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The Graves of Myles Standish and Other Pilgrims.

BY REV. E. J.

CHAPTER L.

Wiitera of fetton sod writere of history
have sald that thn&mve of Myles Stendish,
the famous Captain of Plymonth, Ie ua-
koown and must forever remaln unkpown,
‘This we might believe, if we kmew that
the writers alluded to had examined allthe
wvidenee in existemce mbout the matter,
But It 1z certain they did not do so, and
now For the fArst time evidence will be pro-
duced that will place the idemtity of the
grava of Standieh beyond ail poeelhility of
. dlepute.  This evidence is taken from the
town racords of Duabary eod from other
gocient documents, from & thereugh exgm
{nation of the places referred to in thess
decumenta, and from living witnesses of
memorinis of the Captaln's grave.

It Is ucknowledged on all hands that
Biudiah died fn t666 and that he was
burled in Duzrbary. He died on the 8d of
Detober, “*s man full of yesrs and honored
by his memeration.” Becretsry Nathaolel

orton, who died on the 2th of June
1885, in the saventy-thivd yeur of his age,
records of Beandish, that "‘he g ng
very ancient became sfck of the stooe ox
Birangulllon, whereo! after his puffuring
of much delorous pafn, he fell melwep Im
the Lord aod waa hl}norubIT' burled at
Duxbury.” This ia univarually admitted,
that Standish was buried in Duxbury, and
this {ain accordrnce with his will which
reads, My will ia that cut of my whale
oetate my fnnersl chargea to be takem oot
and my body to be burled i & decent man-
ner, and if 1 dlein Duoxburrow, my body to
be laid as near as convenlently may be to my
two dear dsughters, Lora Standleh, my
dsughter, and Mary Btandish, my daugh-
ter-in-law."™

Traditlon is at ooe with history io emy-
jog that Btandish I8 burled fa Duxbury.

nﬁ‘h.e question ia, Where la his grave io
Duxbury?

Mr.
taint
Bearc

uatin  Winsor reflecta the uﬁ'oar-
of thoss who make soperficial
and trust top muach to conject

‘placed  here

V. HUIGINN,

urg andd gupposition. In bis History of
Duxbury, Wineor gays, *'No stone marke
the resting place of his aehes and we must
4ewk In vain the place where reposes what
wag mortal of theimmortal Standish. He
was probably, however, burfed on his
farm, or perhaps in the oid burying
ground in that wicioity st Harden Hill.”

r. Winsor's suppositions roncerning
thg burial place of Btandish and the early
Fllgrims in Tuxbury ara without the least

foundation. 'When speaking of the desth
nf the Rev, Ralph Partr , the first
winister of Duxbury, Mr. Winsor says

that be was *'probebly interred in the firar
buzlal place of the town which was & kioll
in the south-eastern part at Harden Hill
asitla ¢ulled. TP apy stones were ever
they have since besn de-
aroyed by the ravages of time or other-
wilsa a4 mone at the present time exist.
Probally, however, mone were

In hopes of concealing from the Indians
thalr loss by death, and consequent weak-
ness; or in varllest periods the diffi-
eulty of procuring stones from England
was &) great that few if any conld have
beann placed here,

"Thia wws probably used a2 a place of
sapulture for about sizty yeara and here
ware doubtless buried most of the found.
wrd of the town and church. Here prob-
ably test the remains of Standish, Alden,
Coller, Partrilge and others, whose mem-
ory we delight to cherish but whose graves
must forever remain unkoown.

“Wa beve the most pogitive evidence
that ibers was a burylng-ground here.
Bome years ago while a sloop was build-
ing o thls vicinity, there were found the
booce of & female and an infant burled
togather, Aboat the close of the century
a small slonp grounded on the marsh near
by in 8 severe gale, and a party of work-
man g ad to get her off. While here
they discovered in the bank lately washed
by the sea, the appearance of & coffin, and
on cloger examipation they perceived the
nails, though ell were in & very decayed



