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CONFERENCE OF LIBRARIANS.
MONTREAL, CANADA,

Juwe y-12, 1900.

TEN YEARS OF AMERICAN LIBRARY FROGRESS:

ADDRESS OF

THE TRESIDENT.

By Reveen GoLn THwAITES, Seerctary and Superintendens of the State Historvical Society
of HWiseomsin,

AT the close of a century, all of vs become,
- ina measare, historians. Insdnctively,
the thoughtful man of affairs pauses upon the
brink of the hundred years to review the status
of his calling and its share in the progress of
civilization, drawing from the past lessons
either of warning or of inspiradon. This is
the key-note of the professional conferences of
the present year, We lbrarians would surely
be deemed eccentric were we not to take some
sceount of ourselves on this occasion. Forthe
sake of the historical record, and following the
fashion of the year, 1 therefore devote my
prescribed forty minutes toa consideration of
library progress In America — not, indeed, to
the progress of a century, for that would lead
us very far afield, but to the progress of the
past ten years, which is quite within the ken of
the youngest of our number,

Scientists are fond of telling us chat the
science of to-day is not the scieace of ten years
ago ——another way ol saying that the science
of to-day 1s the science of all the past, expand.
ed by the growth of i1slasi decade, Itisequally
truc that the American public librarianship of
to-day is the librarianship of t8go, carrected by
berter methods, plus the broadened possibilites
developed in the busy decennial pericd which
has passed since this  Assoclation met at
Fabyan's.

I think we will agree thar public librarles
were being, as a rule, most excellently con-
ducted in America, previous to 18g0. To assert
otherwise wonld be swlifying the record of
most of us. Nevertheless, in reviewing the
progress of the remarkable decade now near-
ing its close, we can but be surprised at the
many striking featvores of present-day librari-
anship which have either kad thelr inception
or been chicfly developed within these ten

years. State library commissions, inter-state,
state, and district nsseciations; library training
schools; teavelllng and branch libraries; ravel-
ling pictwres; library advertising: children's
roams; rooms for the blind; access to shelves;
vo-operation with teachers; co-operative cata-
Toging; inter-llbrary loans and exchanges; the
general erection of superb library buildings;
phenomenal gifts from philanthropists of li-
beary buildings and endowments; compulsory
library legislation; improved methods of bind-
ing and issning public documents — all of these,
which to-day #o0 largely engross the atiention
of American librarans, in their conventions
and professional journals, are practically the
cutgrowth of this brief period. For the most
part, they are effores towards popularizing the
libeary; and this (s clearly the especial charac-
teristic of our recent professional growth.

It was in 15go that Massachusetts organ-
fzed the first siate library commission. There
are now 15 suach commissions in the United
States, New Jersey and lowa being the
last to enter the feld.* Differlng materially
in composition and in methods, according to
varying loral conditions and standards, their
common aim is to inspire commonities with a
desite for libcary service, to foster zeéal inm li-
brary work, to aid by advice and example, to
unify methods, and to act as an agency for the
application of peblic spirit and private bounty
in the direction of library interests. The re-
sults have not been uniformly successful in all

*Spaee library commissions were formed as foltows:
Minnesota ...
New Hamps!
New Jersey.
Now York ',
Ohis, ooy
Pennsylvanis

Vermont,
Wisconsin

i
Michigan . oaiien
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the states; for, ke most lbrary work, our
commissions are still in the experimental stage,
But in general it may be said that they have, in
their brief service, dane much gaood work, and
methods are being betered by experience,

Although the American Library Assoriation
was established in 1876, it was 14 years before
a state association was formed — New York
setting the example in July, 16gn. There are
now 20 stale associations.® Within the past
three years. in some of the commonwealths
which are territarially large, it has been found
that sectional organizations are useful as feed-
ers to the state conference, just as che state
conferences are feeders to this international
body; and inter-state meetings, like the one
recently held in Washington, are growing in
favor. City clubs have not been uniformly
successful; they doubtless will never prosper
where one library largely dominates all others;
in a community where there are several li-
braries with strong individual characteristics, a
club in which the soclal feature is moade as
prominent as the technical will surely win a
place for itself, Over-organization is often
decried by some of our conservative crafis.
men; but the fact that $0 many subsidiary con-
ferences are successfully conducted, argues
that there is need for them in a country where
distances are vast and local interests varied.
Where not needed, such assoclations will soon
wither, and thus over-organization cures {self,
In organization lies power; from the commun-
jon of kindred spirits are born better things
— & wider outlook, kindlier views, more catho-
lic sympathies.

