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REPORT.

o the Homorabls the Legislaturs of the Slats of New ¥ork:
The Regents of the Univarsity; as Triistees of the Btate Library,
respeatfully submmit their Sizty-fourth Annual Report. -~

The general growth and presperity of the libvary have continued

unintermptedly during tho paet year. TIncromsing embarrrssment
has been felt in finding space in the present quarters for the proper
display or even digpesal of the hooks and pamphlets of the library,
Bome immediate ralief is sbeolutely necessary, which for the present
may best be afforded by a room for storage of dopleates and un-
classified library material, ‘This, it is hoped, may be ohtained in
the new capitol, so that when the permanent halls for the library
#hall be eompleted, the transfer thither may be easy. The policy of
meking the general library more distinvtively, but by no means ex-
clugively, a library of Ameriean history, hes been purened carefull

during tha Eaat year. Care is taken to gather np the material whic

may furnieh the originl sonrees of history in the foture.  Alllocal
histories and biographies sud genealogies whieh may supply facta

for the futnre historian, are, ae far as poesible, secured. -An exfen-

sivo systemn of oxchanges for obtuifiing such materts] is carried on
both in this eountry and in Eurcpe.

. The subject-index, catalogue of the general library, which has been
in course of proparation for a number of years, ia essentially com-
plete and is now in covrse of being printed. Tte completion and
publication will aid greatly in the ready and effective nse of the
books in this eollection.

The law library is enriched sach year by the addition of all im-
portant reports and by the documents and session laws of nearly
every state in the Unlon. Its use by the courts of the state and
the lawyers and legielators in the performanes of their duties has
been grester during the past year than at any preceding period.
For important information s to thie depariment of the Eimry
referenca 18 made to the statement the librarian in chargu, The
work on the subject-index for this library is in progress, but
will require a considerable tirne for its proper completion. It is
helieve 'IJE the trustees that this will be, aEPeuia]lf to the members
of the 195;51“111’6, of great service in facilitating inguiry into the
various subjects which require investigation in legislation.

The secsesions and present condition of the library are shown in
the following statement : -
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At the close of the year 1880, the volumes contained in

the general library were as followa............... cvrsan B 708
Inthe law Ybrary...........o coiciiiiiiiiiieno, . 88,809
114,018
During the year 1881, there were added : '
Tothegeneral ibrary. . .o.ovuiiiiiiivisninniiiinaan, L1
To the law Hhrary. ooy vuimmsnrvmsasesseers sevaon s 917
" 9,688
At the close of the year 1881 :
In the %eneral library............ A R — 83,474
In'shedaw Mbrmrey o ois s i i S eeae. 83,226
116,700
Of the additione made to the library there were :
Aequired by purchase.. .. .. Ve R AR S 1,278
Acquired by donation or exchange. . .........00iiiuin 1,410
Total.......... R ks WeER

Ths legielature of 1881 snthorized the trustees of the library to
rocure the arranging and indexing of the Clinton papera and other
istorical papers in the library. They were fortunate in being able

to appoint for this interceting and important work a gentlaman who
by leamin%l, exgm’ienoe and family traditions, {s espesially qualified
for the tagk. George W. Clinton, the son of the second Governor
Olinton and & grand-nephew of the first, has entered npon the work
of stodying and srranging these papers with patriotic as well as .
filial zeal. The report of his progrese and of the scope and pros-
pects of the work is appended to this report, There are twenty-
threa volumes of the Clinton papers. Jllﬁigs Clinton has under-
taken as a first step of his work te go over these volumes and make
entry of every name and important fact for the pnrposes of a Een-
aral index. Inthis preliminary task he has gone over eight of these
volumes. Besides the index which he thus hss under way, he pro-
posed to make extended annotations from other sources explanatory
of the facts referred to more or less cbscurely in the text. This
carefnl and intelligent study of these original docnments eannot fail
to throw an important light on many of the events in the early his-
tory of the state. .

y chapter 120 of the Laws of 1881, certain enumerated docu-
ments in the custody of the Secretary of State and of the Comp-
troller, are transferred to the charge of the frustees of the State
Library. The legielature not baving made provision for the expense
of the transfer and the care of these documents they have been
suffered to remain up to the present in sharge of the former officers,