gtate. Om the shore bonesth thera were
found three skulltand seversl bones, ap-
parently of the thigh. The testh in one
were perfect and in one there were two.
OUn one there wasd dome llﬁht gandy hair,
The bank hers waa washed awsy some
twenty feet withln fifty years, Bome,
however, inellng to the bellef that thls waa
un Indinn yard, but the fact that it wes
pear the Aret choreh and other ¢onefder-
ations Infinence me (o bollove that 1t was
a0 English burial place, There were, ffty
or seventy years ago, traditfonal reporia
that there wag a burylog-ground a ghort
distance to the wost of the Methwllat Epla-
copal church, abd Eagulre Bprague, when
plowlng, used alwave on that scooubt o
leave undisturbed this portion, Mujor
Alden was seciastome] to abderve that he
believed Johu Alden, the Pigrim, was
huried here and that this was she fimst
burying-ground, and the oos st Uunden
Hill i:.hFleaa at Indlam ooe, Tlhateror,
thare @ no pesilice enidene: o thix pednd
etther iney.

Mr, Purtrldeo preached o a vory omall
building in tbe svuth-esstern pact of the
towo near the watar, aod tewdithon sow
marks its sitw. This buildivg probubl
gtood for alout seveoty yewrs sod in ic
preached the first thegs pastors of the
church. ¥

We have quoled all thia from Fr Win-
sor's History of Duxbury to show bow  In-
accarate was his iuﬂirm.u.mmh?fd I“:i:w
many conjectures snd probsbilitics be
adopted to explain his theory that Staol-
ish wae boried on Hatden Hill, or oo hile
own farm. You will remark thal Mr,
Winsor st times says "'probebly” Stundish
‘waa buried on his farm or ‘‘perhaps™ om
Hurden Hill, and agaln says, ' probably be
was buried on Harden Hill, aod ﬁnhl]f'
suys thé firet church was near Harden Hill,
und therefore there was 8 burying ground
there aud an Hoglish ooe at that. Mr.
Wioesor's facts and conjectures wera hastll
gathered when he was & young mar oo his
vagation In Duzbury. He bad, at that
tima, no trulnlng in sntiquarian or arch-
wologieal researches or be would have
seen Lhat lu hils own book be hes the mosk
couvineing evidence to prove that aill
thean couﬁmurna are gronndiess as to the
sites of the old church and the old grave-
yard In Duxhuriy.

Harden EHIN {ies on the ssuth-westerly
coast of Duxbury Bay, north of the creek
koown ag Blmmons’ Creek, and oppoaite
or nearly op te the home of Mr. Irs
Chandlér, who lives on the Nook rosd,
Harden Hill isar present occupled by Mr,
William Freeman (whose plece fe owned
by Mr. Theodore Freeman), Mr. Edgar
Bmith, Mr, Edwuard Marsh, Mr. Gamaliel
Wadaworth, and Mr. Calvin Smith. The
very eltustion of this hill would show that

the enrly settlers nover would have select:
ed it for the site of » church or for e
gravevard, It way removed from E“E
settler io the town. ‘There was no publ

rond to it; 1o all the records of public roads
there is np mentiovn of & rmoad to Harden
Hill, nor Is thers the least reference to u
meeting-houss there, Now If the meetingfi-_
housa were there, there would be & publ

iighway to iy, for the meeting-house was
ueed for all town's meettngs ar well as fur
church purposes.  Thers was oo highway
to Harden Hill; there iz oo reference [n
the deede and reconds of the farme In that
vicloity to & meetiog-honse as u boundury.
The kill was sltogether remote from the
centre of pupulation, ‘The Nook people,
in order to reach the meeting-house, would
have to oroas the murshes lylng around at
the back of Mr. Bylvaoue Bampson's, or
rhey would have to goaround by some pub-
lic way. Thera Is no public way mentluned
in any of the desds of farms or In any of
the bounda of farma recorded for thosc
estly times, Besides, the names of the set-
tlers whose farms are recorded as lf-!ng
around the flst meeting-bouse sl lved
round Hall's Corper, nesr what s Enown
a8 the nld cemetery on the road between
Eall's Corner sod Bayley's Cnroer, To
place n mecting-house om & hill remote
from sl the sattlers in all parts of the
town would be an absurdity ton great to
lay to the menac of the distinguished men
whe founded Duxbury and established a
chirel hera. A1l the eettlers about the
plaex: knower a3 Fowder Point, and in ail
tho nerthers pars of the towo around John
Alden's homestead end aronnod Mill Brook
atd Dock AU, would objecs to EJutl‘dng 8
moeting-house o such an out-of-the way

lace.

