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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

HIS book is in no sense a history of education,

but is an attempt to present intimately and

clearly the salient features of the schools of the
last century in their more picturesque and poetic aspects.
I do net deal with theories or ideals or technical details,
but portray these things which linger in the memory of
whoever has attended such scheools, The charm of the
old school days pever wears off —and it is the chann
that dwells i one's remenbeanee, cven f there was
some bitter mixed with the sweet. My endeavor has
simply been to make this mystic and delectable past
FJ‘.H'L'E COMCE WOre.

The material is not a compilation from other books,
but is hased entirely on personal experiences, in part
my own, but mare largely those of friends and acquamt-
ances. Some of these friends and acquaintances are
no longer living, and the reminiscences of the earlier
schools with which they supplied me it would be diffi-
cult again to duplicate,

In addition to the descriptions of characteristic schools,
I devote a chapter to verbatim compositions and defini-

tions which seem to me to have an uncofscieus humor
iil



v Introductory Note

that is exceedingly attractive. Lastly, there is a chapter
containing two schoolhouse dialogues. These were
written for the oceasions when they were produced, and
they have a kind of rude and rustic individuality which
made them quite successful, and I think they will prove
entertaining to a much larger public.

CLIFTON JOHMNSON,
Hapky, MASSACILUSETTS
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