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PREFACE

This volume was prepared as a Master’s thesis at the University
of Chicago. It is a study of the traffic problem only. Although
several related subjects, such as water-power development, land
réclamation, and flood control, have bid for entrance, it has seemed
best to “stick to the last.” Those interested in the freight move-
ment and rates will find these subjects treated in the latter part of
the volume. In the appendix will be found a complete comparison
of boat and rail rates between the more important points on that
part of the route between St. Louis and New Orleans as published
in the six tariffs of the Mississippi Valley Transportation Company
and by the Illinois Central Railroad Company.

For aid in the collection and preparation of the material,
acknowledgments are due to Professor J. Laurence Laughlin of the
Department of Political Economy of the University of Chicago.
For suggestions in the revision of the manuscript the author is
indebted to Mr. James A. Field, editor of the Journal of Political
Economy. So much aid has been received from traffic managers of
large shippers, from officials of boat lines and railways, and from
others, that it would make too long a list even to enumerate those
to whom the writer is indebted.

WiLian A, SEELTON
Cricaco, ILuincis

July 30, 1g12
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