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[Chairman speaking when Reporter entered]

and, as T
intimated to your Committes of Management, by letter, I now tell you
personally, that mueh as [ disapprove of so-cslled Religiows Discussions in
generzl,® [ have been induced to take the Chair on this seeusion, from a
perpuasion—or rather, in the Aope, that the Opponents meet each other to
elieit Truth, not to ohtain Vietory ; [Hear, hear |] and as Yo yonrselves
have umngvd preliminaries, my daties of Office are very simple : I have
not aoything further to do with the * Regulationa” you bhave mutmally
agreed wpon, und which I have just read over in your hearing, than to ob-
serve them myself, and to guard you against departing from them; and
should the Discussion in anywiss tend to settle the minda of any individ-
uals composing this goodly assemblage, on the lung-vexed question, I shall
uot regret the inconvenience 1 have expermmed in being present at thl.a
Meeting. [Checra

You, on my right hand, consider yourselves warranted, by Soripture, in
maintainiog the doctrine of the Triniry—that © the Father is God, the
Bon is Cod, and the Hu]] Ghost ia God ; and yes, they are not three Gods,
but one God—the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity™: while You,
on my left, maintain, by Beripture, the UNITY oF THE GOBPHEAD— One
God end Father of all, He that is over all, and through all, and in ws all”;
and that “there is none other God but One—thé God aad Pather of our
Lord, Jesus Ohriat”,

‘With earuest and honest-minded men, the doctrine of the Trinity, is, after
due investigation, either sedulously upheld, or, uneguivocally disowned-—-
aceording to men's different views of Beripture—but, persons in genersal,
have pever given it so much as an hour's consideration ; having clothed
their minds, as they clothe their bodies—after the fashion in vogue :m
though views and opinions may vary, and even run counter to each o
still, beth parties may have credit in each other's integrity, as well as in the

®  Differences of Opinion, when scoompanied with mutual charity :anmmnthm
hvm)mhhmlmmﬂfwmwm inquiry,
disouskion, and knowlsdge, drobdescon
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integrity of the Evangelists and the Apoatles ; therefore, in the language
of good old Herbert—

Be colm in Arguing ; for, fierceness makes

Error a fault, and Truth discourtesy.

‘Why shonld I feel another man's mistakes

More than his sicknesses, or poverty ¥

In love I should—but, anger is not love,

Mor wisdom neither—therefore, gently move™,

Thousands, and hundreds of thousands, of profeased Christiana, are what
they are from sheer accident—mere Copies of those by whom they have,
saccidentally, been surrounded ; and might bave belonged to any other de-
nomination, just a8 easily and as thoughtlessly, as the sect to which they are
now allied : for, whether their parents, nursss, and iaten, had happ 1
to be Romanists or Proteatants, Calvinists or Arminians, Baptistz or
Quakers or Israelites, they would have been professedly the like—mere
fractions of & mass, eonstituting any religions body whatever, wholely irre-
Epective of its name or tensts ; belioving anyihing, adopting anything, sub-
seribing anything, swearing anything—emphati f ANTTHINGARIANS | for
alas) the Unita on this nether world, are as rare ag ‘Comets in the heuvens,
EH'enr, bear] There are n!mprajkusad Seeptics, and Infidals, and Atheists,
who doubt, assert, and deny, without mvestigation.® But, trust me, all
wuch mera professional dogmatists and iconoclasta, all snch belisvers and un-
belisvers, rank no higher in the estimation of thinking minds, than simple
AnyrHincartANe ; for, they know not whe they believe, or disbelieve ;
having, at bost, & zeal without knowledge. [Hear, hear [ Rely upon i,
* TrutH, whether in or out of fashion, is the mezeure of knowledge,
and the business of the understanding! Whatsoover is besides thut,
[Truth] however authorized by comsent, or resommended by rarety, is
nut.hmgbntlgnmnua, or, something worse. LookE.

T hope the Bpeakers in this Discussion, may prove themaelves men, not
mimics ; wnis, not fractions ; and that we shall be prmnt.ad with a vuriety
afarguemants on both awlw, ag brilliant and as catting a8 dismonds
[Hear, hear!

