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TO-MORROW.

By M— B—.

Sapltlea frfends
Are asgels setit on srracds full of jove;
Foruy they Inngnish, and for us they die:
Ard aball they langabsh, siall they dhe, in wln?
Ugratefol,—skall we grieve thelr Boweriig ahadas,
Which wait e revelation b oar bearts ?
Shell we diadaln tlesic gilent, soft sddress,—
Their peiffanmoss sdviee, aod plons pryer?
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TO-MORROW.

"T'HERE was, in a certain city,
a gentleman of an ancient family,
whose forefathers had once been
greatly respected, and thought to
be people of noble descent, They
had, also, possessed a large and
fair estate, and. -had held many
honours under the King of that
country, insomuch that nothing
had been wanting to their happi-
fiess. Nevertheless; they had lost
all their honours, and the greater
part of their estate, by an act of
rebellion against the King. His
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Majesty, however, was one who
loved mercy; so he spared their
lives, and allowed them still to
hold some parts of their estates:
though he -thought it necessary
‘entirely to divest them of the
many great privileges with which
they had been formerly indulged ;
one of which was, that they had
had free access at court, to go
and come as they pleased, and to
. talk with the King face to face:
but, as I before said, this honour
was no longer permitied them.
This gentleman with whom we
began our history lived in the old
family ‘mansion, which, indeed,
was now fallen into so ruinous a
state, that it had little remains of
its former beauty: for when it
wag first built, it was exceedingly
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beautiful, being the work of the
King himself, and fashioned after
the likeness'of the royal palace.
The mansion, which was built
of clay, stood in what had once
been a garden, but it was now
a waste, where nothing was to
be seen but thorns and thistles,
brakes and briare. The surround-
ing country was exposed to vio-
lent winds and tempests, and to
pestilential vapours, with which
the very walls of the house were
often infected. Moreover, the
mansion was in a very decayed
and ruinous state, though the
master of it was unwilling to
allow that it was so; and when
the wind blew. off some. of the
roofing, or a storm shook the
walls, or, ag it sometimes happen-
A3



6 TO-MORROW,

ed, the foundation was a little
sapped by a flood, he would have
it repaired with such materials as
were at hand : still flattering him-
self that the house made a most
fair appearance, while every by-
stander could plainly see that it
was hastening rapidly to decay.
This gentleman continued to
live upon the bounty of the King,
holding his estate under him with-
out ever paying any consideration

for it, or ever expressing any
sense of gratitnde for such an ob-

ligation; but, on the contrary, he
took' every opportunity of tres-
passing upon His Majesty’s gene-
rosity, and allowing his servants
t0 do the same, until he had run
up so large a debt, that, had he
himself, and all his possessions,
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been sold, they would not have
made - sufficient satisfaction for
his immense debt.

This unfortunate gentleman was
also accused of entertaining a
number of insolent and head-
atrong servants in his house; who
might, indeed, have been called his
governors, for he was always un-
der subjection to one or other of
them. i

These servanis were old retain-
ers of their master's family, and,
by long indulgence, had gained
the upper hand, so that they
managed all things, both n the
house and about the grounds, in
their own way: sometimes one
taking the lead, and sometimes
another; - and often two or more
strove together for mastery.
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The intestine broils of these
lawless servants kept the house in
a continual uproar, which the
master could quiet in no other
way than by yielding himself en-
tirely to the dominion of some one
of them; and it was generally
found, that if one could gain the
master’s ear, the rest would not
only, for a time, submit with
tolerable guietness, but even con-
tribute to establish, for a season,
the authority of the favourite: so
that, by turns, every one was
ruler of the house, excepting that
person only who had a right to
the government.

Now the servants of this un-
fortunate gentleman were of va-
rious characters and tempers.
Some of them were bold, and