Aa to the supposed graveyord at Harden
Hil, there are no traces of any public
graveyard there. Excavations were made
on the hill by several people, and there
wad not & trace of a graverard, & rommon
%Imvajnrd. According to Mr. Wineor,

arder. Hil was ueed a8 & gravevand by
the people of Duxbury for sixty years at
least. That s, 1t was used a3 a graveyard
uotll about 1640, o. . Now thers are
public records that s large number of peo-

died in Duzbury before that time.
ides, the Wadeworth records state that
elghty four persoue hed died fn Duxbury
:{p to 1688, a. p. Now it would be impos-

ble to bury such & oumber of people in s
gvaveyard oo Harden Hill and at this date
find po trace of such & pumber of gravea,
Agaln, 1t woold be impossgible for such a
graveyard to be washed away by the sea
and the people of the town not to know It
and to teke cara to keep their desd from
betng washed loto the ses. This is all the
more evident when you consider that the
peaple of Duxbary were always & sen-{sr-



Iog people having st lesst the ordlbary
reverence for thelr dead, It would bave
been impossible for the sea to encroach
wear afier year oo their sboms without
their knowladge, and, having that koowl-
edge, I8 it efther probable or posstblo that
the early settlers would take noe stepd to
koep thelr dead from befug arred Ioto
the bay ¥

Every week the people were at thelr 41
vine service; over and over agalo they car-
ried their dm.clthc:e;frequcnt:g they must
bave vieited the gravea of thelr former
fricnda; thelr town-meetings were held in
the mecting-houss, and all public businees
was transacted 1o It; for all these reasons
and many others that will muggest them-
selves, the people of Duxbury would have
had many and ample opportunitles for ob-
gerving the deatruetlon of their graveyard
by the tides, and auch deatruction eould ot
have taken place without thelr Enowledge
of it, But therc lr o tradition of such
destructlon. It muwst be borne In mind
thar this deatractlon should have taken
place between 1653, when Standish wae
vuried, and 1685. The graveynrd wos in
existence when Btandish was buried in
1656, and the records are eomplete gince
1665. Had the graveyard becn washed
away eince this tlme, some record of it
would be left io history or in tradftion.

The pesumption that the graveyard was
washed away waa forced on the defenders
of the Hardem Hill theory, becouse Do
trace of & graveyard s found thero now,
And they justiy fesl that the absence of au
entire public graveyard must be accounted
for in some way.

Mr. Bradford mede extensive excavations
and searches on Harden Hill for traccs of
& graveyard. Mr. Bradford wes asslated
by his brother, and after a dilizeat search,
digelng several feet deep and exploring,
A8 pexione Know how to explore for graves,
they could oot find coe trace of a graveyard
oo Herden Hill

Ag to the booes that were found on Her-
den Hill, the belief was that they wero
Indisn bomes, unotil Mr. Justin Winsor
stated in bis book that they were Cancsalan
bopes, from the fact that this supposed

wveyard ‘‘was pear the first church.”

At it was not nesr the fret church 18 ab-
solutely certsln, even mccomding to Mr.
Wiosor's facte. The fuusdation for his
aupfmdtion ls gove mod the suppositlon
vaoishes,

It ia oot vecesanry that we should pe-
count for the bones found on Harden Hill,
for they do oot fo oy sense ocorreapond
with what history, tradition, and Btandish's
own will require to prove that they were
the bones of the Standish family. How-
ever, there are many ways of sccounting
for these bones. They may have been In-
dian bones. They may have been the bonea

of some shipwrecked peopls; they may
have heen the bonea of people who for some
resson were barled oo their own farm. The
moet likely thing of all is that they wers the
honee of the several peoplé who were exe-
cuted in the town durlng its carly years.

The bonea found were the sheletopsol &
wowan &nd o child burled with ber, *'thnes
akulle and several bones ap|)u.runtP". of the
thigh, The teeth fu one wure perfect, and,
in ope there were two, Owp one thorc was
some Heht sindy hair.” The womean aod
the child sy hoave beew Alce Bushup
(the wife of Hichard Busbup wha Hve
with Love Brewster), and het child. They
wore martied o 1844 and she was hanged
in 1648 for the murder of ber child. T
other skualle were probably of the otber
Eermns who ot various times were put to

eath or were burled apart for apecial rea-
gons.  Therc are roecede of three or four
varly executlons. The swamp-cncireled
ernd -Hill would have bees a retired place
in which to bury such people.

