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Selections from fhe Prize Translation

Nt A

GUJARATI POEM
Weritten in the yenpr 1563
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PREFACE,

Tue Traxstariox, from whieh the following
Selections are taken, was finished in November
1864 ; and was that to which a prize, offered in
April of that year, for the best translation of the
whole of Munsookh's Gujarati Poem on Prineo
Albert, was awarded.  The orviginal poem iz
a very long one; and its translation 15 probably
twice or thrice as long as the whole of theso
Selections.  Fora variety of reasons, which necd
not here be enumerated, the publication of the
translition was delayed; and even now it has
been thought better to publish, at fivst, these
Selections only, rather than, at once, the whole
Translation,

The original poem has been largely read by
the Gujarati-speaking portion of the Native
community of this P'resideney ; and 1t has been
thought that the presentation in English dvess,
to English readers, of Native wleas regarding
geveral Envopean institutions, suehas ave treated
of in the poem, will he neither unintercsting nov

nnproficable,

With recard to the Translation, it may he
= ¥
vemarked that the aim of thie translator was,
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abeve all things, to give @ frve tvanzlation.  1le
did not geck to alter anything, or ke use of
language any where which should econvey a
meaning ditfering by even a shade from what he
conceived to be the meaning of the anthor, Of
course he does not presume to think that he
always sneceeded i rendering the exact thonghts
of the anthor into Enelish ; it was, however, his
constant effort to do =o,

The style of the Translation iz, in most places,
ordinary prose ; and in others o kind of rhythmical
prose, supposed by the translator to De mnot
altogether unlike the style of the Poetical Books
in the English Bible, and of the well-known
poems of Ossian. It iz only Songs and Hymmne,
in the original poem, which have been rendered
in this style,

Selections from the Translation, sueh as it is,
are now for the first time submitted to the
publie.

W. H. HAMILTON.

Bombay, 1st January 1870,
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In e same op GOD, the Great and the An-
cient, who 13 wiser than the wisest, who m his
casenee 15 wereiful,  In the wame of Gon, thoe
light of heliness, who muaketh the bright day
and the dark night.  In the name of Gon, whose
heing ts infinite, before whom the heavens are,
as i were, but a pineh of dust; who bronght
existence out of non-existence, and made innn-
merable happy worlds to vevolve ; from whose
dominion nothing is exempled 3 by whose pro-
vidential care noue is negleeted, T wall remom-
ber Him here i the heginning of oy work 5 for

every beginning  auade wille THs vemembrance
1
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ts blessad. By i the grownd of the heart s
tllommated 5 He bloweth upon b the pure air of
love 5 He poureth wpon it the hiving water of know-
ledee. By Thma pen is mande Gaitful as o braneh,
i book resplendent as a beautiful garden, and
words to hloom as odoriferous roses, With that,
rerembranee alone will T Gll the cup of my

heart, amd will sing new and entertaining slones,



