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PREFACE,

Wermy the last twenty years the mind of
our ministers and people has been mnch exer-
eized on the subject of the church relations of
the children of ihe eovenant, and it has pe-
ceived no little attention.  That the general
and growing attention given to the subject
bas resulled in greal good no one can ques-
tion.

It will doubtless, however, be freely ad-
mitded that we still sce evidences and signs
of the [orgetlulness, the ignoring or the dis-
owning of iufint church membership and of
God’s precions covenant-promise to parents in
relation to their children. Multitudes who
would by no means soreender infant baptism
are unable to say exactly why the infints of
church members are baptized. Sobhath-school
children whose parvents are professors of re-

ligion hear never a word from their superin-
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tendents and teachers by way of instroeting
them concerning their covenant relations and
covenant duoties.  Thousaimlz of profossors,
amd we know not how many pastors, are too
well satisfied] to have Sabbath-school teachers
do the whole work of veligionsly instructing
the ehildren of the Chureli.  Books arve writ-
ten on the conversion of ehildren in which the
subject does not have even the slightest men-
tion.  Commitlees conzizting of ministers are
ofttn appointed by presbvteries to visit the
churches within their bounds in order to warm
up these eold churches, without reeciving from
the preshyterics any instvielion to preseul the
subject of the refation of the baptized chil-
dren to the ehnreh, and to warn parents not
to neglect covenunt promises and eovenant
traiving and  edneation.  Conventions of
clders and other convoentions are held to
consider how revivals may be brought on, in
which not a wowd s breathal as to the newld
or the methods of aronsing chovehes and
Christians on this subject.  And when the
children of professors become communicants,
it i= frequently the case that the people have
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no other idea than that these children “join
the church™ just as adults join it when they
are baptized. 1t is believed, therelore, that
the neeessity for the continued disenssion of
thiz sulject is not yet superseded,

The subjeet handled in the first chapter
15 the eternal covenanl Letween the Fathoer
amd the Son in rveterence to the sabvation of
Christ’s people, gince it is this which lays the
foundation of the covenant of prace, of which
God and his people are the parties, and which
covenant, when it iz exfernally and visildy
enacted, melades their ehildreen,

Our sole arpument o the chuech member-
ship of the childeen of professing Christians
iz the one derived from the fact that the chil-
dren of God's people were by divine com-
mand ncluded in the Chorelr under the old
dispenzaiion. All the Jews of the old dis-
pensation were professors of the true religion
and eonstituted the visible Choreh, eonsidersd
as a spirilual society, and yet their ehildren
were ineluded in it by God's command,  This
is the broad and enduring baszis of mfant
church membership.



