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'PREFACE.

Dunixe the very flatiering attendance which,
for the last, and the present season, has been be-
stowed on the botanical lectures in this place, and
the prevailing taste which has heen manifested for
the study of plants ; it was impossible nol to feel the
great inconvenience atising from the deficiency of
botanical books. The common standard works of
the science, those containingthe genera and species
of plants, are hardly so much as heard of by name in
- our bookstores. 'Fhese works, even when obtained,

being principally in Latin, are useless to a great class
of amateurs of the science, who are not conversant in
the learned languages. To this it may be added,
that a great number of American plants have never
been fully described, that all-that is known con-
terning them is contained in the few words of a
specific character, which to the student, or inexpe-
rienced botanist, can hardly afford a necessary de-
- gree of satisfaction and certainty. -
. I have been influenced by these circumstances
! in determining to offer to the friends-of botany in this
section of the couniry, the present collection of
plants, which has been undertaken with the hope
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that it may be found fo answer some usefal purpose
s a book of practical reference, until some more
extensive work may appesr among us.

The plants described in this book have beem
collected during the {wo last seasons in the vicinity
of Boston, within a circoit of from five to ten miles.
These limits have only been exceeded in the case of
8 few remarkable plants, ns Magnolia, Podophyl:
lum, &c. whose places of growth and distance from
Boston are distincly neticed. It is presamed
bowever that the vegetables of this part ef the coun-
try will serve as a {olerable specimen of the botany
of the whole New England states, and particularly
of the maritime parts.

No plants have heen inserted, which were not
found growing spontancously, or in their wild state.
Of these a majority are originally pative, the resi
have emigrated to us from other conntries. Plants |
which are found growing only in a state of culiiva.
tion, are omitted ; and among others the numerous
culfivated trees and shrubs.

In describing the planis, the genera have been
placed at the head of each class, and the species
afterward in the same order, with corresponding
numbers. On account of the smallness of their
number, it has not been thought necesanry to repeat
the generic characters singly, especially as many of
them are given more at large than mere essential
characters. In the species I have carefally avoid.
ed all changes of names or unnecessary innovations
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of amy sorl. The specific characters have been
taken frem authors with as much fdelity an was
consistent with translation, except where thess
characiers were found to be obviously impensfect.
In & few insiances characters of superflaous length
have been abridged, (abdr.) and sometimes the
terms have been changed for more convenient ones
of the énme import. /m. &.) Occasionally also the
character has béen tsken from a symonym, and
wmarked sccordingly. (zub syn. )

In soms instances it appeirs probable, and even
evident, that different plants have been intended by
different authors under the same name. In these
cases I have preferred, for the present, not to
change the name, but to give it on the authority of
that anthor who has described the plant intended in

"The. principal aynonyms of recent hotanists
have been given. To each specific character has
been added a more full description of the plant ta.
ken from actnal specimens, together with the place
of growth, time of lowering and duration, and og-
¢asional remarks on the properties and uses of par-
ticular species, collected from authers, or derived
from personsl observation.

The present work does not profess to contain a
caomplete collection of the plants of this section of
the: country. Buch an undertaking, neither my
present leisure and opportunities, nor the time al-
lotted for this'publication, would permit. I may



