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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE.

David Foster, the author of ¢ The Scientific Angler,”
was born at Burton-on-Trent, England, September 224,
1813, and at the date of his reeent death, was known
wherever o salmon, trout or grayling fly 15 thrown in
the kingdom of Great Britain, as the Izaak Walton of
the nineteenth century. This angling patronymic, joined
to that of “0ld David,” by which he was more famil-
iarly known, indicates the esteem and affection in which
he was held by English lovers of the angle. He was
certainly one of the most observant and praetical rod-
sters that England, where the eunltured angler is an
artist, hns ever produced. The book before ns is an
attestation of thia fact.

My provinee, as editor, has been confined to foof
notes, more or lesz copions, i which I have endeav-
ored to make plain to the American reader the ang-
ling phrases, terms and tackle nsed in England, giving,
so far as practicable, American analoguesof the English
fish, The text of the anthor remain: nntoenched, with

the exception of the exclusion of a few paragraphs on
3
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4 THE EDITOR'S PREFACE.

fishing for barbel, bream, and tench, and the chapter
on fish colture—the reader wonld have found in the
former but little of value, and the latter iz far behind
the present advanced statns of fish enltore in Ameriea,
It will be noted that the foot notes, which are all
my own, are free from critical comments on the author’s
views; from which I have designedly abstamed, although
not a few paragraphs of the text are in conflict with the
approved practice of the best American anglers.

WM. C. HARRIS,
New York, 18583.
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THE SCIENTIFIC ANGLER.

CHAPTER L

THE HABITE AND HAUNTS OF FISH.

FOWER O VISION, HEARING, ETC., POSSESSED BY FISHL® PERI-
ODID MOVEMENTS AND HABITS OF SALMON, BREOWN TROUT,
CHARR, GRAVLING, AND PIKE

The habits of fish depend in no small degree on the
power of their senzes, and to these we will briefly allude
before dealing with the subject in detail. The first
faculty to claim onr attention is that of

SrenT,—The clearncss with which a grayling, lying

# The subject of the senscs of Oshes i= the cause of much curfous
eomment sl speculation among angling natoralists, Whe do not Wil
lingly consent that the class Fisees shall be placed vpon e plane below
that of the inseets: The belief that fk2hes Dpossess goalitles which
reach & standerd beyond the instioet of seil-preservation bas meceotly
adoed in strength and intarest, owing to the increased facilitios that
fish enlturs las given us to obaerve their habite, 1t is concaded Ly
natnrlizts that eortain insects, and many of tho lower animala, have the
power of Imparting wutasd [otelligenes by processas unkonown o ue
The little ants hobnobbing with exch other ; the cooing dove wooing its
mate voorlly 5 the hen elucking ber brood uoder protecting wings, are
familtinr instances of voeal Intercourse among insecta and birds, and no
ong who has wotehed the mimpows of & shallow pool, liss failed Lo see
equally sare indicabions that Gehes have o way of iheir own In com-
munijcating with each other, [ linve ofien seen them dart awifily lo-
wards epch other, puitihg nose bo noge, oo in a moment or two ecull
leizurely away with what Ineked ta me lika a sell-congratulatory flirt of
the tafl, ns If the matier communleated wes of the uimest importance,
g0 fish Nfe In genoml.
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