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PREFACE TQ THE SECOND EDITION,

Taz sti? unecttled atste of the controversy be-
tween Orthodoxy snd Scepliciem, and the social
Teprossion maintained by the apholders of the former
over those who sre guided by the Iakber, has'indnced
the guthor to make & farther attempt to excife such
an interest in the matter a9 may resolt in equal
jnstice being rendored to botk parties.

Remarks on the comse pursued by the clergy
have been found necessary, but ehonld the sothor's
words be comstrood ss impoting to them any
improper motives, he most distinetly repudistes any
intention of the kind. Hrror of jodgment is all he
attribuies to them.






SCEPTICISM AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE.

PART I

Tut time seems olearly to have srrived when some.
thing should be settled rvegarding the two parties
now admitted bo exisl—ono nphalding the inspira- -
tion of the 013 and New Testaments, and the othor
denying it—o8 to the position which each party is
entitled to hold, nnd the social rights and Intorests
that each may claim in the State. Much difficalty
will arise before the matier can be properly adjusted ;
but the necessity for it has become obyions, if jus-
tice to both parties alike is to be cheerved,

The case, as it stands, may be briefly stated as
follows : Tp to a certain period, we have been
kistorically tanght that the writings known sa
the Holy Bcriptures were—the Old Teatament by
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the Jews, and the Old and New Testaments by
Christiang—recsived as having emanated by Inepira-
tion from the sapernatural power, named snd de.
soribed in both Testaments aa God ; and this teach-
ing wat almost nniversally acqriesced i throughout
the Christisn w-nrlﬂ. In this matter, indeed, until
a comparatively late period, there was Little option
allowed, for so mevere were the laws against sll
negative temching on the eubject that mo open
questioning of the isspirstion of these writings
could take plaen without rigk of swinl ponishments,
‘which varied in intensity, accovding to the ignorance
and barbarity existing in diforent countries, and the
tyranny over opinion practiged, I regret to add,
generally at tho instigation of the clergy of all
“persnasions.

It is difficult to mscertain the timp when ecepti.
cism, aa it has been understood in modsrn times,
first bepan to make ite appearance in the world; ot
perheps its peeds may be traced in the declarations
of freedom of thought and opinion which were em-
bodied in the protestations aguinst mere suthority,
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*with elatms for the right of privie judgment, made
by Luther and Melancthon, and their disciples, in
the sixteenth centory, and Imther's first direct oppo.
giticn to the Papal dootrines and anthority was made
in 1517. As far back, howsver, sa 1624, Tord
Herbert of Oberbury published views of s deisfical
tendency, and he waa followed Ty others, both in
this sod foreign couniries, amongst whom may be
named Holbhes and Tindsl, in the seventeenth sentury,
and the third Esrl of Bhaftesbury, Lord Bolinghroks,
and Colling in the early part of the. eighteenth cen-
tury; & Ilater peried of which hronght forth the
works of Hume, Adam Bmith, Lord Chatham, Gibbon,
and Frankli, The argumenta of all these writers
tended to impogn the notion that the Old and
New Testaments were written under inspiration;
but, a8 my knowledpe of their writings is chiefly
confined to what I have learnt from encyclopmdiag
and other worka referring to them, I canmot ecter
frto any precise exposition of the views promulgated
by theseanthors. There oan be little doubt, however,
of their having published opinions of a strong scep-
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