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PREFACE.

Without attempting the production either of sn oriental
drama for the stage or of & complete dramatio biography of
Mohsmmed, the anthor of the following work has essayed simply
to outline a character portrait of the prophet and law-giver of
Islamism. In order to do this within a narrow scope, he has
omitted many historieal and traditional details; disregarded, In
some Instances, chronclogieal consequence; occasionally intro-
duced incidents of little logical relevancy to the story, these
serving but to cest & ray of light upon the character of the
prophet and the peculiarity of the people and conditions with
which the man had to deal; summoned the genii and other
tabled spirits of the Orient to his aid; and, finally, to bring the
drama to s rapid close, substituted the fatal potion in Moham-
med's home for the slowly operating ** poison of Khaibar.”

If be hes succeeded in impressing the reader with his own
conception of the personality of this genius of the desert, who,
but for an over-impulsive temperanment, & rampant imagination
and & personal ambition, might, in his time, have becomo & worthy
tenchor of crude paganism, the writer will have reason to feel
rewnrded for the effort of the sporadic moments spout on the
work : moments without inspiration, without encoursgement,
and prepared for by but a very limited erudition.

It is n well-known fact that all generations of which we
have historical records have brought forth men and women who
hisve eithor received, imagined they received, or claimed to have
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(iv)

received glimpses of eternal facte through the veil of mortality.
Although the Christian world accepts only the life and teachings
of the unapproachable Man of Nazareth as divine, yet as their
own gospel sdmonishes them to ** prove all things and ** hold
tast that which is good,” even the most orthodox Chriatian lagks
anthority for hesitating to inveatigate the dogmata and the
eareers both publle and private of religious ploneers, out of fear
of cither committing sacrilege or beooming contaminated. 1t is
for bigotry blindly to worship and blindly to condemn genius,

Let soholars of all religions ponfessions inelude among their
researches the study of men who deserve the name of religious
leadera; let them consider them not ss either demigods or
demons, but as men; let them endeavor to extraet cogent truths
and virtues from human follles and inconsistencies in doc-
trine and career of their anbjecta; let them remove the mimbua
and halo of myatery from the brows of thess humble tutors and
present them as our peouliarly comstitnted brothors, who have
imparted to ua their diversely conveived convictipns econcerning
truthe of the metaphysical realm —and the greatest curse of
the agea, religlous antagonism, which even in our day continues
to oulminate in massacre and war, will, in time, become an
obaolete barbariam, while an approaching step teward uniformity
of worslip among the nationa will be accomplished.

This pamphlet would aserve ita purpose by merely creating
additional intorest in Mohammed and Mohawmedaniam. The
abaurdities found in the books of the Koran and the demoraliz.
ing teudency of many of lts dootrlnes are aes apparent to enlight.
oned thinkers as the weaknesses of ita author. 1t seems hardly
poesible, judging by late events, that the religion of fire and
sworid will survive in lts original charscter another century of
industrial, political, sceial and eduvaticnal evolution; it s
rather oonoselvable that the time is near at hand when the cres.



(v)

cent will elther oease to etand for military despotism, supersti-
tion, degradsation of woman, and chattel alavery, or disappesr
entirely from the minaret and the standerd of the warrior. Yet
let it be conceded that even thia ensign has, wherever hitherto
borne by the congquering zeslot, been the herald of pome religions
thought and moral precept that deserves to outlive the Moham.
medan ereed in its entirety by millenntuma,
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Monawwen — Prophet of Islam.

A Beggr-— One of his first converts, afterward first calif.
Ouar — A later convert. Becond calif.

Apv Tares— Mohammed's uncle and foster-father.

Arr— Son of Abu Taleb. Fourth Calif.

Hamza — Another uncle of Mohammed,

oe Jomix | Chieta of tho Korelshitos.

AMRU — A young poet, on of & Meccan courtesan.

Brnram 4ND AssaDp — Arabian merchants,

AMoRAn — A Meocan youth,

Casery — Son of Amgrad and Margians.

Zryp — Adopted Son of Mohammed. Formerly his bondemgan.
Campr-Drivens ano Mercoaxt oF MEzcca,

Zmcar, Hanis aND Bapovra — Slaves of the Merchant.

Omsrvan } Warriors of Islam,

KuaLen

Otaa — A warrior of tho Koreish.

Kamoan—-Formerly a wealthy widow. Mohammed's first wife,
Avrsna — Mohammed’s third wife snd favorite.

Zxrian — Another wife of Mohammed.

MigiaM — A young Jewoss.

Mararana — Slave of Kadijah.

Guost oF WaBara — A former friend of Mohammed.

Two Gexi, A Fary, anp Monamuen's Farte.