The pioneer library training school was
founded at Columbia University in 1837, It
became the New York Seate Library School
upon ita removal to Albany, (o 186g; but it was

'}ulwwmu are dates of extablishment of state assacia-
l'nllforma Ilnrm-:ﬂ}r Cene
Cal) .. 1865

rol Michigan. Tt
Colorade Mlnnlfmta , ,fag;
Connecticout Mehraska, T
Georgia. Mew H:Lmrumrg Nt
11kinoa: MNew _'Ienq- 1By
Indiana \:w York . v nEgn
Towa. ... O, Lol
Kansas . Prnn:sluma o b
Maine, " 3 | Vermont.... corBig
Mamhuuus Wisconsn .., ..... . ...1830

Rhosde Island}
Sectional agsociations 'u.:nrrheen Tormed as follows:
Central California thecame Cal, in cigh).
uthern Catifornia............ =
I!n)' Path {Massachuselis), ,
Western Massachusenis,
Western Pennsylvania. .
Faz Hiver Valley (W |mmm]
North Wisconsin itravelling libracies),

the following year before the school tock npon
ftsell the aspect which it wears te-day. Within
the present decade have also been established
other excellent schools at Pratt and Drexel
institutes, and at the University of Illinois.4
As with the training schools of all professions,
they encounter more or less adverse criticism,
from those wedded 1o older methods; bur 1
think that our schoals have fairly won the com-
mendation of a large majosity of our member-
ship, and their continual improvement is evi-
tent, The Acst sammer school for librarians,
who are too bosy o go ta the large schools,
was opened n 1Bgr, at Amherst College; and
now, similar courses are offered in New York,
Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, with
an annually-inereasing interestand attendance,
In these days, librarians are not content with
possessing #eal and energy — they demand
speeial training, under well-equipped teachers;
this they obtain most readily from the library
schools, which are well supplemented by our
two admirably edited journals.§ serving as
Iree parliaments far the craft.

1n some respects, pechaps, the most hopefnl
of all forms of recent library popularization is
the travelling library. New Vork first teied the
experiment |n Febroary, 18g3. To.day, itisa
poblic institution, carrying on its mission in
every state in the Union save Mississippi, Ar-
kansas, and Oregon; neither does it exist in
Alaska, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Indian
Territories. In Canada it is thos far only
known ta British Columbia. |

Perhaps nowhere on earth i85 human exisi-
ence more hopelessthan inthe nomerous mnll.

meimng clagses were started at Pratt m gbgo, hm
1bere were no entrance -:nmmatlnmunlll nng
fGirsr class al Drexel was formed io « 3|-|.h|‘:.|:f
school a1 Armnurinst!mle.(bh“p mp c'pcned in
September, iy, and removed to the University of
Ilinels in Septomber, 18g7.

5 The L:#rar!! Sreurnal was first issued in Seplember,
iyt Pwdiie Lifraricain May, 18p6

| Fallowing are the dates of che establishment of the
various szl:ema of travelllng libraries in the United
States and Canadac

Arizona

Califormia.

Colorado... . Nehraska ..
Conoscticul, New Jersey
ﬂeurldn..

New York, .,
Ol e,
Pennsylvania, .
Tennessee ..

