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PREFACE.

The MassacHuseErTs TrEACHERE ASSOCIATION
was organized in 1845, Ity history is substantially
embodied in the following absiract of its proceed-
ings. In preparing this abstract, the committee to
whom the work was sszigned have almed Lo record
every important act of the Association ; to give
the names of all persons who have favored it with
lectures, papers, or illnstrative exercises, and the
subjects thereof ; to specify the topics of all {he
disenssions and the persons who participated in
them ; and to furnish a eomplete list of the ofllicers
of the Association and their time of servies, and
of the editors of the Massachusetts Teacker. The
limitz necessarily assigned to this publication arc
such as to forbid all attempts to present an abstract
of the discussions. Such an abstract would fill
several volumes,

The changes made from fHine to time in the Con-
stitntion of the Association have been stated in fin-
mediate connection with the oviginal articles. Two
of the changes are specially noteworthy, as having
been the oceasion of long-continued discussions. Ar-
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ticle 6 excluded the Viee-Presidents from the Board
of Ihrectors, making their office simply honorary.
In 1544 Mr. Gideon F. Thayer proposed an amend-
ment whielh was desigpned to include those officers
among the Direetors.  ITn 1547 the amendment was
rejecied.  In 1849 Mr. Thayer again presented his
wolion to amend. The next year it was again®
rejected.  In 1853 a special commiitee reported
in its faver, The following vear it was for the
third time rejected. Mr. William H. Wells re-
newed ithe proposition to amend. No furtlier action
o the subjeet was taken until 1858, when Rev.
Cliarlez Haminond revived the amendment, and in
1838 it was adopted, thuos constituting ail the offi-
cers members of the Board of Directors.

The oiher chanee, which is far the most impor-
fant of all the swendients that iave heen adopted,
redates Lo megnbership.  Under the oviginal second
Article of the Coustitution, only male teachers
were eligible to wembership, By a vote of the
Azsoeiation, female teachers were invited to con-
tribnte essays on educational topies.  In 1851, Rey.
Cyrus Peiree proposed an nuendment to strike oul
of the sceond Avticle the word “ male,” in order to
admit female teachers to membership on  equal
teems with male teachers.  The following year the
proposition was negatived by a large majority.
Mr. Pobeee rencwed his motion,  In 1853 he called
up his wiendwent, bt it was soon laid on the
tuble, He once more renewed his motion.  In 1854
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it was rejected, bul, in its place, an amendment
admitting female teachers to honovary membership
was adopted. In 1258 Mr. Homer B. Spragne pre-
sented the original amendment. The next year the
Association refused to take the subject from the
table. No further action on the proposed change
was taken until 1866, when Me. In I Hagar, in
behalf of a special cominittee on amendments o
the Coustitution, presented a report in favor of
eranting full membership to female teachers, amd
the word “* male™ was then unanimously strieken
from the Constitution. Sinee that time a large
mnnber of female leachers have Lecowe members
of the A=zsociation, a zoodly wumber of whow have
served on the Board of Directors,

In 1868 an important cliange was made in the
mode of condneting the exercises of the annmal
meetings.  Then, for the first time, the Heetional
System was adopted. A part of the exercises were
held in general session, and for the remainder, the
Ascociation resolved itzell inlo three seclious,
cialled respectively Drimary School, Geammar
Selonl, and IMigh School Sections. This system
has been followed at all subsequent meetings, ox-
cepting that of 1873, Amoug its results bave been
a pgreat increase of interest in the work of the
Associntion and s much larger attendonce at its
annual conventions.

During the thirty-six years of its existence, the
Massachusetts Teachers” Association has accom-
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plished a most beneficent work in behalf of popular
education. Tt is gratifying to know that its pros-
peets of continmed usefulness have never been
brighter than they are at the present tima.

Daxien B, Hacag,
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