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PREFACE

In my commissioned service of over thirty-three
years | have spent over twenty-two years with my
regiment and three years in training a battalion of
college cadets. 1 have been intimately associated
with the national guard of one state and have had
experience with the puard of four other states. [
have seen something of foreign troops in both peace
and war. In these many years I have observed the
methods of training employed by a number of
officers.

Our infantry training has improved over what I
first knew but there still exists in places a lack of
completeness and system. Of late years a much
greater interest than formerly has been taken in the
tactical instruetion and training of our officers and
the progress has been marked. The tactician is,
however, but the skilled mechanic; the tools with
which he works are his troops. New recruits are
like the lump of ore, of no use until converted into
steel and then forged into shape. The making of
this tool from the raw material is our principal
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4 IR PERRACE

At the request of officers with whom 1 have
often talked and corresponded on the subject of
training infantry, this little book of suggestions has
been prepared. 1t is based on my own experience
and observation and what others have told me of
their work. It is offered by an older officer to his
younger brothers in the infantry in the hope that

it may be of someservice to them.
J. F. M.
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INTRODUCTION

There is nothing more important to an
army than the correct training of its in-
fantry. The training of all the arms has
much in common, but training infantry,
owing to the manner of its use in battle, calls
for much that is not required in the other
_arms.

The infantry soldier must work more in-
dependently than men in the other branches.
He cannot be led or controlled as can men
in groups or close formations; hence he needs
to be more thoroughly instructed in the part
he is to play., This instruction cannot be
given him on the field of battle. The man
who must steadily advance on an enemy in
position requires not only higher training
but higher discipline than one who does his
fighting in close formation, or at long range
and out of sight of the enemy and protected
from hostile fire by steel shields.

The mere mechanical part of the drill ef
all the arms is not difficult zs regards its
execution on the peacefu] drillground but it
requires much training to carry cut these
same things on the battlefield.
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