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PREFACE.

Tre ftory of REYNaRD Tar Fox, here prefented to the
Englith public in the Tranflation of Mr, Arnold, is one which
has been famous for centuries. The carlieft cdition known
of this remarkable work is prefcnred in the Grenville Llhrary
at the Britih Mufeum, 'and is fuppofed to be a unique

copy; it is a black in Dutch, and was printed

Upon this work was
i ‘t;rumn publithed in r481.
This firft Englith Revfakp iksko extremely rare, only three
copies being known, of which two are in the Britifh Mufeum ;
it is, however, eafy of reference, having been reprinted by
the Percy Socicty in 1844. The firlt German verfion was
publithed at Litheck in 1468, but the origin of the legend
is much more remote, the poem having been known in Low
German, French, and Latin, even in the twelfth century,
At the prefent day, it is impoifible to trace the author-
fhip of the oldeft verfion, referred by fome to Willem die
Matoc; but a Refnbart Fuchs is ftill preferved, dating about the
middle of the thirteenth century, and it would feem that the
earlieft traces of the Poem muft be fought in Flanders, where
the nucleus of the feries of adventures was formed. Henry



