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TO MY FRIEND,

PHILIP KNEE, ESQ.,

LATE H. B. MAJESTY'S VICE-CONSUL AT DELAGOA BAY,
1IN TOKEN OF

A GRATEFUL AND PLEASANT MEMORY,

THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED.






PREFACE.

———

SwortLy after my return from Africa | was in the smoking-room of a genial
club, where 1 met a friend who has travelled much and whe knows a great deal
about the world in general. In the course of conversation he said to me in his pleazant
way, "1 suppose you are going to do a book 7 'Well, if you do, you'll be swamped, sir,
swamped. There are big guns about and coming along, and Africa is a big place to
talk about.” He being of the American persuasion, I made answer unto him in the
diction of his country, and said, * Well, sir, I am going to do a book, and I have beep
swamped already, and that | am going to tell of. 1 am aware that there are big guns
about, and also that Africa is & big place; but, sir, I have learnt that if you want a
new-laid egg thereis no necessity to purchase the whole farmysrd, and as regards
Africa, perhaps [ have found an egg that is not aftogether addled in a very small corner
of it, 5o we shall see.” He replied, " We shall.”

It is usual, 1 think, in books recording pain and danger alleviated by human
kindness and sympathy, for the narraters to express their gratitude to those who have
succoured them. [ have, therefore, to offer my cordial and heart-felt thapks to Mr,
Philip Knee, Dr. Edgelow, and Mr. W. B. Giles—all belonging to Delagoa Bay—for
their kindness to me during my peregrinations in South-East Africa. Farther afield, I
must do the same to Herr A. Hupfre and Herr Guttling, at Chiloane, and to Mr.
Philip Dorrbecker, at Aruanguse, and Mr, Reuben Benningfield, of Durban, At
the same time 1 must ask them, in company with my indulgent readers, to forgive
the shortcomings of my story and sketches herein contained.

And now, turning to the book 1 have brought inte existence, I will =say with the
gentle Herrick:

Make haste away, my booke, and let there be
A friendly patron unto thee;

Lest wrapped from hence I see thee lie

Torn for the use of pastery ;

Or se& thy Injured leaves serve wall

To make loose gowns for mackarel ;

Or see the grocers in a trice

Make hoods of thee to serve out spice.

London, 1890. Warws Mackay.






