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PREFATORY NOTI.

Tue following Lotters woere, with a few exceptions, published
in the OO Defedtigemeer and the OO0 Gieaner. Thanksare
due to the Boeiety for the Propugation of the Gospel for
kindly allowing the use of two or three letters originally
wildrassed to then.

The lines at the head of cach chapter wre taken from
pocms by Bishop Bidley.
A 3. .
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SNAPSHOTS FROM THE NORTH PACIFIC.

CHAPTER T,
INTRODUCTORY.

Rl back the curbnin of oor aight, and saime
Tl aldl ehe worlid ahndl oo Thy Tighkt divipe.”

HE following letters are not in any sense n eontinuous
history of the British Columbia (formerly known as
the North Pacilic) Mission, Rather, thev are snapshots
taken at varying intervals, and developed by w skiltul band,
go bringing out details of seenery and work with o vividoess
that is sometimes almost sturtling.  The prevailing thought
in the mind of the reader will probally be, that beautiful as
are the rushing streams, the gloomy forests, the snow.clud
mountaing of British Columbin, far more beautiful to the
Indians ure the feet of those whe have taken good fidings
and published pence to them. The wilderness amd the
solitary plaee have indeed been glud for them, and the
dusert has rejoiced and blossamed as the rose.

Hifty years ago no atternpt had yet heen mads te reach the
Zimezhian Indians and other tribes on the north-west ceast
of the grent continent of North Ameries-—now Chnstianity
is the pule and Paganigm the exceplion.  Neat villages, with
their churches, schools, and well-ordeved homes, testify to
the power of the graee of God to civilize as well ws to
Christinnize.  Medieine men have loid down their charms
and submitted to the Croes of Chyist, snd hymns of praise
resonnd where onee were heard the fearful sounde of the
bheathen potlach.

The story of the starting of the hission i censequence of
Captuin Prevost's appeal on behuli of the Indians in 1556
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2 Suapsdals from the Novih Paciiic.

ligg been already told in Matlafahtle and the North Pacinic
Missioir, by Mr, Eugene Bloek. Begun by Mr. Dunecan, &
young layman, in 185%, and continved by him untl his
geeession from the €3S, in 1851, it grew with stactling
rapidity.  The first baptism of Indinne took place in 1861,
and in 1863 the Bishop of Colwmbia admitted fifty-seven
adults inbo the visible Chureh,  The gettlement of Metla.
katla was established in 1562, and the first stone of the
chureh was lnid in 1878, In 1879 the Diocese of British
Columbin was subdivided, and the northern portion beeame
thi new Diocesze of Caledonin, the Rov. W, Ridley, formerly
a museionary in tho Punjal, bat who had been obliged to
resign his work there on aceount of healih, hairg consecrated
a4 its first Bishop on July 25th, LHTIL

This shight sketeh of fhe Mission will prepare the way
for the statement writken by the Dishop jor the Churel
Missionary Gleaner belore sailing for hig new diocese :—

“ The Digeese of Coledoria stretehes from Cape St James
and Dean Chanmel 32 deg. north latitude to the GOth parallel ;
from the Bocky Mountaing to the North Pacitie Occan, and
also ineludes the numerous adjacent islunds,

“The best kvown placs in it is Metlakatle, Ouor lay
missionnry, M. Dunean, Inid the foumndation of that Indian
settlement in simple foith, and it has become the most
prosperots of its kind, To the GO000 ahovigines of the
provivee the Metlakatla eommunity of Christians is as a
star of hope. Defore it avose we feared that as & race they
were doomned (o extinegtion.  The twenty millions of Indians
our forefathers found in North Ameriea have dwindled
down to two millions, Hvilizotion threntens to blot ot
inferior races, bub on v thelr disappearance leaves a blot
and a crime.  Lis pioneers—drink, violence, and debauchery
—destroy their few virtues, leaving them more wicked than
befors, and ooly less dangevous because less vigorous, I
thank God that most of the Tndians of my diocese, espeeially
the Hydahs, have boen so savage as to make the trader’s
risk greater than his bope of gain,



fudrpdaectory. 3

This section of the people now dpaws upon our
svimpathy, A great opportunity s oours. The msterial
prosperity of Metlakatin has aroused in them a spiat of
emulation, and shed upon ihem a gleam of hepe, The
Chiristinn’s heart ories, * I there a fubure for then Arnong
the mations 77 and from Meblakatly comes the answer, * Yes,
only do as you have lovingly done here'  The teial is heing
made at four other mission siations in wmy diocese, und
success is alremldy visible. The grester the breadih of sea
between the islanders snd the mainland the better for their
future. Their ignorance of the benelits of eivilization is
i grester pood than o koowledge of themw, untl they ar
fortified] moraliy and spivicually by the Gospel asainst i
evils. The enterprise of sommerse, whieh we shall be glad
of then, is beforehand with 28 now in bridging over the
brosdest channels, so that the plague is begun,  We must
enable the missionary at once to emulate the merchant.
The very nohlest Indians must be enriched with the pearl of
oreat price, or they will sell themselves to perdition while
wi tarey,”

The Bishep made an appeal Zor o stester, and i was not
vary long before he Lad the jov of knowing that friends in,
England had come to his kelp,  DBefore the vessel amived the
Bishop was overtaken by a galo in o small canoe in which
ten men ware erowded, and wroete afterwands, ' ITow T
longed for my steamer; unless T get one a new Bishop
will =oon e wanted, for the rvisle in these frail erafis s
tremuendous, and o short carear the probable consequenee,”

On August 12th, 1880, the little vessel was launched, and
was well named the Eeangelive, fur its serand was to camy
the Gospel to the Indinns up nnd down that indented cosst
and among the many islands. It was not available for river
navigation, and even on the sea expense was sometimes
saved by the nse of a sailing hoat, The Bishop wis cuptem
and often chiof engineer also.  Home yvears later he wrote to
the S5.P.G., " What would your Committes think could 1
have stepped out of my enging-room into their Loard-room,




