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INTRODUCTORY.

In giving to the public the History of St Pairick’'s Parish, it is
proper to explain thai, while the present pasior projected the work,
for varions reascns it was deemed advisable to sntrust its composltion
to others. His share In the volme congists fo eollecting the sagrav-
Ings, putting together the severnl sketches, and preparing the book for
publication. ‘The chromicle of the parieh and of the temperance
soclatiea, which comprises the greater porton of the narrative, was
written by Wililam A. Manning, who for many yesrs was a member of
8t. Patrick’s cougregution, sud from the year I2%0 to the year 1800,
exeopting o brief {nterval, was a member of the Council. Durlng his
several terme aa councilman he had charge of the finaneial sceounts
and prepered the annual repori. Mr. Manning brought to his work an
acqueintance with every pestor of the parieh, a knowledge of ite pro-
gress, and an enthusipatie interest In It success. The admirable nar
rative of the Golden Jublles celebratlon was written by Mies Ann Fiir.
abeth O'Hare, of tha Catholic Tniverge. The sketches of geveral of
the pastors wers taken fram Rev. G P, Houck'y History of the Diocese
of Cleveland; other sketches of the pastors were prepared by Brother
John A, Waldran_

It Iz not asserted that the bistory is complete. The main featurae
only of the ilfe of the parish have besn pelzéd on aod set down, Were
the full history of the individoal desds of labor and sacrifice of priests
and people attempied, not a glender volume like this would have suf-
ficed; many large volumes would have been necessary. These deeds,
though they have passed Inte human obHvion, have not been lost.
They are reglsiered In the great book of the recording angel, who has
stored them up for the eternal reward of brave champlons of the falth.
Ap Archbishop Ireland, in his sloquent permon, said, “From the shades
of the past awakened by memory's wand fifty years risa before us—
fifty years of soul service and son? life in At Patrick's Church.” What
e part tha old church has had in Heaven's aconomy! How many have
antered its portals to pray, how many have Iald their burdems at the
feet of the Savior, into how many brojsed hearts has healisg balm been
poured. Bunday service. baptiam, firet commuplon, coofirmation, mar-
riage, death, these have marked ite deily cowrse. May we oot hope
that theas, too, bave merked God's vietory, apd beve boen the means
of salvation to the multitude for whom S8t. Patrick’s bea besn the
House of God oo sarth?

FRANCIS MORAN,

Pastor of Bt. Patrick'a.
Deacember 19, 1903.
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