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ADVERTISEMENT.

LORD GRENVILLE having pub-
lished, and the zeal of his friends having
republished his celebrated Letter to Dr.

Gaskin, it has been thought a complis F

ment to both, to give additional celebrity
to that admirable epistle, and to the still
' more admirable answer thereto. We cans
not help flattering ourselves that the pube
lic, as well as the parties concerned, will
think themselves very much obliged to us
for the republication of such celebrated
StaTE Puaga, which we presume to be

of opinion, will be as long remembered as

the Catholic Question shall be recurred to in
the history of the country,
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TO THE REV. G. GASKIN, D.D. |

SECRETARY TO THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,

e

. I'o cninz-Strect, May 2, 1807,
Sir,

THE Society for pramoting Christian

. Knowledge, of which 1 am a Member, has

thought fit to publish, during a General
Election, a Resolution, declaratory of its
opinion respecting a political measure re-
cently submitted to Parliament.

That measure, brought forward for pur-
poses of peace, union, and public secuiity,
by men who yield to none of their fellow-
subjects in loyalty to their Sovereign, and
attachment to the civil and religious Con-
stitution of their Country, is thers ttigma-
tized as hostile to the Established Church
and Ecclesiastical Constitution of the
realm, and as subversive of those princi-
ples which placed his Majesty’s family on
the British throne. P %

It is natural for those whose characters
'are thus aspersed, to enquire by what right
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any persons have taken upon themselves,
in the name of such a 301:591]', to give
comntenance and currency to au injurions
and groundless calumny, fabricated for the
watch-word of a party, and calculated only -
to excite and uphold popular clamour.
. "The Society was instituted, as its annual

publications declare, * for the increase of -

the knowledge and practice of our hely
Religion, by the support of Charity~
schools, and by the distribution of Bibles,
Prayer-books, and Religious Tracts.”
Those who have directed the present pro-
ceeding can best explain in. whit manner
Christian knowledge, or Christian prac-
tice, will be increased by promoting reli-
gious animosities and civil discord, by stir-
ting up the blind prejudiees and ungovern-
able passions of the ignorant ; and by cir-
¢ulating amongst our fellow-subjects, in-
stead of the word of truth and charity, the
libellous and inflammatory calumnies of
electioneering contests and party violence.
- As a member of the Society, solicitons
for the promotion of its genuine objects;
I desire to enter my dissent to 4 resolution
purporting to express it$ unanimous opi- -
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mon. 1 objert to the propriety of its tak-
ing past, at all, inthe political divisions of
the conatry : I ebject to its kabouring to’
extend and prolong those divisions with
respect to 2 neasure publicly withdrawan,
and of which there is consequently no lom-~
ger any question. Bat, most of all, I ob-
joct to the truth, and, may I vet add, to
the decency of a censare which, if it were
founded either in justice or in reasom,
would apply Lo almost every description of
public men, ‘and would even implicate all
those authoritiss which are the most en~
titled to our respect and reverence.

If to permit the King's subjects of all
jpersuasions e serve him in his army be-
““an uncenstitutiomal innovation,” with
whom, and when did it eriginate ? It was
first swade the law in Ireland fourteen years
ago, at the express recommendation of te
Crown, delivered from the throne by ome
of his Majesty’s present Ministers, then
Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom.

If the adoption of a similar law in Great
Britain would be ““ an act of hostility to
the Established Church,” to whom shall
that: hostility be aseribed? To those who



8

now proposed, or to those who léng age
engaged, for that concession? To the
‘framers of Lord Howick’s bill, or to those
members and supporters of the present
Gavernment, who in the yéar 1793, gave
and authorised that promise to the Catho-

hies of Ireland. _ -
If the employment of Catholic Officers
and Catholic Suldiers in the general service
of the empire ; if the permitting them to
hold and exercise, at his Majesty’s discre-
tion, &lt military commissions, the rank
and station of General not excepted; if
the relieving them in this respect from all
penalties and disabilities on account of
their religious persuasions; if these things
‘be matter of just alarm “ to the ecclesiasti-
cdl constitution of this country,” when was
the moment for that alarm? In the year
1804, all this, and more than this, was done
in an act proposed by Mr. Pitt, with the
coneprrence. of his colleagues now in ad-
miuistration, passed by the British Parlia-
ment, and sanctionéd by his Majesty’s
royal assent. That act legalised a long
list of nilitary commissions, antecedently
granted by his Majesty, with the advice of
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the same Ministers; and it enabled his
Majesty, prospectively, to grant at his dis=

cretion, all military commissions Wwhatever
to Catholics, not indeed to British or Irish
Catholics, but to foreign Catholics; to
men who owe his. Majesty no allegiance,
and who are not even reguired to disclaim
those tenets #which all our fellow subjects of
that persuasion have solemnly abjured.

What ground of difference will then re-
main to justify these outrageous calumnies
against the late proposal? Isit that men
were permitted to aspire to the rewards
and honours of a profession, to the toils and
dangers of which the Legislature of their
country had long since invited them? Is
it that the same indulgences which had
been promised and granted to Catholics
by others, were not withheld by us from
Protestant Dissenters? Oris it, lastly, that
we judged our own countrymen and fellow
subjects entitled, under hiss Majesty’s discre-
tion, to the same confidence and favour
which Parliament had so recently extended -
to foreigners of all nations and all descrip-
tions?

And let me further ask—if these conces-
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