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PREFACE.

Tae following work bas grown direetly out of some eontro-
versy which has had place, during the past year, in the German
Reformed Church, on the subject to which it relates. This stands
related 1o it, however, only as an external occasion, and has not
been permitted to come into view, in any way, in the work itsell,

It is not felt that any apology i needed for the publication.~
This i found in the importance of ity subject, which must be left
of course to speak for iiself,

As the Eocharist forms the very heart of the whole Christian
worship, so it is clear that the entire question of the Church, which
all are compelled to acknowladge, the great life-problem of the age,
centres oltimately in the sacramental question as its inmost heart
and core. Our view of the Lord's Bupper must ever condition
and role in the end our view of Christ’s person and the concep-
tion we form of the Church. It must influence at the same time,
very materially, our whole sysiem of theology, as well as all our
ideas of ecclesiastical history.

Is it true that the modern Protestant Church in this country has,
in large part at least, fallen away from the sacramental docirine of
the sixieenth centory? All must at least allow, that there is some
room for asking the question. If so, il is equally plain that it is
a queation which is entitled to a serious answer, For in the ne-
ture of the case, soch a falling away, if it exist at all, must be
connected with a still more general removal from the original glat-
form of the Church. The eucharistie docirine of The wuuemsn.
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cenfury was interwoven with the whole church system of the
time ; to give it up, then, must involve in the end a renunciation
in prineiple, il not in profession, of this system iisell in its radi-
cal, distinctive constitation, If it can be shown that no material
change has taken place, il is doe lo an interest of such high con-
sequence that thiz should be satisfactorily done, Or il the change
should be allowed, and still vindicated as a legitimate advance on
the original Protesiant faith, let this ground be openly and con-
scicusly taken. Let us know, at least, where we are and what
we actually do believe, in the case of this cenwal quoestion, as
compared with the theological stand-point of our Catechisms and
Confessions of Faith.

The relations of thiz inguiry to the question concerning the
true idea of the Church, will easily be felt by every well-informed
and reflecting mind. I the fact of the inearnation be indeed the
principle and eource of a pew supernatural order of life for hu-
manity itself, the Church, of course, is no abstraction. It must
be a true, living, divine-human counstilution in the waorld ; siricly
organic in ile nature—not a device or contrivance ingeniously fit-
ted to serve certain purposes beyond itself—bui the necessary,
esgential form of Christianity, in whese presence only it ig possi-
ble 10 conceive intelligently of piely in its individual manifesta-
tions. The life of the single Christian ean be raal and healihiul
only as it is born from the general life of the Church, and car-
ried by it onward to the end. 'We are Christians singly, by par-
taking (having part) in the general life-revelation, which is already
athand organically in the Church, the living and life-giving body
of Jesus Christ. As thus real and arganic, moreover, Christianity
mutst be historical. No higher wrong can be done to it than 10
call in question its irue historieal character ; for this is, in fact,
to tarn it into a phantasm, and to overthrow thesolid fact-basis on
which iis foundations eternally rest. It must be historieal, too,
under the form of the Church; for the realness of Christianity
demands indispensably the presence of the general life of Christ,
flowing with unbroken continuity from the beginning as the me-
dium of all particular union with him from age to age. Then,
again, the historical Church must be visible, or in other words,
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not merely ideal, bot actual. The actual may indeed full short
immeasurably of the idea it represents; the visible Church may
be imperfect, eorrupl, false to its own conception and calling ; but
still an sctual, continuously visible Church there must always be
in the world, il Christienity is to have either truth or reality in
the form of @ new crestion. A purely iovisible Church has been
well denominaled a confradictio in adjecto; since the very idea
of a Chureh implies the manifestation of the religious life, as some-
thing social and eommon.

‘The whole coneeption that the externalization of the Christian
kife is momething sccidental ouly 1o the constitution of this life it-
self—a sort of mechanical machinery, to help it forward in an out-
ward way—is exceedingly derogatory to the Church, and injurious
in ity bearings on religion. An outward Church is the necessary
form of the new creation in Christ Jesus, in its very nature; and
must continge to be so, not only through all time, but through sll
eternity likewise. Outward socizl worship, which implies, of
course, forms for the purpose, is to be regarded as something es-
sential o piety itself. A religion without externals, must ever be
fantastic and false. The simple uiterance of religious feeling, by
which the spirit takes ontward form, is needed, not for something
beyond itself, but for the perfection of the fecling itseli. Forme,
in this sense, not a8 sundered from inward life, of course, but as
embracing it, entar as a constitnent element into the very life of
Christianity. As s real, homan, historical constilution in the
world, the outward and inward in the Church can never be di-
voreed, without peril to all that ie most precious in the Christian
faith. We have no right to set the inward in opposition to the
outward, the spiritual in opposition to the corporeal, in religion.
The inearnation of the Son of God, as it is the principle, forme
also the trne measure and test, of all sonnd Christianity, in this
view. To be real, the human, as sach, and of course the divine
also in human form, must ever externalize its inward life. Al
thought, all feeling, every spirilual state, must take body, (in the
way of word, or outward form of some sort,} in order to come
at all to any true perfection in iteelf, This is the proper, deeg
sense of all lilurgical services in religion. "The neesdy tere
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affirmed is vniversal. The more intensely spiritual any slate
may be, the more irresistibly urgent will ever be found ita ten-
dency 0 clothe itself, and make iwelf complete, in 2 suitable ex-
ternal form. Away with the imagination, thes, that exiernals in
Christianity, (ineluding the conception of the visible Church it-
self,) are something sccidental only 1o its true constilution, a cun-
ningly framed device merely [or advancing some interest foreign
" from themselves, To think of the Church, and of Christian wor-
ahip, a8 means simply to something else, is to dishonour religion
itsell in the most serions manner.

If the present work may serve (o fix aitention on the momen-
toue point with which it is concerned, and thus contribute indi-
reely even 1o a clearer understanding of Protestant troth, 1 shall
fee] that it has not been written in vain. May God aceept it, and
crown it with his blessing. J. W.N.

Mercersburg, April, 1846,
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