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BIOGRAPHICATE: AND CRITICAL SKETCH

OF

RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN.

BY LEIGO HUNT.

HE subject of the following notica haa becn ao lately befors the werld, and played

so long and distinguished a part in it, in eonnexion with other celebrated men and
public events, that our slight and bhasty sketch must be considered rather as arising
from the nacessity of saying something albout him, however shoxt, in eompliance with
a plan of publication, thar e an atterupt to do justios to his fame. Whether it ia

also, that the writer of it hae come Jately from graver studies, or oot long since beon |

cocupicd with the comic dramatists of a former day, who appeared to lim warmer-
hearted men, he connot say ; but, notwithstanding his admiration and enjoyuent of the
comedies of the * Rivals™ aud the * School for Beandal,” he ia cunsions of o wang
of enthusiasm for the ganius of Sheridan ; and aa, in default of greater detail of his own,
he would refer the more curipus vexder to the two volumes of * Life and Memoirs,”
written by a distinguished living poet, with an information no less abundant than his
wit, #0, 38 & counteraction, if need bs, to his own too sparing encomiums, he has con-
cluded his sketch with a passage ont of Mr. Haglitts Lecturer on the Comic Writers,
in which that admirable eritic has panegyrized cur suther with & zeal approaching to
fondness.

Ricaarp Brivsrry Brrzr Bazminan (for so he waa christened, after Brinaley

Butler, second Earl of Laneshorough, thongh he dropped the latter name in his signa- |
turo) was born in Dorset Street, Dublin, in the month of September 1751. He was |
i the son of Thomas Sheridan, actor and cloentionist, and grandson of Lir. Sheridan, o

celcbrated schoolmaster, the friend of $wift. His mother was Frances Chamberlaine,
anthoress of ** Neurjahad™ and * Sidoey Biddulph.” Ile went to scheol, first in
Dublin, and afterwards at Ilarrow ; and was so careless at both places, and acquired
%0 little, that his Irish schoolmaster pronounced him * an impenstrable dunce ;" and
the masters at Harrow, though they discerncd his eapacity, conld do nothing with it,
either by severity or indulgence. 'When he left Harrow, he could not spell ; and he
#eems to have pronounced us badly, if we are to judge from hia writing think for thing;
but his aristocratic schoolfellows surpassed him in vulgarity of mind, for they taunted
him with being the son of a player,
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Ou leaving school, he did not go to the university, probably becanse his father was
poor ; yet, in spite of his inaptitude for being taught, which continued the same at
home, his inclination to letters was soc great, that be and a echoolfellow (Halbed,
whose vivacity afterwards made so strange an end in the dull mysticism of Brothers)
had already entersd into o sort of partnership of wit and versifioation, which they now
proposed to turn to account with the bookseellers. The only project, however, which
they completed, was the translation of a book not worth the trouble, the  Epistles of
Aristeenctos.”

Sheriden had already got s habit of delay, which spoiled all the projects, both of
himself and his frisnds. Yet he now showed what a curious start he could get of
them, by turning ont to be the sccepted lover of a young lady, of whom his own
brother and his friend Halhed were both enamonred, and in whose heart, though they
both confided to him their passiom, they did not know he took any interest. The
lady waes Miss Linley the singer, a boanty theo only sixiesn, with whom all the world
were in love. Sheridan ran away with ber to a sscret marriage in France, whare her
friends thoughi she had gome to evade har lovers in general. He then fought a duel
on her aocount with & married Llackgnard, who lisd worried amd defamed her; and,
fipally, om her return to Englacd, and by cxtorted permission of her father, vepeated
the nuptisl ceramony by licence in the year 1773, Tt is said, that while she was
reiding with her angry friends during the intarval of the two weddings, and pursuing
her professional avocations, ha maore than eoeo disgaiscd himself a3 o hackney-coachman,
and drove her home from he orpborios at Covent Glorden.

During the early pariod of his marvipgs, Bheridan lived apon port of a sum of three
thousand pounds, which a good-natured old geotleman bad settled wpon Miss Linley,
in default of being able to indoce her to marry him : yet so strange were the hushand's
notions of dignity, that he wonld no longor enffer his wife to earn a subsistence by her
talents. It appears from Boewoll, that D, Fohneon applanded this pride: buat be did
80, probably, in ignoranee of the other circomstanee ; cortainly in no foresight of the |
shifte and improvidences of Bheridun's life. [

The approaches of want of maney, or most likely the pressure of it, appears to have
hastened the composition of our auther’s first drama, * The Rivals,” which was brought
ont at Covent Garden in January 1773, The admirers of this highly diverling and
popular comedy are axtomished to hear that it failed on ite first night.  But the ciroum-
stance wae attributable, chiefly, to the bad acting of one of the performers; and, on
the substitution of amother, and the alteration of such paseages as a first night's
experience generally requirea to be corrected, the comedy beeame the favourite which
itremains. The character of Falkland is thought to have been suggested to the author
by some tempers of his own during courtship. The wit and frickery of Captain
Absolute probably lost nothing from similar salf-references : ner may Bir Anthony be
supposed to have beon the worse for recollections of the paternsl will and pleasure of
Mr. Bheridan, senior, who was as arbitrary a father as rhetoriclan. Mrs, Malaprop is
a_caricature, but & very amueing one, of Mre. Slipelop. Even her © allegory on the
banks of the Nile,” however, mnst yield to the other's nnger in behalf of the * frail




