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INTRODUCTION.

—

A rew months ago Dr. Weiomann con-
sulted me as to the desirability of publishing
a translation of Herr von Plener's work, “ Ihe
Englsche Fabrikgesetzgebung.” There ap-
peared to me such abundant reason for believing
that its publication would be useful and ac-
ceptable to the English public, and specially
opportune at the present time, that I urged upon
him to endertake it in the form in which 1t 18
now presented to the reader,

&0 far as I am aware, Herr von Plener’s work
i the first attempt at a complete history of
English Factory Legislation and the causes
which gave rise to it. The reviews of it, both
English and foreign, do justice to the great
care and accuracy of the original, and I venture
to think that in these respects it has not
guffered in translation. Having myself had
nearly thirty years' experience of the working
of the Factory Acts, and baving taken during
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that period considerable interest in their growth
and development, I feel that I can hardly
speak too strongly in appreciation of the care
" and industry of Herr von Plener in the com-
pilation of this history, and of his just per-
ception of the causes which have led to such
beneficent results.

The many evils in which the Factory Acts
had their origin have nearly passed away
from the knowledge and recollection of the
present generation of Englishmen. There are
even some amongst our ablest legislators and
political econorists who begin to question
whether they were ever needed, or could fairly
be regarded as within the functions of Govern-
ment. To such questionings this history will
fornish a sufficient answer. And if any further
answer 18 needed, I would give it in the
eloquent and forcible reasoning of the Duke
of Argyll. Writing in 1867, he says :—

“The last report on the employment of children
shows that evils as bad as ever existed before
the passing of the Factory Acts prevail at this
moment among large classes of our operative
population, and demand again, as imperatively as
before, an authoritative interference of Positive
Institution with the freedom of the individual
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will. The fact of such legislation has mdeed
gained a sort of silent acquiescence, and some
of the old opponents have admitted that their
fear of the results in an economical point of
view has proved erroncous, But there is no’
clear and well-grounded intellectual perception
of the deep foundations of principle.gn which
it rests. Nor is there among a large section
of politicians any adequate appreciation of the
powerful influence it has had in lnproving the
physical condition of the people and scouring
their contentment with the laws under which
they live,

“ When, however, we think for a2 moment
of the frightful nature of the evils which this
legiglation has checked, and which to a large
extent it has remedied—when we recollect the
mevitable connection betsween suffering and poli-
tical disaffection—when we consider the great
moral laws which were being trodden under
foot from mere thoughtlessness and greed—
we shall be convinced that if, during the last
fifty years, it has been given to this country!
to make any progress in political science, that
progress has been in nothing happier than in
the factory legislation.
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