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ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

INTRODUCTION.

1, Langnape is the expression of thought by means of
spoken or written words.

2. Grammar is the science that treats of the principles

of language.

Bome principles are common to all languages, and these princi-
ples form the acience of general gremmar; but as the several
languages differ widely, It is necesaury to have s special gram-
mar for each, Hence French grammar, (Ferman grammar, Eng-
Iiak grammar, ete,

3, English grammar is the science that I:reﬂ.ta of the
principles of the Enghah language.

Its wse, or end, is to teach the art of speaking and writing
the English language correctly.

, Explaine the etructore
g { of the language
Lays down rules for its
correct mee

s- =THEORTY.

Aa an art i } =FRACTICE,
4, Words and Bentences, — Language consists of words
arranged in senfences.

L A word is a significant sound or combination of sounds, It
may ba represented by a written character or combination of
characters,

A



b ENGLISH GRAMMAR,

IL. A sontence I & combination of worde expressing s complats
thought, and convering sn atsertion, s question, & command,
or & wish: as, (1) Ho comea, (2 Doea he come? (3) Let him
come,  {4) O that he would come !

5. Divigions of Grammar. — Language is composed of
senfences, and sentences are made up of words : hence arise
the two principal divisions of English grammar: namely,
etymology—treating of words by themselves; and eyntaz—
treating of words combined in sentences.

NOTES.

L The common division of English grammar has Leen into four

parts — orthography, efymology, syweber, and prosody, the offices of which
. are usually thus defined:

Orthography treats of letters, syllables, seporate words, and spelling.

Etymology treats of the differsat parts of specch, with their derivation
and modifications,

Byntux trcats of the relation, arreement, government, and arrengement
of words in eentenees,

Prosody trepta of punetuation, ntberance, Bgores, nod verslfication.

IL A strict #nalysis of langnage-study considerably narrows the
scope of grammar, by assigping ta more appropriste places several of
the kinds of knowledga vaghely ineluded in grammatical sclence,

Thus orthegraphy (togebher with “ utterance,” i. e. orthoepy) forms the
pzbject-matter of special manuvals of spelling, nnd is to be learned from
these and from the dictionary. Prosedy 18 8 branch of rhetoric, or
English compogition. The derivation of woerds (historical etymology)
does not properly belong to grammar, but is to be stodied in text-
books of etymology, or word-analysls,

ITL Tt thus appears that grammar, in e strict sense, is limited to
two departments of language-stndy; namely, grammatioal etymology,
or accidence, and syntes—the former freating of the classification and
grammatical forms of words, the latter treating of the principles and
usapres relating to the combination of worda in speech.




SECTION 1.
ETYMOLOGY.

CHAPTER L

CLASBIFICATION AND FORMS.

6. Definition.—Etymology is that division of grammar
which treats of the classification and grammatical forma
of words. (Bee § 9.)

7. Parta of Bpeech.—Woids are arranged in classes ac-
cording to their use in sentences; aud these clasees, eight
in number, are called the parts of speech. (“Bpeech”=
language.)

8. The parts of speech are—

1

1. Noun ‘5. Adverh,

2. Pronoun. “6. Prepoaition.
8. Adjective. 7. Conjunction.
i, Verb, 8, Interjection.

9. A grammatical form is a mode of denoting some
property belonging to a part of speech.

Thue aumgler, o mode of denoting one or more than one is a
grammatical form of the noun, (Bwk—Jeels) Tenss, 8 mode
of denoting time iz & prammatical form of the verb. (| Walb—
welked.) Comparison, s modo of denoting degrees of a quality,
is & grammatical form of the adjective, {ZLong—ionger.)

¥ P X

e *
.
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10, The grammatical forms*of the parts of speech are as

follows

1. Nomber—a property of notns, prononns, and verba,
3. Gemdesr—a property of noons and pronottns.

8. Case—a property of noune and pronouns,

4. Person—a property of nouns, pronouns, and verba,
5. Volee—a property of verbs,

8. Mood—a property of verba.

%. Tense—a property of verba.

8. Comparlson—a property of adjectives and adverba.

11, A grammatical form is varionsly denoted : namely—

1. By inflection, or a chango in the ending of & word,

Thus, in deys, 8 is an inflection or suffix to denote the grammatical
form number. Bo ol in walked in an inflection to denote the
grammatical form tense; mnd er in dnger s so inflection to
denote the prammatical form somparison.

An dnflacted word i one that has, or mey bave, s grammatical suffiz *

2. By radical change; that is, by the change of & vowel in the
root word it as, man, men ; torile, werota.

8. By an anxiliary term; that is, by the use of a separate help-
ing word joined with the word to be modified in meaning: as
#hail in #1 shall Tove,” to denote the fature tense ; more in “ more
fortunate,” to dencte the comparstive degree.

4, By grammatieal relstlon; that is by o special use of a word
in agentence, This frequently determines the grammatical form
of & word when there ia no visible indication of its form,

Thus “boy” in “The boy fiee hie kita™ is in what is called the
nominativs cope, bocauge it is the subject of the verh “fliea ;"
whereas in ' The dog bit the boy™ it Is in the objectics case, be-
canse it is the object of the werb Y Lit."

® & grammafical nyfle is to be dirtinguished from an ordinary soflz; thet

is, & letter or syllable added to the termination of & word to form & derdvaiive
word, as ful in belpful, & jo teacher. The frmer merely chenges the meaning
of the word & Little; the latter makes an entirely new word,

t The “root,™ or “root woud," 18 the primitive word—the word In ita #im-

plest form, before any change in 1t has been mode: thos men, as contrasted
with reen, I8 & root wond,



