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e

A rowe conmection with agricultural literature, and an ex-
tansive home and foreign and colonial correspondence with
cultivators and sgrienltural societies, have shown me how
rapidly hop culture ia extending with the inereesed demand
for beer, and hence the necessity for some relisble msnual
of ready reference, bringing down the practice and skatistics
on thig important prodoct to the present time.

Although I eannot hope to be able to afford much prac-
tioal ot novel informstion to the experienced hop growers
of England, yet this attempt on my part to condense into
& reagonable compass a fow useful hints and snggestions,
combined with the latest statistios of production and con-
sumption in various countries, may perhaps prove acceptable
in some distant quarters, and especially in our Awnstralian

eolonies.

P. L. BIMMONDE,
B3, FixeoBovaE Eoap, BW.
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HOPS.

CHAFTER I,

HISTORY, BOTANT, ECONOMIC UHES, AND CHEMIETEY OF HOPR

Trr hop, so extensively cultivated here and in other eountries
for the nse of the hrewer, and so well known fo every hotse-
keeper for culinary use, was not unknewn to the andents,
being mentioned by the Arbian physician Mesud, who lived
‘about B45, Hops were apparently first used for beer in
Germany and in the Dutch breweries sbout the year 1400,
their properties and nses being well undersiood. Tt -was
introducsd into England from Flanders in 1524, but its
gtrobiles were not used to preserve English beer, until abhont
the year 1600. Henry VIIL, in 1530, forbade the breweries
to mix hops in their beer, and somowhat later Parliament
waa petitioned by Londoners to prohibit their use, “ as they
would spoil the taste of the drink, and endanger the people.”

Bockmann (‘Hist. of Inv.” wol. iv. p. 886) states that
plantations of hiops had bogun to be formed in England ap.
1552, They are first mentioned in the English Btatute-book
in that year, viz. in the 5th and 6th Edward VI, c. 5
(repealed 5 Eliz., ¢. 2), an Act directing that land formerly

in &llage should again be eo cultivated, but excepting,
B
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amongst other ground, “ land set with eaffron or hopa; " and
by an Act of Parlisment of the first year of James I, anno
1603, o. 18, it appears that hops were then prodmced in
sbundance in England.

In the oldest book I kmow about hops (Reynolde Beot's
‘Perfite Platforme of a Hoppe Garden”), dated 1574, and
printed in black letter, with many prefaces terminsting in
inverted pyramida of type, Kent is spoken of as the county
of hope. The system of cultivation appears to have little
changed gines then; and the book, if it were not written in
the style of an Act of Parliament, and interlarded with moral
reflections and allusions fo every poet and orator of ancient
times, might have been written in the present dsy. et
hops, at that date, were but of recent cultivation. For ages,
whila onr ancestors were wont to flavour their ale with ground
vy, sad honey, and varions bitters, & weed called “hop " had
beem known about the bedges of England ; but no ome
thonght to cultivate it for brewing until the beginning of
the sixteenth eentury, Some say the cultivated plant came
first from Flanders, where it waa certainly used before our
brewers knew ifs virtuse. * In France, hop gardens are very
angient, Mention i8 made of them in some of the oldest
records, though what the hops were used for does not appear.
In England it had many enemieas to contend with at first.

The leafy eone-like catking or imbricated heads (strobili)
of the common hop (Humulus lupulus, Lin.), a dicscious
plant, with s perennial root, have long been an important
article of commerce, and the eulture and trade are becoming
mora and more extensive. The scales are scattered over with
resinons spherical glands, which are easily rubbed off, and



