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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
oF

ME. EMHEA HOLMES,

Dumrya the swmmer of A5 ameamg the vsitors to ihe pleasant
villuge of D Cleave, in Somargetchite (whare  Willaen de
Hl:lmm'a foomded a Cistercian oaastory, o L1~ io kanoie af (e
in Mary, sonie small poerticn of whicie vel remains, part har.
rghm,u turned jote o private wsidenes~whers reen Gelds, aod
.:rn,hu;ds and woadlands, supply wmersus pretir pstora] pic-
tures-—and where the eragey eliffs aml wild waves of the Bristol
Channel, with evere description of vessel hoond fur, or refoming
[roany sl paels of the glohe, alland plontiind =eope for mnrioe
views), an artist and hiswife wight bavo been abasrvod—Liot ]y,
apparently, in the fnll fush of life—enjoving alike the pure air
and the bomuty of the survonmding secneey,  Tley were a happr
wuil A Joving pai, Full oF agh bedes and eielunns espications ; at
peees with Ciod and all His oreatvres ;| ansd delighting mnst in cach
other's socicty.  Fuomble as they were moul aod mifted fand (lal
lndys pim was Ewown es furg b deast, o Ler hosband's peneal’y,
they mde symshing wherevee they wenbs S evere one folk
batter for having known tham,  Fhew ercerl i l?, or it nod,
ba var creed, gentle reader; theie polities gl or might not,
be wur party polities: bot e Divings, preactical picty was such
a5 would recommend them 1o all swith wheim free devotion i
prpre than their own morrow notions of thealogy § wnd theic galile
love of country, and strong svipathos with e poor wder erery
IrL-EL-i‘jEEI willie bion, eaubl wal Yol sodear them ool Trge pafrings,
iriler whatever banmer they wmighec raego thazclves in the bad ¥
politic.  Instead af inviting vieh aeighbowrs to o wold Yiaegr-foust,
they pave bread to thepoor,  Unoble to exsry ont the now o
Itk le-beesbond pelisiows impuncrion U Eomline Shee hoos en She<alig
furpee scabe ay !.n'.lr-ll Therpand LEFHTITRS i L Apmtlieid (lie Nortl,™
wag accustomed to do in s hallowed maese ot Honehbon-lo.
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| LLOGEAPHICAL HRETOH.

Bpringe,® i the refgen of Queen FEhenheth, they did theic Jitkle
well every week. in theie small eoteagre-Eitahen et home, both to
olil people and to voung ehildeon & rominding me fercibly of that
fine paesage in Ereesed Dvalem Sleedy (o book, T suppese, 1
ghonld bie ashammed of guoting alter Thackarnys cutting enticism
of the anthor in his Fagisy flumerists): —+ ¢ Prithes, Trim,’
quoth wy father, tnming vownd to him, ¢ What dost (hoeu menn
by hououring thy father nond motoer 2°— Allowing them, an”
please vonr honour, theee halfpence a day our of my pay, when
lILL'_'.' prow ol — And didst theo do thee, Teim #° sod Yorck:
—& Fle tidd, imnded,” eeplisd my anele Toby,— Then, Trim," suid
Yorjek, springing out of lus rlmw and taking the mwnra.l i
the h.u:l-.l “thow ert the best commenlstor upon that purt of the
Decalogue t wnd T honour thea mare for 3i, Corporad Teimg than
if thom hadst hiad . hawi in [V Tahmad itsclf,®