Keopucky. %
Louisiana, 'i. irginia,

aine, Washingion
Marylaod ... Wisconsin .
Massachuselin

w g, ..
Michigan ., eoieeooee Brm‘f.%lumbia... .
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often decaying, hamlets of the United States,
which are fsolated from the strenuous life of
more prosperons commaunities. The mental
horizon of the majority of the people In such a
village is narraw, their lives aimless, thelr as-
pirations dwarfed. Even tothe boy in the city
slums, few more incentives are offered, to low
thiokiog and to actual vice; for in the city, are
at least enough other lads (rom wham to pick
his company, whereas at the eross-roads the
vicions and the good are necessarily thrown
intimate'y together, with the gossip of the
postoffice, the hotel-saloon, and the rallway sta-
tion as their sole mentafstimulus, The advent
of a good travelling? ibrary into sucha com-
munity, is a Godsend, bringing hope, inspira-
tion, loftier ideals of life. Nothing more =n-
couraging inmodern reforms has heen witnessed
than the marked change already wrooght by
this single and comparatively inexpensive
agency, in scores of wretched villages which
hitherto had been dead spots in our American
civilization,

The missionary of the travelling library sys-
tem meets, in the more rural districts, some-
what different conditions. Here, the farm-
steads are widely separated, The bay, busied
with his round of "chores," and dealing at first
hand with nature, has more with which to oc-
cupy his mind than has the somewhat pampered
youth of the ''corners,” and is consequently
less inclined to vice, But the adult rustic too
often comes to find his toll a dreary task, and
wastes his hours at the village, under pretense
of trading; while his women-folk, with less re-
laxation, benat to their burden of cookery, chick-
ens, and churning, grow haggard before their
aflotted time, and in their social isclation fur-
nish an wndue proportion of inmat:s of bra‘n
hospltals.

It was a blessed thought, worthy of the Jast
decade of our remarkable century, to carry 1o
these unfortunate people the blessing of good
books. When the heralds of this new gospel
first went forth into the clearings of northwest
Wisconsin, in the month of May, 18gh, it was
found that the need was greater than had been
realized. Diwellers in cities; daily sorfeited
with reading matter of every description, find
it difficult to comprebend the conditions which
prevail in regions where a stray copy of 2 mag-
azine, several years old, is worn to shreds in
the passing about from asighbor 1o neighbor;
where illustrated journals are seldom if ever

seen; and the books which “'everybody is talk-
Ing about™ are 28 unknown as the Koran or the
Mahabharata. Travelling libraries and travel-
ling plctures have now revolutionized the life
and thought of hundreds of such communitics
on the hills, amid the forests, and on the prai-
ries, from one end t the other of our land.
The contemplaticn of philanthrophy ke this
leads one to think mare confidently of man's
humanity to man.

At almaost any large Amerlcan clty library of |
the preseniday, the work of popularizing books
is seen in ity hlighest development. Public
tagie is met more than half-way; it is aronsed,
cultivated, fed. The clientele of the library
bas come to be as varied as the lives of the
perople=—old and yoong, grave and gay, from
the boy of the slums to the president of the eal-
lege. Advertising its attractions in the botels,
the street-car, and the newspapers, publishing
reading lists for special occadlons, posting pros-
pectuses, and attractively displaying its new
booka, the large public library is everywhere
golng out to the people, nrging them to come,
to gee; to enjoy.

Much af this energy in populacization iz the
product of the decennial period now drawing toa
close; some of its most interesting features have
butlately sprung from the brains of those streng-
eos ' misslonaries of thebook " whoaremembers
of the American Library Assoclation. Promi-
neat ameng recent innovations are distinct col-
lections and reading-rooms for children and for
the blind, A desire to strengthen the common-
wealth, by edecating fts future citizens, is at
the bottom of our cemmaon schoal system, and
sentiments of both humanity and self-interest
induce us to establish special schools for the
defective classes. In our day the library has
come Lo be recognized as noless imporiant than
the schoolhonse in the system of popular edu-
cation; like the schoel, it bas at last become a
democratic [netitution, in which the needs of
every class of the people must be regarded.