Aceording to Lord Eames—-Differences of opinion, make the Cement of
soaiety”; and I heartily wish, that the Disputanta sbout fo encounter, may
raise themselves in the appreciation and esteem of their Opponents, by a
rich display of polemiral akill, eourteous address, and christian charity ; and
that no one may have cause to be ashamed of Himself, [Hear, hear!

You differ in Opinion’; and you have o right to differ ; for, as a stanch
advocate of religious freedom has observed—

Doetrinal questions seem tible of general ag t, not from the abun-
mm I’:‘m‘tﬂn wanttof The argn t:menta &gllwhdl dbfnmut %

r 8, conalst m; wre, W must suseeptibla
of various interpretations, since 5.-53' m:umﬁfm\ra vurious interpretations. The
Trinitarians think, that fhe efernal wmunw of God the Father und God the Son
ia the scriptural doetring, The Ariana think, the Begetter must have existed
the Begotten. The Latin church believes, that the Holy Spirit from the
Father awp the Bon. The Greck chureh believes, that the Holy Spirit proeceds
oXLY from #4e Father, Kach of these opinions has been nuppurhed by hondreds

¥ In the National Beformer of Tth June, 18684, wo have Mr. Holyoake's authority for stating,
%’2 1o had not met witif Ten men who could glh @ sompible mln'r’!or th:l.r In]:h?in .;!nul\]lu'nllE-
for,
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of learned, conscientious, and diligent i mqnmzﬂ Hach lcg adopted by
of enthusisatic votaries; each has been pro rplsnm, and wmha:l
ﬁﬁmx each ]na had its doctors, its. permmn, its martyrs.

Thanks to the progress of Civilisstion, no one in this assemblage runs
any risk of martyrdom on account of his Opinions, be they what they may ;
and I should rejoice exceedingly, had we already so far receded from
Barbariem, th “?wu]& add, with equal truth—no Englishman runs an
risk of persscution for the pmmn]gauu:m of his Opinions® [Hear, Eml
Let us, however, my friends, be thankful, that, as a people, we are in &
state of mocisl, pl!llhr.:a-l scientifia, moral, and religions Progress—of which
this Meeting affords proof positive ; for, all yon guist, orderly, respectabla
gentlemen on my left, would, but & coupie of esuturies back, have been
subject to the penalty of DEaTH,t bad you dared to give utterance to your
conscientious sentiments | Happily, in 1864, we have Platforms, as well
88 Pulpits, throughont the length and breadth of the Iand ; knpwledge in
strenuously eradicating ignoranee, public opinion is loudly denouncing
persecution, while the humane and fraternizing precepts of genuine
christianity, sre rapidly noniting into one family the hitherto hitterly
contending Sectarists, teuching all classes of men that they are brethren [
[Cheers] The stain of legal mariyrdom for mere difference of opinion, is
for ever blotted out of our Btatnte-books, and the still-existing ecrime of
persecution for the exercise of privato judgement, is becoming cvery day
more and more odions in the sight of Britons, who are now learning, that
the real Disturbers in & free conntry, sre those who refure to their fallow-
men, that liberty of thinking, and uttering their thoughts, whioch cannot
any longer be repressed ! [Cheera.

I make no apology for pawsing in this Opening address, to pay a public
tribute of thanks to the preeent Bishop of Lendon, for the fearless and
cheering nttersnce of hiy enlightened sentiments, in the very firat Charge
to his —asentiments a3 spirited and liberal, as they ave christian and
- manly ! [Long-eontinved applause] In the presence of 2o many Ministers
of varjous denominastions a4 are hors assembled, I feel myself impelled, by
a eense of justice and of duty, to offer this incidental tokem of respect to
bishop Tait, for his intrepid snd econciliating expression of the following
Bsontences—

Nothing would be so likely fo apread soepticiem and unbelief among an intellj
Laity, as any crode sitempts on the of the Cien;y o h'eut the dlﬁmﬂ Emt

from free i mqmrg, withoui Iﬁmﬁ{, [y under, g e, u.ne.lu.hmll
—n corrupt state qfﬁmr!fmm which doubt and
unb-he[uuuppmaﬂto unwise and srrogant clsims to sn wnguesrts

obedience and snbmission of the understanding, I can conceive nothing more likely
to irritate intelli wen, and exoite the very enh wi im:\etaal].g -l
But, the spprehended dengers of free inguiry, are not covfined to Laymen;
‘pﬁ:p,uthnmaﬁmlinddahmw of the whole snhbject. There ia
certainly & difficulty, as to the tion of any very fres ingwiry by those who
begin by thus professing their baligf in FIXED FORMULARIES of docfrine, and

