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vi ADVERTISEMENT.

point of view will be found to atone for it. The exa-
mination of cognate languages, while it points out
their resemblances and proves the affinity of the races
of men of which they formed the vernacular speech,
seldom fails at the same time to elucidate, in a greater
or less degree, the structure of the respective idioms
themselves; and it will appear, if I am not mis-
taken, that the relation of the Celtic dialeets to the
other languages brought into comparison with them,
furnishes the means of throwing some light on the
European idioms in general. I have followed the
investigation which thus suggested itself, and have
stated the results. If the latter are well establish-
ed, they will be found both interesting by them-
selves to the philologist, and will at the same time
strongly confirm the principal inferences obtained
in respect to the origin and mutual affinity of the
European nations.

As I have had occasion in several parts of this
treatise to allude to the grammatical forms of some
languages, with whiech I am but imperfectly ac-
quainted, I have endeavoured to cite correctly the au-
thorities on which I have depended for information.
The names of various grammarians and other writers
on philological subjects, with the designations of
" their works, will be found in the marginal references
scattered through the following pages, and need not
be mentioned in this place. But there are four
living authors to whom in a more especial manner
I am indebted, and am anxions to acknowledge
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my obligation. These are Mr. H. H. Wilson, the
learned secretary of the Asiatic Society, author
of the Sanskrit dictionary, and Professors Bopp,
Rosen, and Grimm, to whose well known works I
have made throughout this essay frequent refer-
ences,
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