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PREFTACE.

Tee imporfance of culiiveting what hes been
termed ‘' The Higher Religions Life,” is acknow-
ledged by many who have no real desire to enter
seriously on the taslk. At & time when infidels
boldly affirm that ¢ there is not a man or & woman
in the whole of Londen whose practice sccords with
a beliaf in the threats and promises of the Chris-
tian religion," it ought, assuredly, to be the earnest
endeavour of all true disciples of the Baviour fo
“Jot their light so shine bafore men that they may
sea their good works, and glorify their Father who
ia in heaven.” It has often been said that the
most cogent arguments in favour of our religion
are to be drawn from the holy and conzistent lives
of its profossors. If the elevated emdd memwgess
piety for which some of the servanks of God neve
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been distinguished were generally prevalent
amongst us, its inﬁulanne, we have reasonm to
believe, would soon become distinetly peresptible,
and the Church would assume an aspect which has
not been witnessed since the apostolic age. But
it is only in isolated instances that piety of a trans-
cendent character is to be found, The doctrine of
Christian Perfection, in its legitimate import, is not
sufficiantly nnderstood ; and the plainest texts, in
which it ie emunciated and enforced, are either
overlocked or miminterpreted. Bi. Paul did not
gonceive that justifieation by faith was the whole
of religion; on the contrary, in every epistls which
he wrote he manifests the utmost anxiefy that his
brethren should aim af universal holiness, and
“stand complete in all the will of God." It is
evident that the apostle sssigns to the Gospel a far
wider range of influence, and a greater diversity of
objects, than it ia generally supposed to reach.
“"And thia T pray, that your love may sbound yei
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment ;
that ye may approve things that are excellent ;
that ya may be sincere and without offance till the
dey of Christ; being fillad with the fruits of ¥ight-



v

eonsness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory.
and praise of God,"—({Fhilippians i, 9-11.) Other
toxts, though not so full or comprehensive, tench,
by implication, the same trizth. The path of the
just is compared to the morning light, which
shineth more and more unto the perfoct day. Bt.
John, in his firet epistle, sddresses himself to thoss
whom he styles little childrem, young men, and
fathera; and, according to cur Lord’s reprosenta-
fion, ““there is fivet the blade, then the ear, after
that the full corn in the ear.” Important, then, as
maturity in grace should ever be regarded, we are
still to bear in mind that troe faith, though weak
and defective, ‘‘is in the sight of (Fod of great
price.” There was much imperfection at firat in
our Lord’s own disciples. For a long time they
entortained dreams of esrthly grandeur and tem-
poral power; and, though they followed Him as
the promised Messinh, yet fheyr disputed among
themselves which of them should be the groatest
in His kingdom. ‘Tt waa not till after His Arcon-
gion, and the descent of the Holy Ghost, that their
faith appeared to real advanbage, end sewomed w
powor which it had not possessed ‘pefore. ILOm =
42
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great enconrsgement to us that we are able thus to
trace the course of the apostles from firet to last, to
mark their progress and growth in grace. If we
had not been made sequainted with their first stops,
their epiritual youth as it might be called, we might
at onece be disheartenad by the contemplation of
characters o much beyond us—of excellence which
might seem unapproacheble. But when we waich
them from stage to stagn, we lomrn that there are
degrees of grace, and that the apostles themselves
had their beginning which was not without its
wealmesses and imperfoctions.”™® Many, however,
there are who rest in Christian doctrines without
aspiring after Christian aftainments. Not that the
Gospel hes, in iteelf, any tendency to create such
characters; but the corrupfion of men's hoarts will
take occasion, from some of ita doctrines, to foster
sentiments which are opposed to its very nature.

A worldly and inconsistent profession of religion
has ever been the bane of the Church, and its
direct tendency is to confirm the infidel in his un-
belief. ““(ne great motive for Christians aiming
af the utmost perfection attainable,” as an exoellent
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writer observes, “is, that nothing short of this is
intelligible fo the world. Till the Christian char-
acter is completed, none but an enlightsned eye
«in underatand its meaning or its excellence. It is
8 in many works of art and mechanical slkill.
Howevar promising the preparations, or admirable
the materiala may be, yot till the work i finished,
the uninstructed can see ne use or beauty in it
In painting, in sculpture, in the construction of any
complicated machine, no one can discern the skill
of the artist, or the mechanician, at the commenee-
ment, or during the progresa of the work, but he
who is himaelf @ proficient in the art. DBut when
the machine is put together, or when the lest fin-
ihing touch is given to the picture or the statue,
then all cam, in some degres, recognise a master's
hand. ‘Thus it is with the Christian character.
None but the initinted can discern the grace that
is in operation while the siruggling penitent
laments his miser{es, and groans under the losd
which presses down hia soul. These may he work-
ing out hia fall redemption; but these rude
materinls, and sarly promises of a ‘netherils, ww
wholly lost upon the world. They know noduong



