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THE ELEVERTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

WILLIAMS HOSPITAL,
For the year ending December 31at, 1800,

In bringing the atatistica of this hospital sand dispensary
work into accord with the civil year, we are able to report the
completed work of ten full years of medical service in P'ang-
chosng. The station was formally opened in the spring of
1880. The first nnnual report presented the beginming of
an effort which has expanded with each year. It is, therefors,
with s peculiar sanse of satisfaction that we review the year
which eompletes a dseade of work in thia little village.

There have been changea in the staff of the hospita! as in the
preceding year, bub the work has been continued uninter-
ruptediy thronghout the year, During the sbsence of Dr,
Atwood st the annoal meeting in May, De. McClure, of the
Canedian Presbyterian Mission to Hovan, very kindly assomed
the charge. Dr. Atwood, baving decided to retarn to his field
in Sbanei, turned over the medioal work to the writer of this
report on the 6th of October, the remainder of tke statistical
year falling thua ko his charge. The tative staff has been
inevensed by a gradaate of the high achool at Tung Cho, who,
under the advice of hia teachers and pastors, had chosen the
medical profession as best auited %o his abilities and desires.
The native staff, therefore, includes fonr sssistants, each of
whom has had the advontage of several! years of preparatory
stady at the mission high sobool.

There have been fourtesn members of the station, ineluding
the ohildron present during the several portions of the year.
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To each of thess has boen sallotted more than the nsaal
amonnt of health and the privilage of an almost uninterrnpted
pervice. In view of the experience of other stations in Lhis
regard we have thos abundant oceasion for persounal gratitode.

The general conditiona of elimate which bave had snch a
special influenca upon China durimg the past year, haa equoally
affected oor work, The snmmer raive came more than a
mouth earlier than vsnal and with onosnal severity. A wide
region to the west of us was entively submerged for many
months, except the elsvated greoed, on which many of the
houses are bnilt. In a eomewhal simiar mannar on the enst
and south we were practieally eut off fronr sase of acoess for =
month or six weeks. Swoch a condition necessarily affscted
the daily clinic aod the nambers of those in the hospital.
The record, however, shows, deapite this inhibition, » scarcely
diminished aggrogate of attendance, a fact to be duly con-
sidered in calimating the growth of the work from year to:
year, In view of this it is right to consider the inorease of
the year as proportiooale to that of the [ormer years.

Before spenkiog of the direct work, it gives us pleasnwre
to refor again to the work of Dr, Atwood, who very kindly
apcepled the charge of the work on Dr. Peck's relurn to
America. Dr. Atwood was here for nearly a year and won
for himself a very high regard, both from the patives and from
the foreigners, With the grestly increased evangelistic and
other wark pressing npon us, we should gladly have retained
his practical and trained experience for our own field. Bk
he felt it best to retarn to Shansi and help build the religions
futnre of the regicn allotted o onr Board in that provinecs,
We follow that mission with a revewed inbereat which comes
from personal acquaintance and friendship.

The writer of thia report returned from a forlongh in
America in the sarly sammer, arviving at the station on the
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21st of June. On the 15th of September it became necossary
to go to Lin-ch'ing to assist in the care of Dr. Wagner,
ihen seriously ill. Returming from Lin-ch'ing the hospital
work was taken over from Dr. Atwood on the 6th of
October. Thia work waa again interrupted by a wmedical
visit to the neighboring mission of the London Mission st
Haioa-chong, in Qli-che, Chih-li, The Chi-cho mission
is n day's journay to the west of us, onr nosrest neighbor.
The comrtesies mnd Decessities of our somewhat isolated
lives makes ns often dependent mpon each other in cases of
emergencies, to which the needs of even very pressing duties
must give pluce,

The incressing importance of our own, s well as of every
medical work, may perbaps best be ilusirated by a sorvey
of the field which is touched and affected. In common with all
missions in Bhantuog oot own ia fealing the wplift and impulse
of & certsin momentom, which has been little appreciated
hitherto, but which is to be Increasingly an element in the
expansion of knowledge, intelligence and faith in Chins,

A careful collation of the tables mod deily record shows
that the region from which onr palienls come, extends across
the whole proviuce from the north to the seuth and as far
enst as the mouth of the Yellow River. It nlso sxtends 200
li north fato the provinee of Obile-li, and nearly as far west.
This wide region is represented by six Fu cities, aix Chow
cities and tweuty districta in the provioee of Bhaotung and
by three Obow and twelve district cities in Chib-li.

