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“Hurely even these who affect the grentest contempr for
Heradiry will admic thae if Arms are to be horne at all, i
albould bo sceording 1o the laws ol Arme —PLanch,
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FREFACE

NOWADAYS it {s the fashion to proclaim oneself to
be democratic. That s unfortunate, and, more-
over, it is a plece of hypocrisy. For in very truth
there are but few of those of gentle birth who
are really eithet democratic ot aocialistic in their
ideas, ot rathcr in that innermost private sct of
ideas which they keep for their own  cspecial
comfort, Those who are not of gentle birth
need not tronbie themselves to wse arms and
CTEELS,

Years ago a writer penned these lines ; ' There
iz no subject more difficult to be dwelt on than
that of honourable descent | none on which the
world are greater sceptics, none more offensive to
them ; and yet there i3 no quality to which every
one in his heart pays so gredt a respect’

As time goes on this dogmatic statement re-
mains abselutely correct ; it might almost be said
that the two concluding phrases really gain in
weight and accuracy, day by day, the more that



