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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

e

Baecalaureate Address.

BY PRESIDENT ANGELL.

THE HEROIC SPIRIT IN LIFE.

1In reading the life of Jesus Christ in the Gospels, one
i struck by the fact that while inviting men to be his dis-
ciples, he plainly instructed them that if they were to be
his followers, and especially if they were to do conspicu-
ous service in his name, they mnst cherish a brave and g
heroic spirit. In most impressive language he declared to
them that they must practice self-denial, that they must
make pleasure subservieat to duty, that they might be
called to gever the dearest ties of friendship and love. To
some of them he foretold a violent death. To the seribe,
. who early in the ministry of Christ proposed to follow him
whithersoever he shoald go, he said, “the foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man hath not where to lay his head.” To another man
who proposed to follow him, but wished first to bury his
dead, he uttered that astonishing command, *follow me,
and let the dead bury their dead.” When he sent out the
twelve apostles, he aonounced to them in the clearest
terins that they would be hated, delivered up to the coun-
cils, and scourged in the synagogues, that the brother
should deliver up the brother to death, and the father the
child. *Think not,” he exclaimed, " that 1 am come to
send peace on earth: [ chme not to send peace, but a
Isword. A man's foes shall be they of his own household,’
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Does it seem to you that langnage like this was ill-
suited to atiract followers to the great Teacher? Hat he
practiced no devices to secure diseiples. His aim was to
make known the trath. He waoted no followers save
those who were willing to accept the trath and shapa their
lives by it. ¥et he did not altogether lack for disciples.
Many indeed like the rich young man, whom he directed
to give away all his possessions-to the poor, found hix say-
ings oo hard, and went not after him. But he did find
men of the very sort he was seeking. A little company
gathered about him who were willing to share his priva-
tions, to confront the coatumely of men, to endurs perse-
cution, and at last to be stretched upon the cross, or to
Low their heads to the exacutioner's sword,

And this fact s in aecord with what we see every-
where. The call for men of herole spirit brings heroes to
the front. Who ever knew o go unanswered the call of the
milityry commander for men to lead “ the forloen hope,"
and to make the most desporate charge! Danger itself
has & charm for the brave. The sailor is fassinated by the *
vety perils of the sea. The soldier who cannot be hired
to serve in time of peace and safety gladly voluateers for
the service of death. There is a heroic spirit in men of
brave and noble soul that makes them welcome hard and
honorable service. Wbedience to dety is the regnant
epirit of true hearts. Pile up obstaclesin their path of
duty, nnd you stimulate mther than quench their zeal, If
our Lord bad promised easy and luxurious gervice, he
might have been followed by an army of wenaklings ot ay-

* barites, Bnt he wanted men, bold, true, feitbfel, large-
hearted men, who should endure to the end. Therefore
he softened no feature in hia picture of the life of those
who were to do his work. He set forth in detail the trials
which they shouid underge. He hade them coant the coat
bafore they enlisted under hiv banner. 8o it came to pass
that this band of twelve proved themselves with & single
exception the royal souls of Juden, who laid so deap and
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strong the foundations of his church that the gates of hell
have not prevailed against it.

He did indeed promise them divine help in their great
tasks, He even assured them that his yoke was ensy and
his burden light, and go they are to those who are in spir-
itual harmony with him, even when their trials are grav-
ast. The martyre sang hymas of joy in the midst of the
flames. His graeions words of comfort were not intended
to kill out the heroie spirit in men, rather to make heroistm
easy and glorions. God’s service does not rob man of the
highest qualities of manhood, but rather calls them into
action and develops them to perfection. The belief onee
cherished that Christianity values only the passive virtnes,
that it can endure and suffer, but not achieve, is utterly
false. It is to conquer the world, not alone by resisting
evil and bearing persecution, but also by the aggressive

_ virtue of going forth with its glorions messaged and carry-
ing them to the ends of the earth, It iz not to win its vie-
tories by sitting patiently behind theological breastworks
and awaiting attack, but by sallying forth from its re-
doubts and storming the strongholds of sin. The loftiest,
most vigorous, most maply type of character muat be the
Christian character. It must have the herole spirit which
is ready both to bear and to do hard things for the sake of
the truth.

