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The substance of the following Yitle work waa
given aa o lectave before the Whithy Wesleyan
Young Men's Association ; & sociely which, under
the presidemey of the Rev. W. H. Bambrifige, was
of greai servioe to its members. The favonr with
which the paper was then; and on & sbsequent
occagion; yoceived, and the spperent want of a
amall book on the subject, have indneed it revision,
anlargemnent, and publicaticon.
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&he Bise of Methodism.

To righily estiznate tha 1ife of en individual who
hns been farmona, it ia noecesary to consider the stute
of the times in which he lived, and to have regard
to the powers which were ermed againet him ; for
the gualities of o man moy in some measore be
kmown by the opposition he overcomes.  We connod
ba eltogether indspendent of what takes place
sronnd ns. It was the bosat of one illusirious
charseter that he made ciroumstances. And so
do we all; bmt still to begin with wo muef
take things 28 we find them. In the ecose
referred to—that of Napoleon—as far as we
k:_mw, war made hin fortune; and the ewose
of his glory muost be sought far beck in the previous
ages, when fyranny wag producing the Frencl
Bevolution. Martin Luther found the plot of his
life’'s drama in the corroptins of the Bomish
Chorch. Johm Wealey might have lived: and: died:
an earnest, yeb womoficed clergyman, dab for the
vices of English society.

The history of England duoring the reigns of the
first and second Goorges is not a pleasant onc o =
religions or & patriotic Englishman. For, while
there were noble deeds by flood and fielt, and the



might of England was felt here and there as it had
been before and as it has often beon since, and while
seienes and litoraturs hed a8 fow of their lright,
partionlar stars,” the snoals of that period record
for the most part the slory of unnecessary wars
unekilfally condocted; of the weskmesses of
monarchs whose * predominant and habitual pas-
gions wers for mistresses, pumch, snd money;" of
parliamentary corruption and rojnisterial intrigues; |
of almoat voiversal licentiowsmess in the sristocracy
and of apiritual wickedness in high places; of
immoral writinga end popular infidelity; of igmo-
rancs, brotelity, snd crime amongst the people.
The resclntions of Government geemed to be thet
.20 long aa the people were not Papist they might be
Infidel—so0 lorg sa they were not Jacohin they might
be wicked. :

In thosa days nu pentleman need show his face
in public who durst not fight for his position ; and
it was o glory to have had sn * affair of honouor.”
S0 deeply wes this mixed with the =pimt of the
times thal you mey read of a religiously-disposed
man making his will before fighting o duel, recom-
mending hiz soul to God and ssking forgiveness for
the moditated crime from which he had neither
grace nor nerve to refrain,

Gambling and card-playing prevailed fo an
enormous extent, end were not confined to the male
gex.  They were the rage amongst fashionsble
women. Bo perseveringly did they give themselves

ap fo them that it wag said that children were then
-
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born with the five of clubs impressed mwpon them.
Boch o cnstom could not fail to indoce domestio
v misery and looseness of morals,

The atate of the army and navy waa deplorable.

Mr. Wosloy was at Newcastls doring the rebellion
"of 1745, and was struck with the drinking and
" eursing of the soldiery, and reflected that it was

gearcely possible that God should bless the erma of
‘moh men. Ten years after, we find in a letter
sddressed to Pitk, it 18 hoped some method may be
teken; by disconreging naticnal sins, to gain the
favone of the Lord of Hoate, Ttiie ssid they conld
not hope that God would bless the connsela of those
wha are avowedly despisers of his laws and live in
-open confempt of veligion, and who spend thet tima
in gaming which should be deveted o the worship
of God. Nor could they expect thet God wounld go
forth with our fleets snd armise while the regiments
ware filled with profaneness in men and officers, and
every men.of.war wag 4 little hell of impiety. And
he is emmestly intreatad b0 abolish the custom of
selling chaplsincics of regiments to weslthy clergy-
men, who entirely neglect their duties.

Now and then, ander some extraordinary event,
4he peopla became alarned. There was o striking
instance of this in the year 1750. In Fehruary,
Several violant tremblings of the earth tock place
in London and the surrounding peighbourhood.
Chimnies were overturned, the brasses and pewter
foll from the shelves, snd the pecple wore greatly
terrifisd. Bot when, just & month after, other and



