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PREFACE

“In the person of his Eminence [Dr. Wiseman] is
recognised, not only a Prince of the Church, but the
illustrions head of the Hierarchy of England; the
people of Ireland also recogmse a champion of whom
[Roman] Catholic Europe i proud.”

Such 18 the testimony of a leading London Romish
nowspaper, The Weekly Register and Catholic Tele-
graph, of the 28th of August, 1858,

There is no doubt that Dr. Wiseman has the repu-
tation of being a learned man, and on a merely super-
ficial examination of his controversial works, we cannot
be surprised that he should pass as such; for he appears
to pomess an extensive knowledge of the writings
of the early Christian divines, commonly called the
“ Fathers of the Church.” Inthe character of “ Cham-
pion” of Romanisrm, he has undertaken to establish
by the testimony of these Fathers, the antiquity and
apostolicity of the peculiar * doctrines and practices ™
of his Church, sgainst which we, the children of the
Reformation, protest.

The olject, then, of the following letters, addressed
to Dr. Wiseman (reprinted from the Nutional Standard
and Dublin Warder), is to prove:

First: That whenever Dr. Wiseman secks to esta-
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blish his case as founded on the testimony of antiguity,
these very Fathers are, with fow and unimportant
exceptions, misquoted or misrepresentad.

And, secondly: That Dr. Wiseman, practically and
personally, knows nothing of the writers he =0 con-
fidently, and with such apparent eruditicon, cites: or, if
we give Iim credit for a Anewledge of the authors
from whom he quotes, we have # very unpleasant in-
forence forced upon us. 1t iz, however, o matter of
opinion with some persons, in what character they
would prefer to appear before the public, under the
circurnstances in which D, Wiseman is now placed.

The subject derives importance, therelore, from the
fact, that it exhibits the chief functionary of the Papal
Church in this country, A CArRDINAL ARCHDISHOP,
in a very equivocal Light.

As legitimately coming within the scope of the title
1 have adopted, I have added my “Porisn Fravps
EXEMPLIFIED IN DR. Wrsraan's LEOTURE oN PUR-
oATORY,” the former cdition being out of print. In
this, the reader must be prepared to find a few repe-
titions, which, under the circumstances, could not be
avoided.

I would wish it to be observed, that the examples
adduced of Dr. Wiscinan’s “Porisi Lirerary Bruxs-
DERS,” are samples, merely, of mimilar misquotations
and misrepresentations, plentilully dispersed througliout
his controversial works,

C. H. COLLETTE.
Linccln's Inn-fields, Dec. 1859,
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