optics or the physiclogy of the eye '—Editor.
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of this accomplished man, All his contemperaries agread with
the Sutirist in ascribiog
To Berkaiay every virme under hoaven,

Adverse factions and hostile wits concurred only in loving, admir-
ing, and contributing to advance him. The scvere sense of Swilt
enduored bis visicns; the modest Addison endeavored to reconcils
Clarks to his ambilions speculations. His charscter converted the
satire of Pope into fervid praise. Ewen the discerning, fastidions,
and turbulemt Atterbury exid, after an interview with him, 30
much learning, 0 much knowledge, 0 muck innocence, and such
bumility, I did pot think bad been the portion of any bt angels,
611 [ eaw this gentleman." '*

“ Hiz acquaintence with the wita lad to his contribating 1o the
Guardion, Hea bacima chaplain and afterwards secretary io the
Eart of Paterborpogh, whom he accompanisd on his embassy to
Sigilly. He mnbssgnently mads the toor of Evrops with Mr, Azhe;
pad pt Parig met Malebratiche, with whom he had an animated
discomion on tha ideal theory. In 1724 ha was made deas of
Darry. "This was worth slaven hundred pounds s year to him;
bt ba reaigrad it in otdet to dedicats his e to the cobverson of
the North American savages, stipplating only wilh the Govern-
mant for & salary of one hundred pounds a year.  On thls zoman-
tic and generous expedition he wam accompanied by bis young
wifa. Ha sct sall for Rhode Island, carrying with him a valoable
library of books and tha bolk of bis property. Bat, to the shame
of the Government, ba it said, the promises made him were nok
fulfilled, and after seven poars of single-banded endeavonr he was
forced to relwn to England, having spent the greater part of his
fortune in vain,

" Hea was made Bishop of Cloyne in 1734. When he wished
to resign, the King would oot permit him ; and beiog keenly alive
to the avils of nem-resldence, ha made an arrangement befors leav-
ing Cloyne whershy be sellled 200l a pear doring Lis sbsence on
the poor. In 1752 he removed to Daford, whers, on the evening
of the 14th January, In 1753, be was suddenly seized, whils read-
ing, with palsy of the heart, and died almost instantanecosly.

*Of his oumerous writings wa cannot hers ppeak; two only
belong to cor suhject: the Friucipies off Knowledge, and the
Dinlogues of Hvins and Fhilmous. [Hia other most important

*8ir [ames Mwckintosh,



vi EDITOR'S PREFACE.

philosophical work was Alafphron, or the Minute Fhilosopher
(1733)]. We hope to ramove some of the ertors and prejudices
with which bis name is encrosted. We hops to show that, even in
what are called his wildest moods, Berkeley was a plain, sincere,
deep-thinking man, not & sophist playing with paradozes to dis-
play his akill.

THE TRADITIONAL MISCONCEPTION OF BEREELEY'S
IDEALISH.

“'All the world has heard of Berkeley's Idealism, and inoumer-
able ‘coxcombs’ have vanqaished it ‘with a grin.'* Ridicola has
nat been sparing of it. Argument has mot been wanting, It has
been langhed at, written at, talked ai, shrieked at. That # has
been sndsrefosd ia not 50 apparent, Few writers ssem ko hawva
honestly rend and apprecizted hie works; and thoss faw are cer-
taitly ot among his antagonists. }  Io ceadiog the criticlsms opon
his theory it in quits lodicvons to notice the constant {keration of
trhvial objectione which, telvial as they are, Berkeley had often
anticipated. In fact, the eritics misundersiond him, and then ro-
proached him for his inconsislency—inconsistency, not with Ads
principles, but with ifefrs. They force & meaning upon his words
_ which he had expressly rejected; and them triumph over him bes

cause be did aot porsue their principles ta the sxtravagances which
wonld bave resnlted from them.

'"'When Herkelsy damisd the axiatenca of matter, ba simply
denijed the axstence of that unkoowt subsfrafusm, tha exictence
ef which Locke had declared to be 4 necessary faference from oot
knowledge of quoalities, bul the natore of which must ever be altor
gother hidden from ws, Philoaophers bad aownmed the existence
of substance, i. 2., of a woumenos lyiog vodereeath all phenomena
~—a substralom supportiog all qualities—a sewwedfiing in which all
accidents fnkers, This nnknown eobstance Berkeley denies. 1t
iz 2 mere abatractipn, he says. If it is nokaown, unknowahle, it

#hnd coxcomba vangniah Barkeley with g grin.'"—fge,

+These words were wrliten in 13451546 Since then Frof, A, Campbeil
Frapar's magnificent aditien of Barkeley's eollectad works [§ vols, Clarendon
Presa, 1871) and bis exhaustive dlsseriatioos on Backeley's doctrines, together
with the seany sxcellent hlsloriss of philoaophy of the Tast half century, have
rendered soch misorderstandiog, sl least on the part of the philosophical
' puoblig, almest impossible. —Edriier.
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ii a igment, and I will none of it; for it is a figment worsa than
useless; it is pernicious, as the basis of all Atheism. If by matier
you eoderatand fAa¢ which is seen, falt, tasted, and tonched, then -
I say matter exists: I am as frm a believer in its existence as any
one can be, and Rerein S agres with the pulpar. 14, on the con-
trary, you undsrstand by matter that oconlt substrafusm which is
mof seen, not felt, mof tasted, and »o¢ bouchad—thet of which the
senses do not, cannot, inform yon—then I say 1 beliews nat in the
existance of matter, end Aerein £ digfer ot the ﬁm.m_-ﬂ.ksr:
and agree with the vulpar,

T am not changing things inta Ideas,” bho says, “but rather
idsga inte things; sincs those swmediale obfects af fercepiion,
which according to you {Bethkeley might have said, according to
philmophers) are only appearances of LRidgs, 1 lake to ba the
real things themzsives,

i Hyles: Things! yon may prelend what yon please; but it
iscertain pon leavs na nothing bot the empty forma of things, the
outside of which only strikes the senses,

o Phdlonaus: What yomx call the smpty Eorme and nutmﬂu of
things seam o me the very things themealvea. . . . Wea both there-
fore agree in this, that we perceive only sensibla iotr!m_: bat harsin
- we differ: you will have them tc be empty appearances; I, real
beings. In short, you do wad rast youwr senses,; Fdo'

'*Berkeley is always accosed of having propounded a theory
which coniradicts the evidence of the senses. That a man who
should thos disfegard the senses mnst be out of hix, was a ready
answet ; ridicwls was not slow in retort : declamation gave itsalf
elbow-room, and exhibited isslf in & fiymphant atiiteds, Tt was
easy to dectare (Reld, fegairy) that *the man who serionsly enter-
tains this belief, thongh in other respects he may be a very good
man, 385 2 man may be who baligves be ja made of glass; yai
surely he hath a soft place In his nnderstanding, pod hath besn
burt by moch thinking.'

""Unfortupately for the critics, Barkelay did me? contradict
the evidence of the senses; did mef propound a theety at vatiance
in this point with the ordinary belief of mankind. His pecnliarity
is, that he confined bimsel exclusively lo the evidenca of the
senses, What the senses informed him of, that, and that ondy,
would he accept. He held fast 1o the facta of conscicusness; ba
placed himself resolutely in the centre of the instinctive belief of