The city branch library was pot born of this
decaie, but it bas herein reached lts highest
development. “Theideaof utilizing as branches
the schaale, haszpitals, engine-houses, police-
etations, and even shaps and private houvses, is
distinctly novel | so, alsa, the thought of intro-
ducing neighborhood eluba, familiar tathe npon
books, art exhibits, and the loan of sefentific
collections, as features of branch library work.
The spiril acluating these well-meaning efforts
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for the betterment of the people is that which
gives life to missions, social settlements, and
child-saviog, municipal improvement, and good
cltizenship clubs, The problems are those
which also confront the settlement workers.
The books must be pushed. but diplomacy is
necessary., Once, at Hull House, in Chicago.
anatlempt was being wade to introduce hygienic
principles into the cookery of the neighborhond.
A phor wWoman at lagt came, inutter despair, (o
remonstrate to Mise Addams, " 1dont want,”
she cried between her sobs, "o have to eal
hyp'enes; I'd rother eat what 1'd ruthes!" Not
only the librarian who works in the slums, bot
she who is trying to reform the reading of a vil-
lage, musi, 1o be successful, see to it that the
" hyg'enes” are not only worthy bmt accept-
able.

Perhaps in none other of itz manifold activi-
ties has the American public library heen so
successful, within the ten years just past,
ag In fts co.operation with the schools, This
work was commenced at Worcester, Massa-
chusetrs, about twenty-five years ago, and was
soon successfully adopted In a few other citles;
but it is only within the past few year= that it
has come to be genetally recognized as a nec.
essary department of library administration.
With its widened application, naturally have
come important improvements and amplifica-
tlong; so that It is fale to claim that the methods
of to.day are to all intents and purposes the
product of this remarkakle decade, The publc
libratian who would best serve the schools,
visits them and gains the friendship and confi-
dence of the teachers. She javites the teachers
to hold meetings in the library, wherein the
resources of the collection are examined, the
indexes anil books of reference explained and
discussed, and the fortheoming term's work
outlined; theteachers, on their part, informing
the librarian in advance as to the lines of work
along which they purpose to coonduct their
classes, The teachers occasionally bring thelr
clasges to the library, and the simpler methods
of consultation are exemplified, so that the
child should, by the time he entecs the high
school, understand how 1o consult many of the
ordinary sources of reference,

Baoxes of books for instruction and entertain-
ment, selected by the teachers, are sent to the
schonls — sometimes classified by grades ; and
travelling school Ubraries, to assist {o certain
courses of study, are oot wncommon,  Add to

this, the posting {n the schools of bulleting and
classified lists, the children's room at the li-
brary, the speclal card catalog of children’s lit-
erature, and the organization among pupils of
“library leagues,'—whose members are pled ged
te read certaln speclfied books, and to teeat all
books as if Lhey were personal friends,—and
we have a community of interests between
sthool and library, which can but make for a
higher [ntelligence in the genecation which is
to succeed us. The teachers themselves, bur-
dened with oflen excessive cursicula, and with
the ever-increasing machinery of school admin-
istration, undoubtedly ware, as a profession,
slow to recognize the practical weility of the
Hhrary in 1heir work ; and, even after the re-
cognition became [nevitable. there were many
who looked askance at this new laber making
device. But the relationshly between these
two great factars in pablic education is &t last
firmly established, and has come to stay., It
was {n recognition of this relationship thay New
Hampshire, In 1895, placed both schools and
libraries upon the same plane before the law,
by making the establishment and maintenance
of libraries compulsery,

In 186, the Wisconsin State Teachers' Asso-
clation first arganized a library section; and,
the following year, the National Educational
Apsociation appointed a committee upon *' the
relations of public Hbracies to public schools,”
with instructions to propose **methods of co-
operation by which the wsefulness of both may
be increased.” The inguiry inaugurzted by
this committee has been continued as a perma-
nent feature of 1he work of the National Coun-
¢il of Education®

Another interesting development of library
work, peculiar to this decade, is the relation-
ship between the library and the women's atudy
clubs, Our land is 81l relatively new; Amer-
ican men are yet busy laying the foundations
for family {ortunes ; many of their sons or
grandsons will be men of cultivated leisure,
men with time and inclination for carrying seri-
ous studies into adult life, Meanwhile, the
lamp of self-culture is, for the most part, being
borpe alaft by our warnen. To meet their mul-
titudinous and omnivorons demands Tor infor-
mation, the librurian is hard pushed; that he
rencrally succeeds, speaks well for his re-
soutcefulness and diplomacy. In many large