Times have changed since our Lotd was on earth. In
this land at least men are not often persecuted for right-
eousneas’ sake, Many of the trials of his apestles are nob
oar triale. Nevertheless every life now has ifs ohstactes
and ita trials, Now ae then no man who has not some-
thing of the heroic apirit can expact very sigmal success in
life. None ?f 18 have been chosen for such preeminent
work as fell to the twelve elect companions of Ohrist. Bat
gurely you, who have been by a kind Providence set apart
for years from the onlinary cares of life to complete a
eourse of special training here, are efect men and women
in such a sense that you are under the execeptional re-
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sponsibility which flows from the enjoyment of exceptional
opportunities. Youn are called to high and special service,
I venture to believe that nok one of you purposes to he a
mere. dilettante, to float lazily down the stream of life,
without an active effort to reach some worthy goal. Every
one of you feels that his resl work in life iz now truly to
begin, and every one is burning to make a good beginning.
At the first blrst of the trampet. of war in %1, how quickly
the halls of this University and of every college in the
land were emptied of students, who heard the eall for he-
toic eacrifice. Happily peace reigns now, but the air is
resonant with calls for man of herol¢ mould to enter apon
every worthy voeation, and the civie life of to-day has
scope enaugh for the best endeavor of every heroio spirit,
Let us see what are some of the demands which 1ife is to
make on you for lofiy purpose, manly eaurage and strenn-
ous 1oil, it yer are-to render worthy service. )
1. Those homely virtues, patience and industry, are
required in abundant mensure, especially in the years just
before you. To persons who are ardent in temperament,
ambitious of suceess, ready for toil, and conscious of power
to perform difficult tasks, there come few experiences in
life harder to bear than the eaforced wailing for opportun-
ities to exercise one’s gifts, which so often marks the be-
ginning of one’s professional career. The painful stillness
of the freshly rented office, unbroken by the welcoma in-
trusion of any olient or patient, weare on the restless
spirits like solitary imprisonment. The loneliness of the
wilderness is wore clteerful Lthan this solitude ampng men.
The young graduate, with his teacher’s diplomain hand,
it scanning the horizen reund in quest of that ideal
schiool borrd which is willing to take a tencher mLIxout.
experience,” and he sadly wonders how one is'ever to gain
any experience, except that of hope deferred, If I refer
to my own personal experience, it 4 because I hope it may
furnish a ray of comfort in the coming months to some one
of you, The most wrelched wetks of all my life were
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those immediately following my graduation, when I
sought in vain an opporfunity to give instruction on any
subject to anybody. To fecl that apparently atter all
your trouble to prepare yourself for usefulness, the great,
salfish, busy, greedy world has no use for you, cares noth-
ing for you, halts not for a moment to express the least
sympathy for you, much less to help you, this tries of
what stuff you are made. But my trial came toan end by
my receiving afler & time and gladly accepting 2 ¢all to
teach one half blind boy at a salary of four hundred del-
lars o year, and so 1 galned experience if not wealth, T
counsel you in such eircumstances to take any position,
however humble, if you are competent to fill it, rather

_than to sit in idleness bemoaning your bad fortune. To
fill & humble position well is the best way to secure a call
to a higher position. And in due time you will all find
your opportunities. But whatever pursuit you underteke,
you will do well to enter upen it with the hereic purpose
to ‘maintain your courage and persistence through those

« trying days of slow progress, which are generally encount-
ered at the Laginning of a professional eareer,

If patience is required at the beginning, a heroic spirit
of trial is needed to carry one on te the heighis of eminent
sueeess.  [n the sharp and pitiless competitions of Ameri-
can life, even the most gifted men -can hold pesitions at
the front in augh callings as most of you are likely to fol-
low only by strennous, systematic, incessant toil. Per-
haps no error is more common to persons at your stage in
life than to suppose that brilliancy of intellect will suffice
for them without hard work. No jostification for this belief
is found in the careers of great scholars, great merchants,
great engineers, great physicians, or great lawyers. With
few exceptions the most brilliant men have achieved solid
and lasting results only by the most prolonged and ardu-
ous toil, Oeccasional dashes of hard work, what the buat-
ing men would call spurts in the race, are sasily made un-
der some temporary excitement. But it is the oarsmen



