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PREFACE.

The beoks which are catalogued In this little velome have been
brought together during the past four years. On entering vpen the
duties of Superintendent of Public SBchools in Philadelphia, 1 felt that
it would be o great advantage to have ui command the best anthorities
on the history, sclence and art of edueation. Questions would be sure
to ayvise in connection with the work of organizing the supervision of
the schools which would render such a collectlon of books & great
convenlence (o those Immediately connectad with the Soperintendent's
Office, to the teachers, and to other persons interested in the pablic
school system of the eity. The Uberality of the Beard of Pablie
Edueation hae ennbled me to carry osut this purpose, and while the
respurces At command have been limited, the library has grown to
auch proportions as to render the printing of o eatalogue a necesaity.

The field of pedagogical liteature is a0 extenslve ihat It has mot
been possible to do more than make a selectlon of books adapted to
the Immedinte needs of the department, while laying & broad foonda-
tion for future sdditions, What was requlred was n good working
pedagogical Jibrary, and It 1a beligved that ihe aelectlon made fornlehes
the essentials for & pretty thorough study of the history and theory of
education in the past, as well a8 ample materiala for dealing with the
Hving questions of our own time,

The paucity of German books will be noticed by every one having
the slightest acquaintancs with the riehness of that langeage in pada-
gogieal works. The gemeral utility of the library must be urged as an
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explanation of this deficlency. Besides, many of the writings of the
great German educsiors are now accessible to the English reader, and
the resnlts of German thought and experience are speedily set before
18 in the fortn of teanslations and in original works upon the education
of that eountry,

No apology, It js presumed, f# needed for what may seem an undue
preference for the Frenoh writers on edocation.  ‘The sirlking progress
recently made in public edocation by onr slster Enropedn republic has
attracted marked atbention all over the world, This advance lias been
mocompanied by an awakening among her Jeading pabliicists and
educators, that has borne fruft ina goodly sy of worka relating to-
education in both fts theoretical and proctical aspects, and possessing
all those qualities so charscteristic of the French mind inevery depart-
ment of Hterary effort, While the French, like all the rest of the
world, have been barrowers in edusation from the Germans, it must
be admitted that of late years they have been producing books of great
pedagogical valua, Thess are gquite Tully represented in this library,
and it is believed, are not one of it jeast heportant featores.

To increass the usefulness of the cataloges, a sslection of refer-
ences to the more recent and important articles in the leading perlodi=
cals has been added, Some of the beat pedagogioal literature of the
dey appears in thia form ; and 1§ weas thought that the references Lo
thesa soumrces of informatlon, so ensy of aceess in poblic Mbrarles,
wonld prove a convenlenos to peraons consulting the eatalogue for
guidance or suggastlons on special toples. Oecastonal hitliographical
nobes hava heen Inserbed for the same reason. I ay be parmitted to
atate with regard to both of these features that no attempt at com-
pletenass has been made, They might have hesn greatly extended ;
bat I have confined myself to making selections from my own note-
books and the memorands of my current rending. ‘The object has
been tocall attention fo such articles and books as are of special valoe,
or are interesting on account of their bearlng wpon new and pressing
educational guestions.
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It will be understood that the Looks Inm History, Sclemea,
Loanguege and Liternture are werely an incidental featore of ther
library, The selection in Uniled States History might Iay claim to be
at least representative of the sobject ; but outslde of that, only suche
volumes have been added as are nesded for comvenient referemes in
condueting the supervision of a large aystem of achools.

The growing attention glven by teachers to the lterature and
learning of thelr own professlon {3 ome of the wost hepeful and
encouraging slgns of the timea. Classes in Paychology, the History
of Pedagogy and the Sclence of Edueation, are fast becoming a feature
of teachers’ reading circles, and Kormsl Schools are beginning to
realize that something more than & few lesaons in “ mathods * and two:
or three waeks' “ pragtics* in a training school, are regoired to prepace
young mien and wemen for the responeible dutles of the school-room.
The formation of pedagogleal libraries In conneetion with the adminis-
tration of city and state school gystems will, I am aure, do mueeh o
promote this forward movement ; and 1t ie a soures of great snfistaction
toma that the Board of Pablie BEdncation of Philadelphia is, T helieve,
tha firet to take this step.

The rules sanctioned by the best anthoritles bave been followed in
the arrangement and details of the catalogue. In nearly every coase, the
titles of the separata articles in volumes of & miscellaneous charneter
bave been glven under the general Litle.

It i only just that I should state that any faults that may be found
in the catalogme are ntbrihatable to the limited time which I have been
able to devota to it All the work has been done in the odd minutes.
that eould be sparad from the performance of my offieial dutles, I
bas been tlme wvery pleassntly spent, but 1 shonld bhave greatly
preferred to make & more serloms task of e¢ven the little that was
undertaken ¢

I must acknowledge the valuable service remdersd by my clerk,
Miss Adele M. Swmith, in reading the proofs. Bhe has been
indefutigabla in her efforte to prevent the mistales which are apt
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+0 creep into the printing of s0 Jarge & number of names and titles;
and it will be a disappointment if any serions error shonld be
Adiscoverad.

Superintmdont's Offise,
Augritsd, 1887,

J. Mac A,
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