* See the excellent Report of the committee, dated May
a1, wlgn. (Uhicegor University Pregs, 189,  Pp. 82}
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city libraries, the schools and the study clubs

together absorb a large share of the time and
energies of the reference staff. A few years
agoe, university extension centers wers the
chief patrons of the reference room ; but exten-
sion lecturing has passed it prime —the
woman's club appears to have largely taken
its place. What will spcceed the club, none
can foretell ; we may be well assured, however,
that the tactful librarian w1l be ready to greet
and to satisfy the new comer,

Freedom of access 1o shelves is a distinedy
recent innovation. A few large and many
small ity libraries now grant practicatly com-
plete access, reserving only rare and rosily
baoks. Others give partinl sccess—for in-
stance, in the children's room, the depariment
of popular fiction, and the reference-root ;
many such would be willing to allow full me-
cess, were their rooms soited for the purpase ;
while a considerable proportion of the newest
buildings, especially in small cities, have been
designed with this end in view. It geems
highly probable thae, long before the close of
another decade, open shelves will he che rule,
not the exception.

Inter-library loans, especially hetween refer-
ence librarfes, are now more frequent than ever
before. Boards of trustees are gradually
amending their rules, sa as to permit their Ii-
brarians, within certain ebrious limltations. to
both lend and borrow from sister Institutlons,
Distances with us are so enormous, that the in-
vestigator cannot readily pass from one center
of research to another; by overcoming in some
measire thisbarrier to free intercourse, a bless-
ing is conferred upon Amerlcan acholarship.

Popular attentlon has been so strangly at-
tracted by the evolution of the library as a
municipal institution, condueted upon the moat
advanced principles in an age of audacious ex-
periment, that many are apt to lose sight of the
fact that the oldest type of Hbrary, that of the
college and thelearned society, has in America,
at least, not remained stagnant amld the gen-
eral advancement. Helrs of the old monasic
institutions and the gullds of scholars, these
hodies generally admintster thelr libraries with
cautious conservatlem. Yet we find the hest of
them quite abreast of the age, growlag rapidly
in size, energy, and eficlency ; and, while not
easily affected by fads. willing to aceept im-
provements, and to conduct experimenis for
the benefit of the craft.

It is quite within the present decade that our
finest American library buildings have been
erected, The Library of Congress heads the 1st
with a structure costing §6,300,000, the largest
and most heautiful of its clags in the world. The
building which houses the Boston Public cost
$2, 900,000, and easily leads in sire and come-
liness the city Bbraries of the country. The
new and stately home of the Chicago Public
cost $2.000,000 ; that of Columbia University,
£1, 200,000 | of Princeton University, $65o.000 ;
of the Milwankee Pablic and of the Wisconsin
Historical Society, about $600,000 each; and
Newberey Library, Chicago, $goo,000,  Tn addi-
tion to these, libraries costing from $roo,000 to
$200,000 each have, within the decade, been
built in considerable numbers throughout the
United States; and buildings averaging 50,000
each, have become falrly namerous.

Many of these structures are the produocts of
private bounty, In endowments and in gifts
for books, also, our Amerlean libraries have
been liberally treated within the past ten years.
Unfortanately, accurate statisties have not
been kept | but, 5o far as is shown by the in-
complete reports made to this Association and
to the Library Jeuraa/, it appears that since
1890 the vast sum of approximately $24 coo.000
has been bestowed npon American libraries for
buildings, books, and maintenance. As this
enmputation omits the many individual gins
which fell below Brooo each. it is fair to assume
that the total, as here glven, falls 10 per cent
below the actual figures. These private benefi-
cences, together with correspandingly gen-
erous expenditures of public money within the
same period, aggregate a sum probably larger
than the entire previous expenditure for libra-
ries in the history of the United States.

In what has thus far been said relative to
American library progressin the closing decade
of the ninetesnth centory, account has only
been taken of the library in its relation to the
penple. Mo less remarkable has been the de-
velopment of profeasional methods, the evi-
denre af which is less obyious to the pablic, al-
thongh the results make ina high degree for
the sconomy and efficiency of our service In its
behalf,

Prominent in this department of growth has
heen the recent marvellous development of me-
chanical congrivances, with which American
librarles of the most modern type are now well
equipped, "Mention might also be made of rad-