“ Wherever you see Persecation, there ia more than s probability that Truth lies on the per-
#ide. Dt LaTimeEn,

+ Ben the det pndbjlhlmlmmmim Boe alsd Act the Bth and
MMWEH:.“ n.ﬂ.“fwghmaﬂ' of Blasphemy and Profatcnidss”,
mit.:r-nnl shall alse muffer the space of thres years, without bail or

nnn;prun'
thio bad sbout 200 different offesses
mepmng pm&mq,w entailing
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obtain the ition which gives them influence as Teachers, in virtue of this
pmrﬂniun.'eg{iﬁ:’?t wonld be altogether wrong, to exaggerate this dificulty, ¢
will mever do to lay dows, that a Clergyman fr bound NoT TO INQUIRE.®
[Henr, hear | i en o our Gharch, under the leading of its best Divines, have ever
deemed it wise mot to spresd the influence of unsound Teaching samong n yenerous
people, by any the remolest semblance of Persecution; and have rather songht ever
to overcome the danger of HERESY by the manileststion of sperior learning and
acuteness, and & truer Christiun spint, than to prop up Truth by the terrors of
the Low. .

Even as the Declarstion which the law of the land requires to be made at
Ordination, I should be ready myelf, even noto, in epite of temporary alarm as to
unsound  Opinions, TO BELAX RATHER THAN TIGNTEN THE 3oxD. [Bursts of
applause, espocially from the Clergy of the Establishment] I hold, that in guarding
tl‘:e threahold of tha Ministry, as elsewhere in dealing with the difficulties of an
inquirities ags, the generous, confiding policy, is THE BEST AND MOBT CHELETIAN.
a‘mm not forget the kindly consideration with which archbishop Howley made
allowanca for the youihlul scruples of Amold. And certainly, most good men will
sllow, that the Charch of England of thie century would have been maimed, if
Arncld had been seared from ite ministry™4 [Hear, hear!

Faor these, and similar sentiments since published, I consider our worthy
and gourageons Bishop of London, riehly enijtled to our pablie Thanks ]
[Hearty applanse from the whole assembly,

Agreeably with your ¥ Regalations ", I now, sz Chairman, eall apon tha
Unitariana to produce Soripture suthority for their REpumiaTION of the
doctrine of the TRinrTE.

Rev. J. Appisow. Mr. Chairmau—Tadica and Gentlemen! In the New
covenant, there are 17 paesages wherein the Father is styled one or only
God ; but, not & single passage in which the Bon is so styled. There are
320 in which the Father is absolutely, and by way of gminenece,
called god—or, more acourately, the God [ Beog—ho Theos—the God]
but, not one passage wherein the Son ia so called. There are 105 |
in which the Father is denominated the God with peouliarly high titles and
epitheta ; buk, the Hon is not even once so denominsted. Thers are 19
declaring that all prayer and praiss onght to be offered to the
;aﬁam-, and that everything ought to be directed, ultimately, to His honor
and glory ; but, of the Son no sach declaration is ever made. Of the 1300
in the New covenant wherein the term god oceurs, there iz mot
one which necessarily implies the existence of more than ome persom in
the Godbead, or, that such oneis any other than the Father. The passages
wherein the Son is declared, either positively or by the clearest implioation,
to bo sUBORDINATE to the Father, deriving his being from the Father,

#® ¢ Lot mot the froedom of Inquiry ba shackled. If it multiph i grut the wise
wnd virtuous, i exereises the charity of thoes whe contend. lfilalﬁmhrnﬁmmln!i‘rﬁnt
%ﬂﬁ?ﬂrmﬁﬂmﬂiﬂhﬂhﬂwﬂumﬂmﬂdhﬁ-dmﬁum

HITR'E

1“Imm$lﬁ'|1'ﬂdﬂw;ww and serupulous consciences, who are ever eautions of pro-
feasing and bolieving too much; if they are smoersly in the , I forgive their errors, sod
mpuiw;nrin T 'l‘hemnn]lmnlhidoﬂmﬁenenwhn H overything, subseribe
o sverything,

3 wota for evarything. Eﬁn‘&;ﬂmn!.
1'l'lﬂnhllau.riu;lnl'thaﬂghl.nﬂllat closs of tho publis letter froes the Biskop of Bt,
David's, of 18tk April, 1881—
I am not swars of having refused to Others, any lisense whith I ever claimed for myself,
Mifit-pﬂnn{ivd%mmthhwmg’ f hatr's breadeh, that lat-
ituds of Opinion which the Church has hitherto conoedad to har ."iulm-;'.

