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L —COn the Use of the Dactyl after an Iuitial Trochee in
Greck Lyric Terse

Iy Paor, EDWARD H. SPIEKER

JOHKS IOFKINS UNIVERSITY

Ix the well-known passage of the Frogs, 1300 ff., in which
Aristophanes makes Aeschylus present a sample of Euripi-
des' style in the composition of lyrics, there accurs a line
which at first sight seems to be an ordinary logacedic line,
and which, except for the fact that it may be regarded as
having ecither four feet or Ave feet, is not likely to attract
attention, The line in question is 1313, and it reads as
follows ; —

al & iﬂ?ﬁjprj‘qblo—!, xaTh lel-"!'cﬂ — | e | ]| — ]

An examination of the following passage, which holds up to
ridicule Euripides' treatment of monodies, reveals the fact
that we have similar metrical conditions, with the addition of
anacrusis, in line 1361: —

av 8, & Auds, Burdpows dvédyovaa i w|—wul—wu |l

Did Aristophanes, in writing these lines, have in mind only
a general parody of Euripides' styvle, or was he thinking of
the metre as well?  In an effort to get a satisfactory answer
to this question I was led to make a full examination of the
use of the dactyl after an initial trochee, and the results of
this study are offered in the following paper.
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