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INTRODUCTION

In commending a previous volume of Mr
E. M. Rudland's ** Ballads of Old Birmingham ' to
those [nterested in the authenbic history  and
lerendary lore of the City, I remarked wpon the
thoroughness with which he had covered the ground
and the ingenuity with which he had adapted the
matérial o poetic use.  Since then Mre, Rudland
has found fresh subjocts tor his [acile pen and has
brought the series up to date by a tribute to the
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberluin,  The present
volume may he deseribed as the complete edition of
the Ballads, although one hesitates to use terms of
finality in regard to a prohfic writer.

Mr. Rudland cvidently finds Birmungham a
fruitful ficld o the cultivation of romance.  Because
its Municipal history is modern and its material
progress has been rapid, sirangers are apt to
imagine that our City has no past worth recalling.
The acid in the air has caten into the soft stone
of which Old Birmingham was built, so as to cause
our ancient landmairks to crumble away, even when
they did not stand in the way of progress. One
does not look for ruins in a manufacturing town
whose motto is ** Forward."”



X, INTRODUCTION

Az a live dogz is better than a dead lion, so is
a husy street Letter than a rumed tomple. One may
enjoy reading verses about ''Clodshale’s Chantrie®’
in this volume withoul any vain regret that the
Parish Church of Dirmingham contnins few traces
of the * one Parroch Church ' which Leland saw
in 1538. The tombs of the feudal lords of
Birmingham are there, however, to remind us of the
illustrious lamily which tock s name from the Ham
of the Bermings, and in lter gemerations carried
that name into Ireland and France, where il is stifl
borne by their descendants,

Mr, Rudland’s verses recall other ancient names
that are associated with the soil now comprised
within the City boundaries. Starting with the ill-
fated King Xenelm, he has sung the praises and
told the storics of most of our local worthics, mot
forgetting men of humble birth, ke Sir Josinh
Mason, who, in making their own lortunes, con-
tributed to the making of Birmingham.

All the districts recently incorporated with the
City have brought grist to the mill, and some of the
places mentioned are still hevond the pale.  Their
inhabitants may join in the ** Song of the Midland
Men ' pven thoogh they may not elaim o e " Sons

of Berm.” But the book appeals in the first instance
to the civie pridde of Birmingham inen, and if it

inspires  the rising generation with the ‘eivie



INTRODUCTION X

patriptism which distinguished their ancestors, it
will not have been written in vain.

The heraldic illustrations and noles, which have
been done with great carc hy Mr, Alfred Rodway,
should arouse new interest in Jocal heraldey. The
poems  should induce their readers to  renew
acquaintance with the details of local history they
embellish, and indircctly lead them to make history
for themselves. Mr. Rudland himsell is practical
s well as poetical.  He is not conlent o make the
City's sonps regardless of who makes its lows, s
f memher of the City Council noil Chairman of the
Free Libraries Comunitiee he is hearing his full share
of the burdens which devolve vpon ihe represenia-
tives of the ratepavers, The enlarged City gives
greater scope for eivic service, and il vur leading
citizens rise to the occasion, the achicvements of
the past will be but Taini foreshadowings of o sl
more glorious future.

W HL BOWATER.