The artist, Marens L. flahies, wuz then some thictr-six vears
od szee s baving Beeo Bory of Binstol 1o L3038, and aemel eiler the
PI"'I"‘I:“:G"-'l"I"'l]_ il kL - h_|_|||| T;l‘l.h" An‘l."ruu_l_n -"|'T|'_|'|1.1 Wng 1:1:_\
godmorher. His tatlier, an lvisds Ia:lr,, died when he WEE VATY
voung, and he was edacated ot the Dristol Gruznmar Schoeol, and
alicrwanls hecnme o sbolent wl the Hopal Aendemy, wnler Faseli,
whare he wan the zilver medal for Beill Life,  Heturaing to Briz-
tol, he settled dowo there az za artist, as his father find dome
Belowe Bim, coniribuiing ocensienal pickuriz tothe exhibitions of
the Hoval Academy, nodd bo thioze of the (d Society of Walae-
coloar Fainters, of which both kis father and himzatf were mems
Bersy wod teseling deawing in the vicinape. One of his pupilz
was Eogeneg, 1o nte Fopresg of Khe Fropel, wohoonl one fgne
pursnad her atndies at (livkow.  Ouw tha Bth of July, 1858, he
married Mizs Elizabeth limra, ong of the deughbers of the e
Julia B, vicer of 8t Georee's, Brstol, siuee which their mesi-
denees had Toen awoa pleasant Bikhe eollage, eallm]l Homefield,
under the very shadow of the Irees of her farher's vicamge, as wa
shall see anon,

I Dhave snid that 3apcuz [Lolnies was also {he son of xo artist,
His father, George Holies, was o nadive of Teelond, bheing horn
it Dablin, abour the year 1776 and at his fathers housa the ill-
fated Lord Edwanl Ficcrerald, Thecbatd Welfe Tone, the Em-
mekts, aml other leish g |.Lr'|{.-r:: witn loved theair ceunier * noi
wigely, hut too well,™ vrel lo meat.  Hepowae pduented at White's
Ornmmar Sehood, with the Dhoke of Wailington., Carran, Sheri-
dan, apd Tom Meore. When the chivalry of Irelsnd, peasant
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RIOGHADPHICAL SKRETCH, f]

and peer, formed that famone army of Voluntoers, which iz at
feast ihe most gorgoond pageant that passis i view before us us
wi uneoll the long seroll of hos sorrowful aanals, and which
(eonld they only, Freemason-dike, bave clevaled ther aental
vigion above the tow und Dlindisng wists of seclorfon jealonsies
mizht have repenerated old Frin w contury agn —tieorge Holmes
had the homour of being ene of e wnits whiclh sode oy il
nohle hundred thoumsand,  Aboul fhe venr 1306, he married a
youog ludy Trom Kilkenny, Il wos durigge one of those periods
oF Hlondshad which have Blazomed mules the vert shicld of the
Eimerald Isle, that & hody was horne past the dooe of Thefy house,
during the absence of Georgo Holroes oo duty, which his voung
wife [eared was that of her highead, who wes oninjurad ; bt e
shoek an alanmed her Lhal her oervas syaten suttorol in conse-
quence, and the dockovs advised hee romnral by Evgland, in the
fhen perburhed sints of the gountry, as aheietely neocsary 1o
suvee her Hife.  George ILolmes, shovefore, ide adica te Lus Toved
pative land, and wenl to Bristel sbout Taie2, where his son Mar-
ang was born in the fallowioe vear.  Lis wife dying sooa afier,
he remeved for a faw vesrs 1o Locdon, where e had poblisted,
in 15601, & delightial oetnvo valune, Elitied Sheichies G s of
the Southern Countics of frebend, votfected dvidug o Lone ra e
Autwan, 1797, in a Serdes of Ledtéer.  The work s iHdust ratoad
with beanlifal views of the interior of the Absey of Iluly Uress,
the cathedeal-crowned Bock of Llshel, Cormac’s Cliepel anthe
south side of the sail enthedral, 1ess Costle, Mugensg Lake, and
Lismure Coslle, ote., from his own peoeil; and the sixteen Let-
ters of which the volumg i composvil ure not auly nost pleazind
reailing, bot ara fall of historical wd archacolooical neiormmtion,
hath his father wind himself beiog well versed in andiquitivs.  The
book was dedicated to the Tuchess of Thevenshine, sl was e
mezns of procuring fur him the patrenage of the Dulees of Liotn-
gior and of Devonshice, Viscount do Vasei, sl others of the
nohility.