Thet theee boves could oot have becn
the remaipa of the Standish family & evi-
dent.  Neither Lore wor Mury Standish
wag buried with & elilld. These two young
women werd burled near cach otheyr. The
Captain wae burled near thera. Al aprec
that they were boried In the groveyard
atlaclicd tothe church.  Those who would
ary the Copialby at Harden Hill, or on the
farm of Mra. Thooea Chandler, eleim that
the firat chorch wus i obe or Lhe other
place reepectively. On Harden Hill no
two voune wolco weto fouwd near an old
rano. Nootwo retnarkeable pyramidal stomes
were found marking the place. Mo tradi-
tlon In the ofdeat fuwinilies supported the
notion that chere tver were a graveyard
and a church on Harden Hill. There never
wad o public road leading to Herden Hill,
and the public roads all led tothe meeting-
bhouse. There never weas any towe-land on
Hardgen Hl. The church, and $he pound,
and the atocks, were elwaye placed on the
town-lend mnd lo & convemient place oo
the highwnye. The farms bounded with
reference to the old chureh and the town-
lund are ol locoted near Hall'a Corner and
towards Bayley's Corner arcund the old
SCmELSTy in that vle:[nir.ﬂ'.

All the evidence In the case {8 opposed
to the supposition that Harden Hill was
the gite of the #irst church and graveyard.
Fven if we granted Mr. Justic Winsor's
hypothesia that the boues found on Har-
wen Hill were Caucastan booes, this would
not prove that the firet church was tbhere;
and even if vhe firet church wes there,
this would not prove that Htandish was
barled oo Harden Hill, zs long as the tra-
ditlong of the town prove that he was
buried elsewhere. We shall again refer to
Mr. Wingor's grent mistake in Ioestiog the
meeting-house on Harden Hill, apd out of



his own book we shall prove his mistalke,

It might be well to say that the rem-
CADEE O 3mﬂin found on the water-front
af would not prove that the
hones were not. Indian bones, There were
many praying or Christian Indians in the
colony, and they would have learnad how
to bury their dead {n coffine. We might
ask, too, where were the slaves, formerly
owned in the town, burfad?

The peture of the soil whers the rem-
wants of the coflin were found would make
the wood and nalls decay mqillly, a0 Lhat
even & coflin recently burled would soon
give slgns of bhaviog been burfed for a
great number of yaars,

CHAPTER IL

It would bardly be necessary to sy
much more about Mr., Wingora theory
that Harden Hill wes the sfte of the fial
church and churchyard, and consequently
the burial place of Standish, if olhers were
not misled by Mr. Wipsor's anthorlfy, and
if ome were not even judical encugh
to maintein what Mr. Wiogor hlminelf does
nof meintain, that Mr, Winscr's sothority
is final on this question of the grave af
Myles Standish,

Had Mr. Winsor advertad to what he
has on page 138 of his ““History of Dux-
bury,” he would mot have adopied tha
Harden Hill theory, nor would s0 many

le Imve besn lad aatrag' by hls sochor
_gea of tha pa glven to
1804, Mr ingor mays:
ol In 1884, we find the flmt mentfon. of &
ps.nmn when a committes was appoiat-
d to give Mr. W. & deed of the tnwme
hﬂuae! ‘and the land he now lives un. At
this time the town grapted him hall yw
meadow called Rouse's mendow, vt -
longed to ye minfstry, to him and his
helra forever, auill 7o uee of ¥t whole his
tifetime.” The house sbove mamed wau
buflt by the Bev. John Holmes, on land
he purchased of John Smﬁ:ue, and wue
gituated weat of the road g from the
meeting house fnto the Neok or Capt
Btandish’'s point, containing sbout e
or eight acres. The house waa afterward
sold Major Willam Bradford, who
marrln the widew of Mr, Holmes. to the

