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THE AUTHORITY OF MIGHT AN} RIGHT

In the struggles of life with individuals and
with nations the gquery often comes, whether
might is right, or right is might. Io the raging
conflicts when all available means of power to gain
vietory for the principles which individuals or
nations endeavor to vindicate or to establish, often
the right seems shattered by the forees of evil,
and the people have inclined to the scepticism of
the subtle sarcesm in the phrase: “God is on the
pide of the strongest battalions! On close
scrutiny, however, it appears that might and
right are not terms {o be opposed; that this
query really reads, whether the wrong is night, or
the right is wrong. Might in itself being in-
nocent of moral quality, the assertion “might is
right™ would make success the a posteriori eriterion
in regard to the moral right or wrong of our given
action or principle, This wamoral pragmatism
would say whatever has succeeded iz so far forth
right. Whoever, or whatever fails of success is
thereby declared to be wrong. It knows of no
struggling for a lost cause, knows of no defeated
principles of right; it recognizes only success.
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The worldly, rationalistic temper of prudent
calculation always has worshiped success, looked
with an eye to the future, acted with an ear to
the ground. Lacking faith worldly wisdom tries
to reason itself secure, in spite of the Riblical
declaration that “the wisdom of the world is fool-
ishness with God.”

The world’s prudential wisdom, this rational-
istic unbelief, mensures with things seen the un-
seen and unperceived, the deep and hidden things
of Ged! This sentiment is by whole diameters
removed from the heroie feith in the right under
trying circamstances, which Lowell expresses in
the lines:

“Truth forever on the seaffold,
Wrong forever en the throne,
Yet, that acaffold aways the futare!
And behind the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow,
EKeeping watch above his own.”

The prmciple of gooudness and that of evil
menifest themselves in their outward behavior.
All things shall onc day be proclaimed from the
housctops and the hidden secrets laid bare.
Though outward behavior may not exactly cor-
respond to inmer sentiment, it is in general but