PO I e e B Lo o T Sy frim B Tiharal prem, Sty
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reseiving his power from the Father, seting acoording to the Will of the
Father, exceed 300. [Hear, hear {] Now, Mr. Chairman, as these manifold
sages prove, bayond rational contradiction, that——
irman. Order, order! Allow me, Gentlemen, to read over again, one

of the * Regulationa™; it is this—Mera asssrtions are not to be received aa
Proois, on any disputable point; every arguement, every assertion, must ba
snpported, or, instantly supportable, by Seripture”, Mr. Addison says, that
the passages he has just enumerated,  prove, beyond rational contradiction”
—if Mr. Addison is prepared to furnish the Mesting with chapter and verss
of the thousands of passsges which he asserfa are contained in the New
testament—or, if he instance but a faw of each, ws can easily refer to them,
test them, and, if accuraie, sccept them as progfs, and give him credit for
the remainder ; but, according to the * Regulation™ I have just read to you,
I may not, aa Chairman, allew *mere ssssrtions” to usurp the place of
“ proofs”, {Bepmted applausa.
Avnpison. 1 can assurs you, My, Chairman, of the sesurncy of my assartions ;
and also, of my being able to substantiate them, from the New covenant ;
though I am not, on the instant, prepared to quota *chaptor and verse” of
even a tithe of them—nor was I aware that any “ Regulation” of the pro-
ceedinga of this Meeting required anything of the kind. [Hear, hear!
Chairman. Then, with all due deferenca to you, My. Addison, I am bound
to call upen some other geutleman to take up the matter; as your assurances
are projudged, by the Committee of Manngement, to be insuflicient. It is
uwot, Mr. Addison, that I, personally, doubt the neeuracy of your statements
{I Enow you too well for that) but, simply because you cannot now, “on the
inetant”, substantizte them, that I am compelled, as Chairman, under pre-
arranged “ Regulations”, to ohject aguinst your proceeding with a string of
“mere sgertions”, however acourate they may ba

It in not enough, that You on my left know, that the passagesaliuded to
exish in such abundance ; your Opponents alse must know them, and they,
through me, demand them. [Applause.

Is anyone else in & position to support Mr. Addison's assertions, wih the
requisits proofa? :
Rev. 8. Burier. Yes, Mr. Chairman, with multitudes of proofa! [Cheers]
I regret exoeedingly, Sir, that our venerable father in the ministry, who has
but just returnad to town, bad not due notiea of this Meeting ; in fact, Bir,
we have not even had an opportunity of plaeing in his hands a Copy of the
“ Ruegulations” agreed upon : I wet Mr. Addison, accidentally, on my way
hither, and knowing him to be a tower of stremgih, I pressed him into
Bervice; requesting him, in my stead, to Open the Disoussion; consequently,
Mr, Addisou appeara before the Meeting un red, a2 it regards © chapter
and verss” ; nevertheless, Bir, we rejoice to have him in our midst ; for, he
is & second Apollos—* mighty in the seriptures”. [Cheers] However, Mr,
Chairman, foreseeing, from the “ Regulations”, that we should be called upon
to support our sasertions by soripture testimonies, a few of us undertook to
divide the labor of collecting Texts, nnder separate heads;* and wa have
now, Bir, come prepared, to prove to you, to our opponents, to this highly
reapectable assembly, that the UNITY oF THE GoDHEAD ia ons of the leading
dootrines tanght throughout the Bible. [Applause

-udmmuwmth»t‘r nthomen had taken the pains of running over their Examplos
togetber, previous Lo the pub! Egtmg; or, we should scarcely have had any ussscessary repy-
Emdﬂummgondﬂmmnpmkm Eeporter. . ;