From the location of this house buailt by
Mr. Holmes, it was easy for Mr. Winsor to
perceive that this houss lying west of the
rowd Jeading from the meeting-house into
the Nook, the mesting-honse could not
huve been ou Harden Hill. To reach the

cok from s mipposed meeting-house on
Hurden Hill you would heve to go weat
untf] you met the raad leading from the
mill at Mill Brook to the Mook, The
main road would be from the Nook to the
mill, sed s road runolog sl tight angles, or

nearly so, would lesd from thie mein rosd
to the su ?DH&M] mesting-honse oo Harden
Hill. This latter would be the meeting-
house romd proper, for the one from the
Nook to the mill was known a8 the road
from the Kook to the mill. As a matter
of fact the meeting-hoose was on the west.
ern side of thls maln road, and so this
roud was alsu called the road from
the meeling-house to the mill, and the rond
from the meeting-bouse to the Kook, It
towrke its designation indiscriminately from
the three important places oo it, the
Nouk, the meeting-house, and the mill. A
[arm west of the road leading from the
mwtln%-hnuse te the Kook, conld not be
at Harden Hill, nor could it be at Mrs.
Thomas Chandler's furm as we shall sse.
Here theo Mr. Winsor had proof that his
conjeciure, that for aewntf years the first
church was on Harden Hill, wes wrong.

{in the sama pﬁeof his History of
buary. 183, ingor continues directly
after the wunia quoted:  “*At the same
time they gove him (Mr. Wiswall) one ball
of Bm;})a meadow, and the old pasture
houmled north-sast by the before men
tirped heose lot, N, west by Mr, Ralph
Thacher's homestead; south-weat by Mor-
ten's Hole marsh; spd south-esat by
Thomas Poney's.” It will be seen, then,
that the homestesd of Bev. John Holmes
given by the town to Mr. Wiswall was the
north-east bonndary of thia other piece of
Isnd given to Mr, Wiswall, which was
bounded un the south.west by Morton's
Hola marsh, By looking atvthe map of the
town Mr, Winsor could have st once de-
termined whers Rev, Mr, Wiswell's howe
wns, whery Iev, Mr. Holmes' home was,
and where the Hev, Mr., Partridge’s bome
was, The three are menticned in thia
pﬁcragrafph glving the boundaries of thia
place of lan lfgman to Mr. Wiswall. From
the pogition of the mamh at Morton's Hole,
sud from the Jocation of the two pieces of
land gilven to Mr. Wiswall, one the
Holmes homegtend, and the reference to
the rord from the mesting-house into the
ook ag the sastern boundary of the above
horaestesd, we can emsily show that the
meeting-touse was not on Hardem Hill,
ogor could it bave bean om Mrs. Thomes
Chandlers farm. The evidence all provea
that it was gt thaﬁ:ﬁ resent old cemetery be-
tween Hall’s und Iiayley’s Corners.

Mr. Balph Thacher, whose name ia men-
tioned In the Jast boundaries, was the
grandeon of Rev. Kalph Pariridge, and
oeoupied the homestead of his grandfather, -
which came to him through his mother, a
daughter of Mr. Partridge. Here we see
the homes of the first three mindsters,
Fartridge, Holmes and Wiswall, almost
beside the old cemetery, betwoen Hall’s
and Bayley's Corners; Partridge's was ad-
jolning the cemetery.



CHAFTER IIL.

Before proving concluaively the location
of the firat mesting-house and 1g!‘lll\l'r.l:.mu:l
to have been at the present old cemeler
north of Morton’s Hole marsh, on the 1
betwoen Hall's Corner and Bayley's Cocoar,
wo ghall conalder the theory advapced by
pome that the old meeting-houge lay on
the polat of land lying west of Morlon®
Hole, om or near what 1 now the farm of
Mrs, Thomass Chandler, and that Myles
Btandish was burled there,

