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Purcanezroia, Fab, 25, 1854,
Messrs, Hiodrea & Prexmveisr,—

I heve vend with somo esre the * Dectores on Election, by
the Rev. Alexander ©, Batherfird, of Grevnock,” and T eon-
wideor (Ius work to he nn able exposition of the ervers of the
predestinarian theory, by oo whe hes had every appertuuily
of understanding thet theory, 48 held by its ablost wlvoeates.
The srgument iz glear and convineing ; wwl, for general cir-
eulation, T deen this hook one of the bust on the subjeel with

wligh it hes been my furtune to mect.
fiec, [t Cnoors, M. A

TAMLANRRFHLA, Januury 4, THEA,
Mesers, Higamss & PRrRESPINE, —

T hnve read a work enrited * Lectures vn the Peotrine of
Hlaction, by Alexander (. Uutherfur], Minister of the Gospel,
Greeneek,”" and white Tum sot prapared to subseribe te sl
its mimar positions, nor to jostify ail B severities of expros-
sion, many of which wire prompted, 1 soppose, by eircam-
wluness ot apparend b the reader, T unhesitatingly racommizd
it & an unanswerable refutation of the Calvintelic dealrines
of dlection and regprolation, as plagieg the truth in s very
glear aod convineing labt, and &2 eminenily woriby to be
ropublished and widely civeuluted, especially in view of the
gfforts mow mede to cogage the public confidence for the
anseriploral and dangevoue tenets whieh 3t condemus,

Fragow Homorox, TR I
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PREFACE.

Tar following Diseourses wera originally deliversd
in Greenock, towanls the close of last vear, sud wers
ggain deliversd in Glasgow in consequence of o re
gpuisition, womarously subseribed, by Christion brethren
in that city. They wore not prepared with any infon-
tion of publication, and thelr publication bag bosn
aequiesced n by the suthor in dufecches to the
request of thoss who heard {hem from the pulpit.
It iz hoped that, i spite of Il theiv imperfuctions,
ther may perheps do good.  They bave alrondy opened
the eyes of many former opponents who heard thew da-
livered. It will be observed that a fow remurka have
becn oppended to some of the Tectures, chicfly of o
practical Eind, and here and there o fow gentencea
Love been added to, or subtracied from, ihe origival
manuseript.  This was deemed neecossary as each Lee-
ture was nDecessarily prepared rather Lurriedly aod
formed owe of three discourses presched weekly fo o
kind and indulgent people. The suthor is no advocate
in peneral for three discourses being extorted from any
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Tl TREFATE.

miniater each sucoessive Sabbath, but there are exeop.
tions to every general Tule; and the present pesition
of the conse with which he has the privilege to be
connected, induces the necessity for more abmndant
labour pHin brethren in Lha ]!I'Iillii‘li-‘rj'. When he wos
s minizter in the Uniled Beosession {nnw Tintted
Proshyterisa) Chorch, the author was wont to think
that Hubbath evening sermems, in addition fo other
work, wad 4 cunning deviee of Baten, for the purpose
of killing the elorgy. He thinks so still.  Om this
point be iz quite orthodox in scotiment. It i3 &
remarkable cireomstance howaever, that eo loog as the
auihor was orthodox upon other points he never found
it eilber neepssary or expedient Tegularly to tres.
pars in his labour beyond the ordinary conomical
hourg of publie Habbath-day worship, 4. e, foremom
snd sftornoon. Tt wonld perhape be too sweeping and
hasty an inference to eonclude from this simple faet,
that Hatan Los o partienlar Hking for modern orthe-
doxy, Suwch would be o very bhasty conclusion to deaw
from one molitary faet, nzsuming that faet to be
worreel, and withal it would be wesily uncharitable to
inelude our aneient orthodox friends in an allisnes with
the wicked one, uniess the faot of such sn allianee can
be clearly domonstrated, © If, however, such a demon-
sfration be pozsible, then it ceasea to be noeharitabie to
exhibit if, and thus to warn our ceteemed brethren of
their position and their danger. Lo this caze, brotherly
love and ancient friendship and affection, demands the
production of the cvidemee which would demonstrate,



PREFACE. iz

beyond the possibility of refutation, that, under the
banner of trath, cor orthodox brethren are really,
though undosignedly, engaged in the sepport and pro-
pagation of deadly error.  Soch is the ovidones which
we profess to exhibit in the following Teclures.  Té
is for the reader to say, after o candid and prayerful
examimation of the evidence, whether or not it amounts
to o patislasctory demonstration, If @ do oot, we
Enow enough of our fermer brethren, to assert that
thero v wmeomg them, more especislly in ikis good
town of Greenoek, plenty of orthodox zeal, and plenty
of lalsnt and lewrning, to enable them to peint omt
our mistske. We respoetfully invite them o the
task, end we pledge ourselyes PURTICTY TO BECANT
our crror, the moment it i peintod gut; snd most
cordizlly o tbanlk the brother who shell tuke the
tromble to prove us in the wrong.  Should our Cal-
vinistie fricnds resart to their ovdivary mode of war-
fare, it will nobt bo cxpected that we should follow
them indn the rng'm'n of  delamasion  or Permnal
abase.  OF this we aro contented to take our share,
in tha enmpany of belter men, who hsve preceded
us in the wivoesey of guspel fruth apsinst Calvinistio
error.  (F such aboee we have maoy examples in
the writings of the great champion of Calvinism,
Avausrus TorLany, to whom referenee s mads in the
following Leetores.

This writer is pleased fo conclude his proface to
Zanchioa on U'redestination, with the following refer
ence {0 & man of whom the world was not worthy—



