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EXPLANATORY

The followiny explanatary note, by the Publivher of the Awmerican
Editton, needs ne addition &y the present Publizhers.  The book miighi
welf Aave been woviilen foxfay, for pradiically cvery qoord i5oar frue
naze a5 an e day the first facture was delivered by the author.

Frave, Socialisa sio fonger #5 ofiiefly confined fo France, the Onviifa
commiently kad cesed 09 2xisd, et the Shakers are almost ebsolete
biek eguiralend sects, just ax bruly (ffestrating Be author's foint, new
rq’!l.f:lr.r fhoae fhat lueve divd, ardd peaders can make their on sefections
JFoan the sariely of Hese,

Sedtember 1912,

Tins hook was [ivst printed nearly forty vears ago,  Its
seed, for the most part, Tell upon stony ground.  In con-
seqpuence of this cold reecpltion, this lack of demand, the
work passed through but a few small editions and then dis-
appeared from the market.  The author’s keen, broad, and
untiring mind leading him into new fields of thought, he
never reprinted il,  Thus, for more than a guarter of a
century, it has been practically out of sight, out of mind.

Nevertheless its work has never stopped. Here and
there the seed did fall upon oases, and in fertile spots it
always took deep rool and veprodueed ils kind, Iis
children and grand-children and great-grand-children have
seldom been conscious of their ancestry, but to-day the
family is so numerous that the branches of its genealogienl
tree pervade with o growing, and often o eontrolling,
influenee every department of what Mr Andrews happily
ealls * Man’s social fabifat,” It can be only helpful to
this familv to be made aequainted with its origin, cspeei-
ally when the power of the printing-press enables it o
revive wnd freshly seatter the parenl-seed upon o more
receptive soil.

Sueh is the purpose of this new edition of * The Seienee
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G EXPLANATORY

of Society.” The social problem is pressing more closely
upon our heels than it was in 1851, and a book expounding
as lueidly as this the basie principles in which alone its
solution is to be found is greatly nceded. The author
himself, in the closing years of his life, earnestly desived
its republication, and the publisher takes pleasure in the
thought that the enterprise would meet his approbation.
And not only his, but that of Josiah Warren as well, who
was never tived of praising Mr Andrews’s work, as in his
opiion the soundest exposition that ever had been made
or ever could be made of the two prineiples which he (Mr
Warren) had introduced to the world in his less pretentious
wiork, * True Civilisation.”

But even if this double incentive of satisfying a public
demand and honouring a master’s memory were altogether
lacking, the publisher might still find abundant justification
and encouragement in Robert Browning's lines :

“To shoot a beam into the dark, assists :
To make that beam do fuller service, spread
And utilise such bounty to the height,
That assists also,—and that work 15 mine.”

Mareh 1888,
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INTRODUCTION

Tins little treatise on the True Constitution of Govern-
ment was delivered as one of the regular eourse of lectures
before the New York Mechanies’ Institute for the present
winter. It is now published as the introductory number
of a contemplated series of publieations, presenting eertain
new prineiples of society, which it is the belief of the author
are eminently adapted to supply the felt want of the present
day for an adequate solution of the existing social dis-
turbanees.  For the prineiples in question, either as
original disenveries, or else as presented in a new light, as
solvents of the knotty questions which are now puzzling
the most eapacious minds and afflicting the most benevo-
lent hearts of Christendom, the author confesses his very
great indebtedness, and he believes the world will yet
gladly eonfess its indebtedness, to the genius of Josiah
Warren, of Indiana, who has been engaged for more than
twenty years in testing, almost in solitude, the practical
operation, in the edueation of children, in the sphere of
commeree, and otherwise, of the prineiples which we are
now for the first time presenting prominently to the publie.

1t has been the belief of the author that there are in the
ranks of those who are denominated Conservatives many
who symipathise deeply with the objects of radieal reform,
but who have never identified themselves with the move-
ments in that divection, either beeause they have not seen
that the praetieal measures proposed by the advocates
of reform eontained the elements of sueeess, or else heeause
they have distinetly perceived or intuitively felt that they
did not. They may have been repelled, too, by the want
of eompleteness in the progranume, the want of seientifie
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