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PREFACE.

Tre documents here printed form part of a large collection origi-
nally intended for o continuation of the Records of the Reformation,
the first part of which was published at Oxford by the Delegates of
the Clatendon Press in 1870, Owing o the limited sale which
these volumes met with, the Delegates were unwilling to eontinue
the publication, and na hookseller or publisher would undertake
the risk of printing 2 serics of papers for which thero was no hope
of & remunerative sale. Unider these cireumstances these deenments
have remained in manuscript a3 they were copied together with
several epitomes of the scarce pamplhilets and volumes of the period,
which throw light upan the bistory of the changes in religion.
Nearly all of them belong to the reign of Edwnrd VI, for the
editor hiad long ago abundoned his intention of publishing o seeond
part of the Records, which would have continued the history of
ecclesiastical affaivs from 1533 to the endd of the veign of Henry
VIIL, aml purpoesed devoting hiz atiention to the following reign
—from 1547 to 1553, The reazon for thiz was that the late Mr
Brewer's volumes of the State Papers and Documentz of that reigy
woere mpidly progressing, and seemed likely soon to reach this periad,
and his ucoounts of all impovtant papers were so full and pecurate
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it PHEFACE.

that it would not have been worth while 1o publish a selection of
coclesinstical docaments which would for all practical purposes hove
appeared in these volumes sulliciently cpitomised.  Dut there was
no danger of sueh interferonce as regards the reign of Edward VI,
for, thongh the foreign papers of that reign in the: Reeord Office
had been admirably exeented by the late Mr. Turnbull, there yet
vemained an immense mass of documents in the Cottonian Libwary
and elsewhiere which had been left vrmoticed, and many of them
perhaps entirely unknown to historians, the pernsal of which would
have been indispensable [or any one who would take an sceurate
survey of the transactions of the peviod.  And, what is mueh to be
regretted, the Domestic Papers had been epitomised in the most
mengre way in the st volume of the Domestie Series, which begins
with the year 1547 and ends with 1580,

Mo reflection is intended by this remark on the labours or skill
of the editor of the fist volume, which extenids over the veigns of
Edward, Mary, and part of Elizabeth. The papers are pevfeetly well
:'9]11135:_'11.“31! iy My, Robert Lemon, but he, IiI'-.II}:J.'I:]].' f'-..'r"uwing.; his
metrnctions, las just given the heads o the matters treated in each
paper, =o as to afford a perlect method of identilying the paper, but
not so az to supersede the necessity of referring to the document
itselll  The mistake seemz to have been diseovered after its pobli-
cation, for in all subsequent volomes of the serivs the plan has
boen changed; and cven as regards the omitted documents of the
carlier period, which have been from time to time publishel as
sppendices to Mre, Green's volumes, the analysis of papers has
Feen on a much more extended seale.

It 3= much to be regretted that the zame permission, granted to
My, Brewer as regards the State Papers of the reign of Henry VIIIL



THEFACE. 1l

wis wot extended o the sther ealendarers of succeeding veigns, oy
the mumber of sueh papers which exist in other eollections prolably
ereatly exeeeds that ol the decutnents now in the Public Necord
Office; nnd it ig not yet foo late to wdd o colleetion of docwments ol
the reigns of Edward and Mary from the Cottonian and other
librarice to that valoable serics.  Mesnwhile the contents of the
following  volume, which are ulmost entirely new, may not Lo
unaceeptable to readers who wish to form o Bdr cstimate of the
means by which the reformation of religion was effected and the
characters ol these who were the chief instruments in bringing it
about,

With the view of enabling the veader to understand the sulject, o
considerable number of notes has been adied at the (oot of the texr,
which sorve to explain who the prineipal sctors in the affiirs of this
reign were and what were theiv objects. These notes do not profess
o give anything like o complete lile of the persons to whom they
refer, but only so much of their actions as may serve to illusteate
the character, and the ehanges of belief, whether real, ov professeld,
or of & mixed charactery by which they were actuated.

The papers here published will read to show hew untenable i=
the theory that the prineipal agents in the Belormation of the reign
ol Fdward VL ever intewded to stop short with the fivst Prayer
Book of 1544 ; l,hc_'}" are o link in the evidence, which s mlcmbl:,r
complete perhaps without ir, that there was g systomatic attempt
from the first om the pare of Somerset and his eolleagoes to bring
dectrine to the state in which it appears in the seeond Prayer Dook
of 1552, which there 2 renson to think woulld lave been further
carried out in a thind Prayer Book, il the premature death of the

King had not put a stop to all their proceedings. Most of the



