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INTRODUCTION

Tue series of books popularly known ns the Apocrypha
have heen by an eminent scholar aptly stvled Zrerschen-
schriften or Intermediale Writings, 'To none of them
dowes Lhe term Intevmediate apply with so much {ulness as
to that which 15 the subject of the present volume.  Like
the rezt of the Apocrypha, Foolrrianiionr stands betwesn
fhe Old amd New Testaments, Like the wholc of the
Books of Wisdom. it 15 intermodiabe between sacred and
secular litermture.  In common with two other of these
wistom books it mediates between perely Jowish thonght
anr] the spirit of the cxternal world by which this was
aradually leavened ; and in twe case of Frolesfusidones what
there 15 of external influchce 15, on the explicit anthority
of the Preface, to be put down to that Alexandrian lterary
circle which was the great link belween Oricotal and
Western, between Ancient and Modern.  In a yet more
important sense the word has application; so far as Bilili-
cal Philosophy can be presenled as a thing of develop-
ment, Eoclessesticns holds in that development a middle
place. The Book of Proverbs is a series of 1solated obser-
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vations of dfe, universal wisdom being not analysed but
adored. On the contrary Mecfesiosfer and [Firdos:, from
however varied standpaints, agree in wrning reflection on
to the universe as a whole. Uniike thesc, the Dook of
Ecclesiasticus makes no attempl to investigate uwniversal
profilems ; its matter, apart from the hymas to Wisdom, is,
like that of Proverds, addressad to practical life ) its Greek
title makes it 2 Maouval of Virtue or fesaredern, and a
modern historian has deseribed it as the sanctification of
cominon sense.  But, unlike Proverds, s observations are
not isolated, but digested inta wider though anll frag-
menlary surveys.,  The loguisitive spirit no longer satis-
fies; systematization hax not yot hogun; Lhotwoen oomes
the armupemest of materdal under headings - like the
‘topics’ of the Arnstotclian syvstem — which s distinctly
i middle stage bo philosophic advance.

Here however a misunderstaading 15 to he avobded.
To discuss the relation of this book to others as rezards
the development of the thought reflecied in them is by no
moans the same thing as settling the chronological order
in which the books were composed. The personal refer-
ences in Moeldsfastidns are so dislinct as to enable schokrs,
with practical unanimity, to fix the date of its compaosition
as aboul 200 b.¢. The decision of a date for Erclesiasies
is a focus elassicns for disagreeing doectors; opinion on
this topic has mnged over a thousand years, from the dwe
of Solomon to the age of Herod the Great.  Bul if the
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earliest date possible Le taken for Fadlesiastes, this will
not prevent its representing a later stage of philosophic
thought than the other. The earlier stages of literary
thought and form do not disappear when later stages take
their rise ; the two go on together side by side, each calling
forth fresh representatives, just as the invaders of a couns
try and the onginal inhabitants may settle down in it
terether. [F Aroclesiacfes be enrly and Esclesdasticus late,
this merely Implies thal the son of Sirach did nel adopt
thg philgsophic positipn of his predecessor, ot romained
in touch mith the srill earlier thonght from which the
Preachet bad made his diverpeonee,

The enlarged thouwrht neecds now forms for its oxpros-
sion ; poetic fotms had sufficed for Proverds, Evclesiasticns
supplements Lhese with a hilerature of prose. 1 desire to
be the more explicit in my cxplanation at this paint, be-
cause | have departed very wicely from previous editions
in the form which the book presents Lo the eve. Hebrew
verse depends, not upon mechanical matters such as
rhymes or the numbering of syllables, but upon the par-
allefispr of clavses.  But this: parabiclism of dauvses 1s, in
universal literatore, a feature of rhetoric,. 11 then a lan-
guage bases its verse system wpon something which also
belongs to prose, it is inevitable that in that language
we should find an overlapping of verse and prose.  The
exireme of poctry and the cxtreme of prose will be as
far apart in Hebrew as in other lapguages.  Dut there
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