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the province of the States. A series of acts was passed by
Congress, which was in direct violation of principles hither-
to maintained, and manifested a disposition to exalt the
national idea by eliminating from State life theories of
action from which the dogma of staterights could again
spring into being. I refer to those acts relating to the
reconstruction of the rebellious States and their restoration
to their former practical relations with the rest of the Union,
and to some acts admitting new States.

The practical course pursued in the restoration of the old
States throws new light upon the process of State formation
and admission, which is reflected in the debates in Congress,
incident to the admission of new States. Tt had often been
maintained that the territories of the United States had the
right to be admitted into the Union as States. This claim
now met with rigid criticism, and even bold denial.

It will be our purpose to discover whether such a prin-
ciple is recognized under our Constitution, as that which
ascribes to the people of the territories the right to become
members of the Union.

The subject finds an apt and handy illustration in the pres-
ent interest which surrounds the case of Utah. Her popula-
tion is numerous enough; her wealth and resources great
enough to equal and surpass the estimates in corresponding
particulars of many another territory, at the time of
admission.

A large part of Utah’s population believes in the Mormon
religion, and there is objection to admitting her on that
account. Can the inhabitants of the territory of Utah insist
upon her admission as State, or can she be forever held in
her present positionas a territory of the United States by the