In order to reach this polot or tonguo
of land atrotehing Intothe bay west of Mor-
ton's Hole, you should have higkways from
the different Ear:s of the town leading to
this place, ut in all the records of the
town from the sarliest times there 1s not a
hint of & hfghway Inte this tongue of land.
In fact it would be absurd fo suppose thai
Standish aod the founders of the town
would have bullt ihelr meectlng-boose,
im such sn cut-of-the-way placa.  Standish,
Brewester and those who ved In tho Nook
would have to come up te Hall's Corper
and them pase westwand [o onder w geb
around the marsh that lzy all round Mor-
ton’s Hole, and then pass westwatd of tha
Goodwin {now Saunders) house 1o tha
south toreach the meating-house, and this
in ail kinds of weather. ‘T'o imagipe such
& thing when the rosde were bad, and when
the cams farther north than it doss at
present, whem the whole waller lyio
around Morton's Hole wam swamp, an
marsh, and bog, and when quite s Jarge
cteelk Howed down through the gorge be-
slde the fvat bridge on what is known as
the New Road or Border Strest—to imag-
fou, I say, such & logetion for the meeting-
house as on that of land west of
Morton’s Hole, 8 to ine that Htand.
fsh, BDrewster, Alden, and the other pru-
dent men who seitled the town were
dofng their best to meke chuarch-go-
Ing a8 hard and me difficult s poesible
for themsslves and for all concerned. Then
all the people in thenorth end of the town,
{n fact, in al] the town, (wa have alreedy
spoken of the Nook), would have to trudge

glr weary waye over bad roads and aronnd
ewamps 10 the most auullmrlg' peint of
lund in the town Lo resch thelr mooting-
bouse. Would It not be more In accondance
with reason to suppose that all tho inkaetd-
tants of the town would vote to place the
meeting-iouse In & central, acciesible

lace? Why abould they select the most
naccasalble places and the most incon-
venfent ¥

It huas boen said that the swanip or marsh
around Morten's Hole did pot in former
times extend so far southwerdly as st pres-
ent; in other words, that the bay came in
farther towards the morth. Mr. Herbert
Peterson, the present owner of the land fo

this marsh, says that he distinctly remem-
bers when the marsh’'s edge was nearl
one bundred feet farther morth than it
at present, and Mr, Peterson s & young
man, This, too, {8 borne out by the fact
that quite & large creck called Morton's
Hola Ehm'lt ran into the bay at this polnt.
The bid of the creek is still plainly visible
aml the waters of the bay went up the
creek to guite a distance; just as at
Engle's Nest crock spd Bluoe-fish rivar.
That this was so b evidenced by the fact
thet o 16888 A, D., by order of the town a
Vwgur” wad to be et at Morton's Hole
This fuet i [1eelf proves thet there was
uile w coock, which was known as Morton's
ode Creslt, Sowlng into the bay from the
north, the hemd of which creek Is sfill
lalnly traceable, Teking all these things
ﬁ-.w ronglderation, and the swampy, boggy
nuturs of the land arcund the Hole even
to thla dap, we know that the arable and
muture land must have been less than it
mda{em thie vlclnity, 'These facts will
Lo of Ehe greatest jnterest when we koop
thew 1o memory in copnection with the
grante of Jand end the boundaries of [arma
s highways at and nesr Morton's Hole.
A has been enid there was not & high-
Wy ]mdingn}_rnt-n thiz tongue of land, now
owbed by 8. Thomas Chandler, from
any part of the town, Had Mr. Winsor
adverted to what he wrote on page 183,
he coald hava saved a great desl of con-
fusiou, and if those who would lovate the
flest meetdng-hovse oo Mm, Chaodler's
farmy would but attend to the %Iwﬁruphy
ol tho town, sand the records of highways,
forms, and town's lands, they would be
saved the mistake of tryi:ug to prove an
impossible thing,
¢ have already seen that the Rev, Mr.
Holmes buflt his house on land bought of
John Bprague, and we bave seen the loca-
tion of that iand with reference to Morton's
Hala end the road leading from the mest-
lug-house Into the Nock. ™ A road IBB{“I:H
feom Chandlera farm to the Nook cou
ool by any possibdity be the boun for
a form lying northeast of Morion's Haole
reh

wareh.

The Chandler farm is wesi of Morlon's
Hole, and no h],%sﬂ:'ay ever ran to and
from Chandler's place. . How could & farm
lylog northeast of Morton's Hole be
bounded on its enstern side by a ﬂ#[ppﬂﬂ
toad runniag from & point west of Morton's
Hole to a polnt of land due east of Mor-
ton'a Hole? It 18 well to bear in miod that
Mr. Holmes came to Duxbury in 1658, and
bought the land from Bprague amd bl
hls home thereon,

The locatfon of the thmgue farm will
aleo prove that the road from the meeting-
bouse into the Nook conld pot be s road
runuing from the Chandler farm. The
Sprague homestesd end farm lay between