A still more minnte collation shows that the patientas have
eoms from no less thun & thousand sand thirly-one villages
{1,081}, It onght surely tc be a compensation for the ardnouns
effort of the daily clinic to be sssared that into this region,
comprising one-Bith of the districts of Shantung, seeds of divine
troth aed light are being spread sbrond. A list of the de-
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pariments aud distriots thus reacked is appended for the sake
of fature compurison. A study of the tables will show that
the clnsses of disense nre very wide, and chiefly of thoss af-
fectians for which the native profession have little or no reliaf.
The irmmediats affock, in cass of aven a partial eure, is greatly
to snhsnea the repate of foreign medicine and of the doctrine
of whiol il is the acknowledged forerauner. It is, therefore,
gratifying to find tlab a real confidence in the missionary, an
well na in his medicines, is rapidly spreading and deepening.
The casea in the hospital are the witness of this. The last
half of the year has shown an increasing number of very
sovers surgionl disenses, Culy the elinging to 1he last Lhope
for life would bring them to tha test of the operation. The
increass of thess ceses is a fair measure of the assurance that
they expact to get reliaf and perchance & new leass of life, In
the large majority of these cases the relief songht has been
obtained with a natoral readiness to treat all the more in the
jodgment or the akill of the Western doctor.

The Evangelisiic Character of the Work.—The first purpose
of the medical work is not to relieve the saffering of those
who apply, however importact this must be, bat to maks
it snbservient ta the larger purpose of awakening an interest
1 the Gospel message and all the good that Bows from it.
.The hospital work beara directly wpon this paorpose with
a steadily incressing influence. The number of hospital in-
pationts for the year han besno 54, an increase over last year
of gbout 100, The nomber of days spent in the hospital can-
nob be very lacge ou the average. And yot soms have stayed
from one Lo three monthe. For the moat of the time for tha
year the wards, both for men and women, have been fairly
full. Some of the time they have been crowded. The re-
ligions work of the howpital is now fairly Bj'nhmlﬁ-ﬁa- It
centers largely abont the doily dispensary prenching. The
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dispensary chapel or waiting room .has been foll, if not
crowded, every day for the most of tha year. Mr. S8mith, when
not called away to the village work, hias been conatantly
pressnt, spending the most of the pm. in the room: The
preachers who happen to be st Lhome, ave on hand to give
peceasary help. Oue of oor oldest helpers is the practical
chaplain of the hospital. His mornings are given to selling
little books to snch of the palients as care ko buy and so
teaching a8 many as care to learn, while the pm, is spent
in tha waiting room taking n toro et preaching, and the
eveniogs are also given to talking with the patients in the
rooms. Whila this ia being done for the men, the matron of
the women's wards, Mra. Ma, is deing n like work for the
fernale patients. The ladies hare also given regular boars
to painful and wearisomne teaching to the women who sre
persoaded to learn, It may be safely said that no year in
the history of tha station has beon so marked in the energy
and continuoneness of the evangelistio work in the hospital
88 has the past. Beveral very marked cases of epecial interest
of persons who bave accepted the Gospel while in the
hospital, both of men and women, are to be mentioned. They
will be referred to in the station report. It has been the
purpose to have every one who atays at the hospital for aven
# day or two carry with him some truth which may abide.
In nocordance with thia purpose sn effort has been made, not
merely to bave the patients learn the Lword'a Prayer sad the
eommandments, but to bave them learn to read the same.
The effort to lenrn fixes the words snd the thoughta as
well. A simple prayer has been added in rhyme, which aids
in recalling the thought. It hns bseu s matter of snrprise
to s to find bow large a proportion of those who have pever
learned 'a character take to the stody of these wimple forma
with o real enthmsiam. The hospits]l affords a special help



in this respect. Those who lhave Degnn, assist in keeping up
the interest of those who are beginning. It has beem the
pleasant experience of the yesr to see from forty to fifty in
the male wards sll studying and reading with an intersst
which is contagions. Some bave gone on until the Seriptare
end the Catechism Primera Lave besn painfally learned.
The snccess of some in dearning those has led them to read
in the Gospis snd other smell books. One remarkable case
will be refsrred to elsewkers of a man of thirty years, who
in a few months’ time, from the merest beginning, went om
outil he bas naw read almost all the waloable Christian
baoks, incloding the New Testament, His enthosiam has
doabtless led meny others to undertake what at first might
have seemed a hopeless task. While the men have made the
most progress in reeding, the same effort has been made with
the women with & very large messare of snccess. From the
very first entrance into the bospital they are nrged to learn
and by persistent effort & very goed beginning has been mada
io learning the fundamental tratha of the Gospel. It is
neadless to suggeat the very important bearing of his usefal
study wpon the futare of onr work in the villages. In eddi-
tion to the daily instraction in the chapel and the wards, an
effort has bean mads to have the Gospel preached in the placea
from which the patienta come. This belongs properly to the
regalar work of the station and is meutioned Leve as an integral
part of the evengelistic work of the madical department.
Had aa carefol a record been kept of those who have learned
to read o little, na of the daily treatments of disease, it wonld
appear thab several hundreds, both men, women and children
have been started in Christina teuth throagh their new inter-
esl in learniog to read.

Notes on the Medical Work.—During the spring snd snmmer
several toors were made by the chief dispensary assistaot
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