Macaunay has woll cemacked, that @ ik is nob easy for a modern
Englishian, whe tan pass in o doy frem Lis club i Buinl Foes
Streat to his shooting box s the Gramplang, vl who linds
in his shootiog Lox all the cominets awd xarivs nf Ll elab, o
helieve that, fa the time of his greal-pranlfoher, Baint Junwes
Sireet had as Hitle eongesifon with the Gmmpiaus a0 with the
Andes: Yet go 1L was,  In the gouth of pur s searcely any-
thing was kpown about the Celtie guee of Soothead ;s what was
rowts exeited mo fecling Lul eonlampt and luathing”  Well Hen
might George Holnws writo sovonl y-sin Feurs agu, i e Prebce



{} RIOGRAPITICAY, SKETOH.

{a hiz valuable work ;=4 At this period of universal informa-
fion, wlile the historie snil deseriptive poges of the most distant
climes oo unfolded 10 our view, are we wof netozally to suppose
those parts mearest the heart of the empiee, throngh which a
ereitt partion of its 1ife blood flows, ghonld be intimately known?
Yet, strange ta say, Irelund, whicl, for o gpace of six hundred
veprs amd wore, o heen palitically connoeted with, snd eon-
Ui fo be g powerful and valoabile gem, in e erown of Grest
DUritain, 35 less known o the people of Bogland, in general, than
the mosl remote regions”  TLwas, 1 helieve, the tirst work ever
published on the picturesgne seemary of Ireland, and T am ﬂﬂlg
aorey thot wy epaec i= too lindted here to favour iy readers wit
a few cxtraets.

Tieturning (o Briarol he oltinmtely sectied thero in 1503, and
married & Aiss Anstey, of Ievizes, wha bore him three ehildren,
—Greorge, afterwands o phivsiciao, who died in Cangda~Annis,
murried to 1he Tev. John Gurmn, & Cenadian elergrinan, who
wigd gl nephew of ihe eelebvated Jokn Philpor Correa, and
eongin of t1he late Hight Reverend Diwior Crooyy, Lonl Bishop
of Harou—and Mary Tolmes, o Tady wlho s 24611 living, whosa
preeformsaess on the pisog wers yery moch aduared at the grest
Eshibition of 1853, and the composer of numerud picees of mosic
which hzve beem bighly eounnendrd. .

George Tlolines clainued o @ eolluleral deseent ™ from Bir Hobert
Haolmes, Charles the Second’s husranrering admiral, whom Huae
termiz * the eumed beginner of two Dateh wars” and to helonge
too s bravch of the fanily of the Boreos Holmes, of Kilmallock;
in the peerage of Ireland, whoso tivle bocame extinet in 150
Bt ar Napolean, when offered a pedigree tracing his desecot
fromm one of the prinecly families of Halv, proudly exclusmed,
—% fab ! T date my pateot of wolality from Montenolbe,”™ the
seepe of his [t victoey us commender of an ermy ; 50 may the
Holmeses and {he Emras salely groond their cloims 16 the respeet
of thetr fellow-ercaturcs va their own eonteibutions to the civili-
sation of the nipgteenth ceatury, thoueh the estates of their
apcegtors would T very valuukle possesgions,

Gearge Holmes was the mdienate friend of Iied, Danhy, and
Baplis {the wrl-eritic of Sheboond's Wagesing) 5 was one of the
leaders of the oll Sclhoal of Wato-colour Paiaters; and, in zon-
jumetion with J. 1. Hnrding, hrooght out Brhography a3 applied
o frec-heml drawine, ITe died io Canado, about the vear LESE,
whither e had emgizrnled some fow vears helore,

mugh were the father awd patarnal grapdfather of our nuthor.
Lt s now hriefly glance ot his mother, oo '



